Cavan County Council
Community and Voluntary Organisations Grants Scheme 
Guidance Information
About the scheme
The scheme aims to encourage local groups to implement projects that will result in greater social and economic activity. Projects should enhance the quality of citizens’ lives and lead to the sustainability of the local area.
What types of projects can be funded?
The following types of projects may qualify for grants (subject to available funding and meeting the conditions list below).

· Provision of small scale amenity projects
· Provision of equipment 

· Community led projects involved in heritage and cultural based tourism.

· Assistance to community based youth facilities, for example, materials, courses etc.

· Tidy Towns/Residents Associations planting/painting projects

· Technical assistance for groups to explore the potential of project proposals particularly those which can develop the Social and Economic potential of the area.

· Cultural development projects.

· Seeding support for the formation of new and emerging groups particularly those which target social exclusion.

Which projects cannot be funded?
The scheme will not normally fund:
· Ongoing running costs.

· Servicing of debt repayments.

· Activities where adequate statutory funding is clearly available.

General Conditions
1. Your group must have:

· An acceptable constitution of set of rules governing its membership, operations and management. 

· Proper procedures and policies in place

· A Child Protection Policy including a vetting procedure (where activity includes children and young people under 18)

· A reasonable expectation of continuity. 

2. Your group must be non-political and non-sectarian.

3. Before we pay a grant, you must provide us with:

· Satisfactory evidence of title in the property (where relevant)
· Details of the source and amount of all grants available to your group. 
4. The Freedom of Information Act applies to all records held by Cavan County Council.

5. All information provided in respect of the application for a Community Grant may be made available to other Cavan County Council Departments as appropriate.

6. Groups who receive funding must be registered with the Cavan Public Participation Network (registration form below)

When you are sending the application form, please also send:
· A copy of minutes of a meeting held by your group within the past six months 
· A detailed estimate of the cost of the proposed works. (Cost estimates should be as accurate and realistic as possible)
· Three quotations (only where projects propose to buy equipment valued in excess of €500). 
Selection Criteria
When we are deciding the amount of grant to be allocated to any group, we will consider the following points: 
· How your proposed actions relate to an identified need in the community.
· How you will involve the target group in the planning and management of the project.

· How you address gender and other equality grounds in your group or in the proposed project.
· The total cost of the project.

· The level of debt in your group generally.

· The level of debt in respect of the proposed project 

· The amount of voluntary labour involved.

Any work to be carried out must be in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts and, where necessary, must have the approval of the Planning Authority.

We will not fund groups that have received a Community and Voluntary Grant for the previous three years in succession. 

Approval and Payment:
Municipal District members will assess grant applications against these guidelines. The Chief Executive will approve grants after they have been evaluated by the relevant Municipal Districts.
We will only pay the grant to the trustees of the organisation or other approved personnel.  Payments will be made directly to the bank or financial institution where your group holds an account. We normally pay grants in arrears after you produce evidence of expenditure (for example, invoices, bank statements, receipts, ‘before and after’ photos of work, if applicable).
If we award a grant to any particular project, it does not mean we are authorising the provision of the project or the carrying out of works.

Cavan County Council may choose to review, change, or cancel this scheme at any time. 
The total level of grant will be based on an annual allocation by Cavan County Council.  Grants will not normally exceed €1,000 per project, per year. We will try to ensure that funding is distributed equally between the three Municipal District areas.  
In respect of Tidy Town/Village Committees the following maximum limits will apply:-
Town




€   500

Village




€   500

Private Housing Estate

€   400

Local Authority Estate


€   400

Jan 2016
CAVAN PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORK

REGISTRATION FORM

  1.
Name of Applicant Organisation.
_____________________________________

  2.
Chairperson.



_____________________________________

  3.
Secretary.



_____________________________________

  4
Address for Correspondence.

_____________________________________







_____________________________________







_____________________________________







_____________________________________





Phone No.
_____________________________________

  5.
Number of Members.





___________________

  6.
Is Membership open to everyone?



___________________

  7.
Date of last Annual Meeting.




___________________

  8.
Name of Delegate for PPN

_____________________________________





Address:
_____________________________________







_____________________________________







_____________________________________





Phone No.
_____________________________________

  9.
Municipal District Area

_____________________________________

10. Brief description of work of organisation: _________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

11. Which of the following categories would best identify the work of your organisation:-

(1)  economic, social development, disadvantaged

___________________

(2)  cultural, sporting, recreational, residence type works
___________________
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