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Stage 1: Screening for Appropriate Assessment 

Amended Draft Cavan County Development Plan (2014 – 2020) 
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SITE SYNOPSIS 

  

 

SITE NAME:  BOLEYBRACK MOUNTAIN     

 

SITE CODE:  002032 

  

 

Boleybrack Mountain comprises an extensive upland plateau situated to the north of 

Lough Allen.  It is dominated by active mountain blanket bog and wet heath, with 

small oligotrophic lakes scattered throughout.  The site also contains low rocky cliffs, 

areas of dry heath and a variety of grassland types, including Molinia-dominated 

heath/grassland, Agrostis/Festuca-dominated upland acid grassland, orchid-rich 

meadows and rush (Juncus spp.)-dominated wet pastures. 

 

The site is a candidate Special Area of Conservation selected for blanket bog, wet 

heath, dry heath, Molinia meadow and dystrophic lake, all habitats listed on Annex I 

of the E.U. Habitats Directive.   

 

A wide diversity of plant communities is found, associated with the different habitats 

occurring on the site.  The mountain blanket bog is dominated by Ling Heather 

(Calluna vulgaris), Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium) and moss 

species such as Sphagnum capillifolium, S. palustre and Racomitrium lanuginosum.  

Intact areas of bog have a varied topography with hummocks of R. lanuginosum, 

Cladonia portentosa and Ling Heather interspersed with lawns of both and Common 

Cottongrass and Hare’s-tail Cottongrass (Eriophorum vaginatum).  The level areas of 

bog also feature pools that contain species such as the Bog Moss, Sphagnum 

cuspidatum, and Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata).  Other prominent species present 

include Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum), Deergrass (Scirpus cespitosus) and 

Round-leaved Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia).  Locally rare species recorded in this 

habitat include Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos), Dioecious Sedge (Carex dioica) 

and the lichen Cladonia portentosa. 

 

The areas of wet heath feature expanses of Ling Heather interspersed with Purple 

Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea), Soft Rush (Juncus effusus), Sharp-flowered Rush 

(Juncus acutifloris) and tussocks of Hare’s-tail Cottongrass.  Other species present 

include Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosa), Bell 

Heather (Erica cinerea) and Cross-leaved Heath (Erica tetralix).  The locally rare 

species Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) and Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum) occur 

in this habitat. 

 

Acid grassland is dominated by a variety of grass species (mostly Agrostis and 

Festuca spp.).  This species-rich habitat also supports a variety of herb species such as 

Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris), Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis), clovers 

(Trifolium spp.) and Cat’s-ear (Hypochoeris radicata), amongst others.  Molinia-

dominated/wet heath vegetation occurs on the lower slopes of the site.  Orchid-rich 

meadows with heathy elements and abundant Heath Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza 

maculata) and Common Spotted-orchid (D. fuchsii) occur in south-eastern sections of 

the site.  Areas of rush pasture on the site are dominated by Soft Rush and Sharp-



flowered Rush interspersed with Marsh bedstraw (Galium palustre) and Yorkshire-

fog (Holcus lanatus). 

 

The site provides excellent areas of feeding habitat for Red Grouse, Snipe, Curlew 

and Ravens.  Golden Plover nests within the site (2-3 pairs), while Hen Harrier may 

use the site for foraging.  Both these species are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds 

Directive. 

 

The site is lightly grazed by sheep and locally affected by burning and turbary.  Much 

of the site is bounded by mature coniferous forestry plantations; recent planting on 

areas of blanket bog has caused significant local damage. 

 

The site is of considerable conservation importance for the various habitats listed on 

Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive that it supports, in particular the good 

examples of mountain blanket bog and wet heath.  The examples of these habitats on 

the site are among the best remaining in the northern half of the country.  The 

presence of a number of rare plant species and of a variety of bird species adds to the 

conservation significance of the site. 
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Generic Conservation Objective18 July 2011

Conservation Objectives for Boleybrack Mountain SAC [002032]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation 
condition. The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 002032

Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160]

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010]

European dry heaths [4030]

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey‐silt‐laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) [6410]

Blanket bogs (* if active only) [7130]

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Boleybrack Mountain SAC [002032]. Generic Version 3.0. Department 
of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht.
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SITE SYNOPSIS 

  

 

SITE NAME :  CORRATIRRIM 

  

SITE CODE : 000979 

  

 

In the north-west of Co. Cavan, Carboniferous limestone underlies the shales and grits 

that form the Cuilcagh range.  At Corratirrim, on the border with Co. Fermanagh, 

approximately 2 km south of Belcoo, the limestone outcrops at the surface.  There the 

scenery consists of grassy slopes, small cliffs, many small patches of limestone 

pavement, and patches of scrub.   

 

The site is a candidate SAC selected for limestone pavement, a priority habitat listed 

on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. 

 

Limestone pavement, particularly where it occurs at the approximate centre of the site, 

consists of clints and grykes up to a depth of approximately 18 inches.  Some areas of 

shattered pavement are present.  Moss and lichen species, such as Ctenidium molluscum 

and Rhizocarpon badioatrum, are common.  Fern species have established, though not 

with the vigour and variety seen in the Burren.  They include Hart’s-tongue Fern 

(Phyllitis scolopendrium), Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria), Maidenhair Spleenwort 

(A. trichomanes) and the relatively rare Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis).  

Vascular plant species present include Mountain Everlasting (Antennaria dioica), Early-

purple Orchid (Orchis mascula), Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides), Herb-robert 

(Geranium robertianum), Ivy (Hedera helix), Early Dog-violet (Viola reichenbachiana), 

abundant Wild Thyme (Thymus praecox) and low-growing/grazed Hawthorn (Crataegus 

monogyna).  Yew (Taxus baccata) was found on pavement on the eastern slopes.  

 

The eastern and north western slopes of the site consist of rocky outcrops surrounded by a 

mossy heath type grassland with both calcicole and calcifuge species co-existing.  Species 

present include Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Daisy (Bellis perennis), Selfheal (Prunella 

vulgaris), Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Fairy Flax (Linum 

catharticum), Wild Thyme, Eyebright (Euphrasia spp.) and Quaking-grass (Brizia 

media). 

 

On the western and southern slopes and at the far east of the site a heath vegetation 

where Heather (Calluna vulgaris) and Bell Heather (Erica cinerea) are dominant with 

Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) and Tormentil occurs.  Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria 

albicans), although occurring throughout, is especially common where the soil cover 

is thin over the limestone.  Sheep's-fescue (Festuca ovina), Crested hair-grass 

(Koeleria macrantha), Sheep’s-bit (Jasione montana), Heath Bedstraw (Galium 

saxatile) and Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica) are also found in grassy patches 

between the heathers.  The rare Small-white Orchid (Pseudorchis albida) is found on 

the steep south-west facing slope in the limestone uplands.  This is a protected species 

under the Flora Protection Order 1999.  At the centre east of the site the heath is 

dominated by Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum). 

 



At the base of the slopes, where conditions are wetter, bog mosses (Sphagnum spp.) are 

found along with Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) occasional Purple Moor-grass (Molinia 

caerulea), Horsetails (Equisetum spp.) and Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis).   

 

Throughout the site grazing is carried out by sheep and cattle which generally prevents 

the spread of scrub.  

 

Corratirrim is a varied site of ecological interest for the occurrence of limestone 

pavement in the north east of the country.  The fact that there are acidic areas 

interspersed with the limestone and the presence of a rare and protected species adds 

to its scientific interest.   The site is of particular importance for the occurrence of 

limestone pavement, a habitat mainly associated with the counties of Clare and 

Galway, which is not known elsewhere in eastern Ireland. 
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Generic Conservation Objective18 July 2011

Conservation Objectives for Corratirrim SAC [000979]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation 
condition. The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 000979

* Limestone pavements [8240]

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Corratirrim SAC [000979]. Generic Version 3.0. Department of Arts, 
Heritage & the Gaeltacht.
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SITE SYNOPSIS0 

 

 

SITE NAME:  CUILCAGH - ANIERIN UPLANDS 

 

SITE CODE:  000584  

 

 

This site follows a series of shale uplands in the counties of Cavan and Leitrim, 

including to the north Cuilcagh Mountain on the border with Northern Ireland, 

Benbrack, Bencroy and to the south Slieve Anierin, rising above Lough Allen.  It links 

the following pre-existing Areas of Scientific Interest: Bellavally Mountain, Cuilcagh 

Mountain and Lough Cratty Bog, Moneenterriff Cliffs and Levenakilla Bog.  The site 

is of special interest because of its geology, physiography and upland flora and fauna.  

 

Geological interest is comprised of the complete representation of the Carboniferous 

Leitrim Group, including richly fossiliferous sequences of sandstones, shales and 

mudstones, while physiographical interest relates to various active processes, notably 

slope weathering, as well as the presence of peat and pseudo-karst features.  The total 

sequence on the Upper Cuilcagh area provides an excellent section through 

approximately 560 m of the Leitrim Group of Carboniferous rocks.  On the lower 

ground, particularly on east Cuilcagh, a series of potholes or shakeholes (dry vertical 

shafts) and sinks (shafts and surface water plunges) have developed on limestone.  

Pollnagallun is one of these. Landforms due to past and present processes are also 

noticable and include periglacial rock shattering throughout the area, associated 

blockfields at the edges (Moneenterriff), rock slides throughout and bog flows.   

 

The biological interest of the site is associated with the presence of one of the largest 

expanses of intact mountain blanket bog in Ireland (seen at Cratty's Lough at the 

north-east of the site), and also with upland grasslands on the steepest slopes of the 

peaks, fine examples of dry heath on the less steep slopes of these peaks and a 

gradation from these to wet heaths and wet rush (Juncus spp.) grasslands.    

 

A well developed oceanic, montane bryophyte flora exists throughout. At the tops of 

ridges such as at Slieve Anierin, Bencroy, Benbrack and at The Playbank, on level 

terrain at the slope bases and often sandwiched between two succeeding slopes, 

blanket peat also occurs.  The extensive blanket bog exhibits a wide range of 

characteristic vegetation and structural features, with well developed pool/hummock 

and lawn complexes, drier peat, acid flushes and bog bursts.  The presence of a large 

number of streams (or river sources) adds to the biological interest.  

 

Flat blanket peat areas on water-logged ground is characterised by the presence of 

such species as Deer Grass (Trichophorum cespitosum), Cross-leaved Heath (Erica 

tetralix), Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum), Common Cotton-grass 

(Eriophorum angustifolium) and small amounts of Ling Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 

over a Sphagnum moss mat of predominantly S. capillifolium and S. papillosum.   

 

On more freely-draining gentle slopes, abundant and tall Ling Heather, Bilberry 

(Vaccinium myrtillus) and Hare’s-tail Cottongrass (Eriophorum vaginatum) are more 



typical over a mixed bryophyte layer of S. capillifolium, Hypnum jutlandicum and 

Rhytidialphus spp.  The presence of weak flushing of acidic water through the surface 

peat layer is indicated by the occurrence of sparsely scattered Purple Moor-grass 

(Molinea caerulea) or Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus acutiflorus).   

 

Where flushing is concentrated over a thinner peat or a peaty gley soil or is associated 

with iron-staining, the vegetation is characterised by a small sedge community with 

Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula), Butterwort (Pinguicula spp.), Water 

Forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides), Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratensis), Marsh 

Bedstraw (Galium palustre), Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) and a range of 

non-ombrotrophic bryophytes.    

 

A small number of high level oligotrophic lakes occur within the site, with Lough 

Nambrack, Knockgorm Lake and Munter Eolas Lough being the main examples.  

Scattered throughout the site are dystrophic lakes, with peat bases and often peat 

stained water.  These lakes typically have sparse vegetation, with Common 

Cottongrass, Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) and Sphagnum mosses being the 

dominant plants. 

 

Sloped ground and areas of shallow peat support heath communities.  Wet heath is 

extensive and is dominated by Cross-leaved Heath, Ling Heather, Bilberry (Vaccinium 

myrtillus), Purple Moor-grass, Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Heath Rush (Juncus 

squarrosus), and Rhytidiadelphus, Sphagnum and Polytrichum mosses.  Dry heath is 

also well-represented within the site and is typically found where shallow peats occur 

on sloped ground in association with exposed rock.  The dominant species in the 

vegetation is invariably Ling Heather, which is generally accompanied by Bilberry, 

Bell Heather (Erica cinerea) and, in places, Gorse (Ulex spp.).  Tormentil and Heath 

Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) are also common species.  Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum) 

is a scarcer species of the dry heath vegetation.  Upland grassland frequently merges 

with the heath community and is dominated by Mat-grass (Nardus stricta) and Bent 

Grasses (Agrostis spp.) and in places is considered to be species rich.  In wetter areas, 

the grassland communities are dominated by rushes (Juncus effusus, J. acutiflorus and 

some J. articulatus).  

 

In places extensive areas of cliff occur. Here the heathy vegetation is augmented by 

typical cliff and scree species, particularly ferns such as the Buckler Fern (Dryopteris 

dilatata).  On the low steep slopes at the north-east of the site, such as at 

Gorteennaglogh, some small areas of Hazel (Corylus avellana) woodland add to the 

habitat diversity of the site.  A small number of unimproved enclosed fields are also 

included on the edges of the site. 

 

The site provides good habitat for breeding wading birds, with Curlew, Golden Plover 

and Dunlin nesting in small numbers.  Other typical upland species such as Peregrine, 

Merlin and Ring Ouzel are also present.  Golden Plover, Peregrine and Merlin are 

listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive and, along with Dunlin and Ring Ouzel, 

are also Red Data Book Species.  Red Grouse, also a Red-listed species, is present on 

the site. 

 



A number of locally rare plant species, including the moss Dicranodontiom 

asperulum, occur.  Other species found on the site which are scarce in Ireland or in the 

Leitrim/Cavan area include White Sedge (Carex curta), Common Yellow-sedge (C. 

demissa) and Bog Sedge (C. limosa), Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria albicans), Cowberry 

(Vaccinium vitis-idaea), Beech Fern (Phegopteris connectilis), Lesser Twayblade 

(Listera cordata), Starry Saxifrage (Saxifraga stellaris), Stag’s-horn Clubmoss 

(Lycopodium clavatum) and the lichens Cladonia anomaea, C. bellidiflora, C. ciliata 

var. tenuis, C. crispata var. cetrariiformis, C. incrassata, C. coniocraea, C. pyxidata 

and C. strepsilis. 

 

The blanket bog areas of this site are extensive and relatively undisturbed.  Natural 

transitions from blanket bog to heath and acidic grassland are evident, and cliffs, 

small ravines and small woodland blocks add diversity to the site.  
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Generic Conservation Objective18 July 2011

Conservation Objectives for Cuilcagh ‐ Anierin Uplands SAC [000584]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation 
condition. The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 000584

Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of 
the Isoëto‐Nanojuncetea

 [3130]

Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160]

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010]

European dry heaths [4030]

* Species‐rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas, 
in Continental Europe)

 [6230]

Blanket bogs (* if active only) [7130]

Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8220]

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Cuilcagh ‐ Anierin Uplands SAC [000584]. Generic Version 3.0. 
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht.
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SITE SYNOPSIS 

 

 

SITE NAME:  LOUGH KINALE AND DERRAGH LOUGH SPA 

  

SITE CODE:  0004061    

 

 

Lough Kinale is a relatively small lake that is situated immediately downstream of 

Lough Sheelin, both lakes being near the top of the catchment of the Inny River, a 

main tributary of the River Shannon.  Derragh Lough, a much smaller system, is 

connected to Lough Kinale and the Inny River.  This is a typical limestone system and 

is very shallow (maximum depth of Lough Kinale is c. 4 m).  As with Lough Sheelin, 

the trophic status of the lake has varied greatly since the 1970s due to pollution.  It 

was recently (1998-2000) classified as a highly eutrophic system.  The lake was 

formerly an important Trout fishery.     

 

Lough Kinale has two main basins, almost separated by swamp formations.  Reed 

swamp is frequent around the lakes, with Common Reed (Phragmites australis) and 

Tufted-sedge (Carex elata) occurring commonly.  A calcium-rich small sedge marsh 

occurs along parts of the shoreline.  This is characterised by species such as Long-

stalked Yellow-sedge (Carex lepidocarpa), Marsh Pimpernel (Anagallis tenella), 

Knotted Pearlwort (Sagina nodosa), Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris) and 

Water Mint (Mentha aquatica).  Areas of bog occur around the margins of the lakes in 

places but some of these have been planted with conifers. 

 

Despite the very variable water quality in recent decades, Lough Kinale and Derragh 

Lough remain an important site for wintering waterfowl, especially diving duck.  The 

site supports nationally important populations of two species, i.e. Pochard (951) and 

Tufted Duck (449) - figures are average peaks for the 5 seasons 1995/96-1999/00.  A 

large population of Mute Swan (120), close to the threshold for national importance, 

also uses the site.  Coot (199), whilst still occurring in substantial numbers, formerly 

had a population of national importance.  A number of other species are found, in 

relatively low numbers, including Great Crested Grebe (25), Mallard (130) and 

Goldeneye (22).  Marginal grassland areas outside of the site attract feeding wildfowl 

and waders such as Lapwing and Golden Plover.     

 

The variable water quality over the years, with periods of highly eutrophic conditions, 

undoubtedly has had adverse impacts on the wintering waterfowl, and especially the 

diving duck.  This would appear to be borne out by very variable numbers of birds 

recorded over the years.  The lake is still vulnerable to pollution and it is considered 

that there is urgent need to reduce the phosphorus inputs to the system.   Afforestation 

has taken place close to parts of the shoreline and further planting would be 

undesirable.  Angling and wildfowling activities currently cause some disturbance to 

the birds and any increase in such activities would be of concern.  

 

Whilst relatively small in area and subject to a number of damaging activities, this site 

retains national importance for two duck species.  With an improvement in the  



environmental conditions pertaining at the site, higher numbers of some species would 

undoubtedly occur. 
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Generic Conservation Objective16 April 2012

Conservation Objectives for Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA 
[004061]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. 
The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of 
regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species 
listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 004061

Aythya ferina [wintering]

Aythya fuligula [wintering]

Wetlands []

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Lough Kinale and Derragh Lough SPA [004061]. Generic Version 4.0. 
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht.

Citation:



SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  LOUGH OUGHTER COMPLEX SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004049 
 
 
Lough Oughter and its associated loughs occupy much of the lowland drumlin belt in 
north and central Co. Cavan between Belturbet, Killashandra and Cavan town.  This 
area comprises a maze of waterways, islands, small lakes and peninsulas.  Lough 
Oughter, the largest lake in the site, is relatively shallow (maximum depth of 10 m) 
and considered to be a naturally eutrophic system.  Its main inflowing rivers are the 
River Erne and the Annalee River, whilst the main outflow is the River Erne, which 
connects the lake to Upper Lough Erne and Lower Lough Erne to the north. 
  
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Great Crested Grebe, Whooper Swan, 
and Wigeon.  The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands and, as 
these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special 
conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. 
 
The Lough Oughter Complex is of importance for a range of wintering waterfowl.  Of 
particular note is an internationally important population of Whooper Swan (318) that 
is based in the area and which uses the lakes as a roost - all figures are five year mean 
peaks for the period 1995/96 to 1999/2000.  A population of Greenland White-fronted 
Goose (75) of regional importance also roosts on the lakes and feeds mainly on 
agriculturally improved grassland nearby.  The site supports nationally important 
wintering populations of two species, Great Crested Grebe (89) and Wigeon (903).  
Other species which occur regularly include Mute Swan (139), Teal (220), Mallard 
(336), Pochard (58), Tufted Duck (105), Goldeneye (117), Lapwing (381), Curlew 
(33), Little Grebe (8), Cormorant (81) and Black-headed Gull (311).  A small colony 
of Common Tern occurs (10 pairs recorded at Farnham Lough in 1995). 
 
Lough Oughter is at the centre of the Irish breeding range of Great Crested Grebe and 
the site supports in excess of 10% of the estimated national breeding total of this 
species (115 individuals in 1986-88). 
 
The Lough Oughter Complex SPA is of ornithological importance for its wintering 
waterbird populations.  Of particular note is the internationally important population 
of Whooper Swan that is based in the area.  The site also supports nationally 
important populations of a further two wintering species and, notably, holds the 
highest breeding concentrations of Great Crested Grebe in the country.  Two of the 
species which occur regularly are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. 
Whooper Swan and Greenland White-fronted Goose. 
 
 
 
29.9.2010 



Generic Conservation Objective16 April 2012

Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter Complex SPA [004049]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. 
The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of 
regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species 
listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 004049

Podiceps cristatus [wintering]

Cygnus cygnus [wintering]

Anas penelope [wintering]

Wetlands []

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Lough Oughter Complex SPA [004049]. Generic Version 4.0. 
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht.

Citation:



SITE SYNOPSIS 

 

 

SITE NAME: LOUGH OUGHTER AND ASSOCIATED LOUGHS 

 

SITE CODE: 000007 

 

 

Lough Oughter and its associated loughs occupy much of the lowland drumlin belt in 

north and central Cavan between Upper Lough Erne, Killeshandra and Cavan town.  

The site is a maze of waterways, islands, small lakes and peninsulas including some 

90 inter-drumlin lakes and 14 basins in the course of the Erne River.  The area lies on 

Silurian and Ordovician strata with Carboniferous limestone immediately 

surrounding.  

 

This site is a candidate Special Area of Conservation for natural eutrophic lakes and 

bog woodland, two habitats listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive and for 

the otter, a species listed on Annex II of the same Directive.  The site also contains 

areas of dry woodland, marsh, reedbed and wet pasture.  

 

Drainage within the area is inefficient and the water levels prone to natural fluctuation 

as a result.  The regularly flooded areas still accommodate a variety of specialist plant 

species such as Amphibious Bistort (Polygonum amphibium) and Marsh Foxtail 

(Alopecurus geniculatus), as well as rarer species such as Needle Spike-Rush 

(Eleocharis acicularis) and Lesser Marshwort (Apium inundatum). 

 

The lakes and basins are shallow, and the water well mixed and nutrient rich 

(eutrophic).  The aquatic flora is varied with several pondweed species such as Blunt-

leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton obtusifolius), Shining Pondweed (Potamogeton 

lucens), Broad-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton natans), Reddish Pondweed 

(Potamogeton alpinus) and Various-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton gramineus). 

Typical in the zone of aquatic plants are Yellow Water-lily (Nuphar lutea), Canadian 

Pondweed (Elodea canadensis), Mare’s Tail (Hippuris vulgaris), Water Milfoil 

(Myriophyllum spicatum), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), Water Dropwort 

(Oenanthe spp.) and Starwort (Callitriche sp.).  The aquatic community includes 

species of limited distribution in Ireland such as the Duckweed species Lemna gibba 

and Spirodela polyrhiza. 

 

Around much of the shoreline there are well developed swamp and marsh 

communities, typically with a zone of Bulrush (Schoenoplectus lacustris) in front of a 

zone of Common Reed (Phragmites australis) which is in turn backed by a more 

species rich zone of sedges, grasses and herbs, particularly Bottle Sedge (Carex 

rostrata), Common Sedge (Carex nigra), Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera), 

Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris), Water 

Plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica), Rough Horsetail (Equisetum hyemale), Water 

Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) and Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris).  Less 

widespread species also occur on the wet lake margins; species such as Water Dock 

(Rumex hydrolapathum), Greater Water-parsnip (Sium latifolium), Cowbane (Cicuta 

virosa), Tufted Sedge (Carex elata), Water Soldier (Stratioites aloides), Arrowhead 



(Sagittaria sagittifolia), Flowering Rush (Butomus umbellatus) and Greater Spearwort 

(Ranunculus lingua) may be locally prominent. 

 

There are many variations on this typical zonation of sheltered shores with species 

such as Reedmace (Typha spp.), Branched Bur-Reed (Sparganium erectum) and Reed 

Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea) gaining local prominence.  More exposed shores 

lack the extensive swamp zones, here smaller species such as Common Spike Rush 

(Eleocharis palustris) can be found. 

 

Level, wet pastures tend to be dominated by Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera) and 

Rush species (Juncus sp.) with a scattering of marshland and wet grassland plants 

such as Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris), Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis 

scorpiodes) and Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus).  Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) is most 

abundant with frequent Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus) and Sharp-Flowered Rush 

(Juncus acutiflorus) and less widespread Conglomerate Rush (Juncus conglomeratus) 

also occurring. 

 

Where a general lack of grazing pressure or a particular slope has allowed it, 

deciduous woodland has re-established itself behind the reedbeds.  Two species of 

Willow (Salix caprea and Salix cinerea) are common constituents along with Alder 

(Alnus glutinosa), Downy Birch (Betula pubescens), Hazel (Corylus avellana) and 

Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna).  Along submerged margins Alder and Willow are 

most commonly found with a flooded understorey typically containing Reed Canary-

grass, Meadow Sweet, Yellow Flag and in places Tufted Sedge (Carex elata) and 

Greater Tussock Sedge (Carex paniculata).  Downy Birch occurs along lake edges 

and also forms stands of wet woodland on cutover bog with varying degrees of wet 

and dry peat.  Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea), Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla 

palustris) and Bog Moss (Sphagnum sp.) occur in areas with pools and dry areas.  

Where there is dry peat, Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus 

agg.) and Gorse (Ulex sp.) occur under the Birch canopy.  Birch dominated wood is 

also found in association with Ling Heather (Calluna vulgaris) bog.   

 

In areas of wet bog with good Sphagnum cover, bog woodland has developed.  Downy 

Birch characterises this habitat; other typical species include Purple Moor-grass 

(Molinia caerulea) and Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata). 

 

Dry broad-leaved woodland is characterised by Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hazel, Holly 

(Ilex aquifolium) and Oak (Quercus spp.), while shrubs include Blackthorn (Prunus 

spinosa), Spindle (Euonymus europaeus) and Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus).  The 

Red Data Book species Bird Cherry (Prunus padus) has also been recorded from the 

site.  The clayey soils have a characteristic flora, including Wood Avens (Geum 

urbanum), Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), Primrose (Primula vulgaris), Herb 

Robert (Geranium robertianum) and Wood Sedge (Carex sylvatica).   

 

The site supports a substantial population of water birds including internationally 

important numbers of Whooper Swan (average peak 231) and nationally important 

numbers of Tufted Duck (average peak 247) and Cormorant (average peak 130) as 

well as important numbers of species such as Greenland White-fronted Goose, Great 

Crested Grebe, Wigeon, Teal and Pochard.  Lapwing, Snipe and Golden Plover also 



utilise the wet grassland areas.  Wildfowl Sanctuaries exist at Inchin Lough, Derrygid 

Lough, Farnham Lough, Derrybrick Lough, Derrinishbeg Lough and Annagh Lough.  

Part of the site is designated an SPA under the EU Birds Directive. 

 

Otter, a species listed on Annex II of the E.U. Habitats Directive occurs at the site. 

Irish Hare has also been recorded.  Both of these species are listed in the Irish Red 

Data Book and are legally protected under the Wildlife Act 1976. 

 

The main threats to the quality of the site are water polluting activities such as run-off 

from fertiliser and slurry application and sewage discharge which have raised the 

nutrient status of some lakes to hypertrophic.  Housing and boating developments are 

on the increase, adjacent to and within the site respectively.  There is also significant 

fishing and shooting pressure on and around the lakes.  Increased afforestation has 

resulted in some loss of wetland habitat and also loss of feeding ground for wintering 

birds such as Greenland White-fronted Geese. 

 

The Lough Oughter area contains important examples of two habitats listed on Annex 

I of the E.U. Habitats Directive and supports a population of the Annex II species, 

otter.  The site as a whole is the best inland example of a flooded drumlin landscape in 

Ireland and has many rich and varied biological communities.  Nowhere else in the 

country does such an intimate mixture of land and water occur over a comparable 

area, and many of the species of wetland plants, some considered quite commonplace 

in Lough Oughter and its associated loughs, are infrequent elsewhere. 
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Generic Conservation Objective18 July 2011

Conservation Objectives for Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC 
[000007]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation 
condition. The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 000007

Lutra lutra [1355]

Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition‐type vegetation [3150]

* Bog woodland [91D0]

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC [000007]. Generic Version 
3.0. Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht.

Citation:



SITE SYNOPSIS 

 

 

SITE NAME:  LOUGH SHEELIN SPA 

 

SITE CODE:  004065 

 

 

Lough Sheelin is a medium- to large-sized lake, with a maximum length of 7 km.  The 

lake lies near the top of the catchment of the Inny River, a main tributary of the River 

Shannon.  It is a typical limestone lake and is fairly shallow (maximum depth 14 m).  

The trophic status of the lake has varied greatly since the 1970s due to pollution from 

mainly agricultural sources.  It was recently (1998-2000) classified as a highly 

eutrophic system.    

 

The shoreline is varied and no one plant species predominates over large areas. 

Species present include Jointed Rush (Juncus articulatus) and Common Spike-rush 

(Eleocharis palustris) growing on stony beaches, with Yellow Sedges (Carex cf. 

demissa), Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula), Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) 

and Black Bog-rush (Schoenus nigricans) also represented.  The shore of the lake is 

also wooded in places and there are some very small offshore islands that are wooded 

with willows (Salix aurita and S. cinerea).  The islands are fringed by swamp 

communities of Common Reed (Phragmites australis), Common Clubrush (Scirpus 

lacustris) and Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata).   A good range of Charophytes has been 

recorded from the lake, including Chare denudata, a Red Data Book species. 

 

Despite very variable water quality in recent decades, Lough Sheelin remains a very 

important site for wintering waterfowl, especially diving duck.  It supports nationally 

important populations of four species, i.e. Great Crested Grebe (140), Pochard (546), 

Tufted Duck (762) and Goldeneye (224) all figures are average peaks for the 5 

seasons 1995/96-1999/00.  A number of other species occur in relatively low 

numbers, including Mute Swan (28), Mallard (76), Coot (24), Little Grebe (19), 

Cormorant (42) and Black-headed Gull (202). 

 

The variable water quality over the years, with periods of highly eutrophic conditions, 

undoubtedly has had some adverse impacts on the wintering waterfowl, especially the 

diving duck.  This would appear to be borne out by the very variable numbers of birds 

recorded over the years.  It is considered that there is urgent need to reduce the 

phosphorus inputs to the feeder streams entering the lake.   

 

Lough Sheelin is a nationally important site for four species of wintering wildfowl and 

is one of the main Midlands lakes sites for wintering birds.  An improvement in water 

quality would probably result in higher numbers of birds frequenting the site. 
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Generic Conservation Objective16 April 2012

Conservation Objectives for Lough Sheelin SPA [004065]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. 
The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of 
regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species 
listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 004065

Podiceps cristatus [wintering]

Aythya ferina [wintering]

Aythya fuligula [wintering]

Bucephala clangula [wintering]

Wetlands []

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning

NPWS (2011) Conservation objectives for Lough Sheelin SPA [004065]. Generic Version 4.0. Department of Arts, 
Heritage & the Gaeltacht.
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SITE SYNOPSIS
 

SITE NAME:  RIVER BOYNE AND RIVER BLACKWATER                  

SITE CODE:  002299

 
This site comprises the freshwater element of the River Boyne as far as the Boyne
Aqueduct, the Blackwater as far as Lough Ramor and the Boyne tributaries including
the Deel, Stoneyford and Tremblestown Rivers.  These riverine stretches drain a
considerable area of Meath and Westmeath and smaller areas of Cavan and Louth.
The underlying geology is Carboniferous Limestone for the most part with areas of
Upper, Lower and Middle well represented.  In the vicinity of Kells Silurian Quartzite
is present while close to Trim are Carboniferous Shales and Sandstones.  There are
many large towns adjacent to but not within the site.  Towns both small and large,
include Slane, Navan, Kells, Trim, Athboy and Ballivor.

The site is a candidate SAC selected for alkaline fen and alluvial woodlands, both
habitats listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive.  The site is also selected for
the following species listed on Annex II of the same directive – Atlantic Salmon,
Otter and River Lamprey. 

The main areas of alkaline fen are concentrated in the vicinity of Lough Shesk,
Freehan Lough and Newtown Lough.  The hummocky nature of the local terrain
produces frequent springs and seepages which are rich in lime.  A series of base-rich
marshes have developed in the poorly-drained hollows, generally linked with these
three lakes.  Open water is usually fringed by Bulrush (Typha latifolia), Common
Club-rush (Scirpus lacustris) or Common Reed (Phragmites australis) and this last
species also extends shorewards where a dense stand of Great Fen Sedge or Saw
Sedge (Cladium mariscus) frequently occurs.  This in turn grades into a sedge and
grass community (Carex spp., Molinia caerulea) or one dominated by the Black Bog-
rush (Schoenus nigricans).  An alternative direction for the aquatic/terrestrial
transition to take is through a floating layer of vegetation.  This is normally based on
Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) and Marsh cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris).  Other
species gradually become established on this cover, especially plants tolerant of low
nutrient status e.g. bog mosses (Sphagnum spp.).  Diversity of plant and animal life is
high in the fen and the flora, includes many rarities.  The plants of interest include
Narrow-leaved Marsh Orchid (Dactylorhiza traunsteineri), Fen Bedstraw (Galium
uliginosum), Cowbane (Cicuta virosa), Frogbit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae) and
Least Bur-reed (Sparganium minimum).  These species tend to be restricted in their
distribution in Ireland.  Also notable is the abundance of aquatic Stoneworts (Chara
spp.) which are characteristic of calcareous wetlands. 

The rare plant, Round-leaved Wintergreen (Pyrola rotundifolia) occurs around
Newtown Lough.  This species is listed in the Red Data Book and is protected under
the Flora Protection Order, 1999, and this site is its only occurrence in Co. Meath.   



Wet woodland fringes many stretches of the Boyne.  The Boyne River Islands are a
small chain of  three islands situated 2.5 km west of Drogheda.  The islands were
formed by the build up of alluvial sediment in this part of the river where water
movement is sluggish.  All of the islands are covered by dense thickets of wet,
Willow (Salix spp.) woodland, with the following species occurring: Osier (S.
viminalis), Crack Willow (S. fragilis), White Willow (S. alba), Purple Willow (Salix
purpurea) and Grey Willow (S. cinerea).  A small area of Alder (Alnus glutinosa)
woodland is found on soft ground at the edge of the canal in the north-western section
of the islands.  Along other stretches of the rivers of the site Grey Willow scrub and
pockets of wet woodland dominated by Alder have become established, particularly at
the river edge of mature deciduous woodland.  Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Birch
(Betula pubescens) are common in the latter and the ground flora is typical of wet
woodland with Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Angelica (Angelica sylvestris),
Yellow Iris, Horsetail (Equisetum spp.) and occasional tussocks of Greater Tussock-
sedge (Carex paniculata).

The dominant habitat along the edges of the river is freshwater marsh - the following
plant species occur commonly here: Yellow Flag (Iris pseudacorus), Creeping Bent
(Agrostis stolonifera), Canary Reed-grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Marsh Bedstraw
(Galium palustre), Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) and Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis
scorpioides).  In the wetter areas of the marsh Common Meadow-rue (Thalictrum
flavum) is found.  In the vicinity of Dowth, Fen Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum), a
scarce species mainly confined to marshy areas in the midlands, is common in this
vegetation.  Swamp Meadow-grass (Poa palustris) is an introduced plant which has
spread into the wild (naturalised) along the Boyne approximately 5 km south-west of
Slane.  It is a rare species which is listed in the Red Data Book and has been recorded
among freshwater marsh vegetation on the banks of the Boyne in this site.  The only
other record for this species in the Republic is from a site in Co. Monaghan. 

The secondary habitat associated with the marsh is wet grassland and species such as
Tall Fescue (Festuca arundinacea), Silverweed (Potentilla anserina), Creeping
Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and Meadow
Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis) are well represented.  Strawberry Clover (Trifolium
fragiferum), a plant generally restricted to coastal locations in Ireland, has been
recorded from wet grassland vegetation at Trim.  At Rossnaree river bank on the
River Boyne, is Round-Fruited Rush (Juncus compressus) found in alluvial pasture,
which is generally periodically flooded during the winter months.  This rare plant is
only found in three counties in Ireland.  

Along much of the Boyne and along tributary stretches are areas of mature deciduous
woodland on the steeper slopes above the floodplain marsh or wet woodland
vegetation.  Many of these are planted in origin.  However the steeper areas of King
Williams Glen and Townley Hall wood have been left unmanaged and now have a
more natural character.  East of Curley Hole the woodland has a natural appearance
with few conifers.  Broad-leaved species include Oak (Quercus spp.), Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior), Willows, Hazel (Corylus avellana), Sycamore (Acer  pseudoplatanus),
Holly (Ilex aquifolium), Horse chestnut (Aesculus sp.) and the  shrubs Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and Elder (Sambucus nigra).
South-west of Slane and in Dowth, the addition of some more exotic tree species such



as Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra), Beech (Fagus sylvatica), and occasionally Lime (Tilia
cordata), are seen.  Coniferous trees, Larch (Larix sp.) and Scots Pine (Pinus
sylvestris) also occur.  The woodland ground flora includes Barren Strawberry
(Potentilla sterilis), Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana) and Ground-ivy
(Glechoma hederacea), along with a range of ferns.  Variation occurs in the
composition of the canopy, for example, in wet patches alongside the river, White
Willow and Alder form the canopy. 

Other habitats present along the Boyne and Blackwater include lowland dry
grassland, improved grassland, reedswamp, weedy wasteground areas, scrub, hedge,
drainage ditches and canal.  In the vicinity of Lough Shesk, the dry slopes of the
morainic hummocks support grassland vegetation which, in some places, is partially
colonised by Gorse (Ulex europaeus) scrub.  Those grasslands which remain
unimproved for pasture are species-rich with Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra),
Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense) and Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata)
commonly present.  Fringing the canal alongside the Boyne south-west of Slane, are
Reed Sweet-grass (Glyceria maxima), Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) and
Meadowsweet. 

The Boyne and its tributaries is one of Ireland’s premier game fisheries and it offers a
wide range of angling from fishing for spring salmon and grilse to seatrout fishing
and extensive brown trout fishing. Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) use the tributaries
and headwaters as spawning grounds.  Although this species is still fished
commercially in Ireland, it is considered to be endangered or locally threatened
elsewhere in Europe and is listed on Annex II of the Habitats Directive.  Atlantic
Salmon run the Boyne almost every month of the year.  The Boyne is most important
as it represents an eastern river which holds large three-sea-winter fish from 20 –30
lb.  These fish generally arrive in February with smaller spring fish (10 lb) arriving in
April/May.  The grilse come in July, water permitting.  The river gets a further run of
fish in late August and this run would appear to last well after the fishing season. The
salmon fishing season lasts from 1st March to 30th September.  

The Blackwater is a medium sized limestone river which is still recovering from the
effects of the arterial drainage scheme of the 70’s.  Salmon stocks have not recovered
to the numbers pre drainage.  The Deel, Riverstown, Stoneyford and Tremblestown
Rivers are all spring fed with a continuous high volume of water.  They are difficult to
fish in that some are overgrown while others have been affected by drainage with the
resulting high banks.  

The site is also important for the populations of two other species listed on Annex II
of the E.U. Habitats Directive, namely River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) which is
present in the lower reaches of the Boyne River while the Otter (Lutra lutra) can be
found throughout the site.  In addition, the site also supports many more of the
mammal species occurring in Ireland.  Those which are listed in the Irish Red Data
Book include Pine Marten, Badger and Irish Hare.  Common Frog, another Red Data
Book species, also occurs within the site.  All of these animals with the addition of
the Stoat and Red Squirrel, which also occur within the site, are protected under the
Wildlife Act.



Whooper Swans winter regularly at several locations along the Boyne and Blackwater
Rivers.  Parts of these areas are within the cSAC site.  Known sites are at Newgrange
(c. 20 in recent winters), near Slane (20+ in recent winters), Wilkinstown (several
records of 100+) and River Blackwater from Kells to Navan (104 at Kells in winter
1996/97, 182 at Headfort in winter 1997/98, 200-300 in winter 1999/00).  The
available information indicates that there is a regular wintering population of
Whooper Swans based along the Boyne and Blackwater River valleys.  The birds use
a range of feeding sites but roosting sites are not well known.  The population is
substantial, certainly of national, and at times international, importance.  Numbers are
probably in the low hundreds.

Intensive agriculture is the main landuse along the site.  Much of the grassland is in
very large fields and is improved.  Silage harvesting is carried out.  The spreading of
slurry and fertiliser poses a threat to the water quality of this salmonid river and to the
lakes.  In the more extensive agricultural areas sheep grazing is carried out.  

Fishing is a main tourist attraction on the Boyne and Blackwater and there are a
number of Angler Associations, some with a number of beats.  Fishing stands and
styles have been erected in places.  The Eastern Regional Fishery Board have erected
fencing along selected stretches of the river as part of their salmonid enhancement
programme.  Parts of the river system have been arterially dredged.  In 1969 an
arterial dredging scheme commenced and disrupted angling for 18 years.  The
dredging altered the character of the river completely and resulted in many cases in
leaving very high banks.  The main channel from Drogheda upstream to Navan was
left untouched, as were a few stretches on the Blackwater.  Ongoing maintenance
dredging is carried out along stretches of the river system where the gradient is low.
This is extremely destructive to salmonid habitat in the area.  Drainage of the adjacent
river systems also impacts on the many small wetland areas throughout the site.  The
River Boyne is a designated Salmonid Water under the EU Freshwater Fish Directive.  

The site supports populations of several species listed on Annex II of the EU Habitats
Directive, and habitats listed on Annex I of this directive, as well as examples of other
important habitats.  Although the wet woodland areas appear small there are few
similar examples of this type of alluvial wet woodland remaining in the country,
particularly in the north-east.  The semi-natural habitats, particularly the strips of
woodland which extend along the river banks and the marsh and wet grasslands,
increase the overall habitat diversity and add to the ecological value of the site as does
the presence of a range of Red Data Book plant and animal species and the presence
of nationally rare plant species.

6.10.2006



Generic Conservation Objective18 July 2011

Conservation Objectives for River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC 
[002299]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation 
condition. The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC has been selected:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 002299

Lampetra fluviatilis [1099]

Salmo salar (only in fresh water) [1106]

Lutra lutra [1355]

Alkaline fens [7230]

* Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno‐Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion 
albae)

 [91E0]

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning
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SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  RIVER BOYNE AND RIVER BLACKWATER SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004232 
 
 
The River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA is a long, linear site that comprises 
stretches of the River Boyne and several of its tributaries; most of the site is in Co. 
Meath, but it extends also into Cos Cavan, Louth and Westmeath.  It includes the 
following river sections: the River Boyne from the M1 motorway bridge, west of 
Drogheda, to the junction with the Royal Canal, west of Longwood, Co Meath; the 
River Blackwater from its junction with the River Boyne in Navan to the junction 
with Lough Ramor in Co. Cavan; the Tremblestown River/Athboy River from the 
junction with the River Boyne at Kilnagross Bridge west of Trim to the bridge in 
Athboy, Co. Meath; the Stoneyford River from its junction with the River Boyne to 
Stonestown Bridge in Co. Westmeath; the River Deel from its junction with the River 
Boyne to Cummer Bridge, Co. Westmeath.  The site includes the river channel and 
marginal vegetation. 
 
Most of the site is underlain by Carboniferous limestone but Silurian quartzite also 
occurs in the vicinity of Kells and Carboniferous shales and sandstones close to Trim. 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Kingfisher. 
 
A survey in 2010 recorded 19 pairs of Kingfisher (based on 15 probable and 4 
possible territories) in the River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA.  A survey 
conducted in 2008 recorded 20-22 Kingfisher territories within the SPA.  Other 
species which occur within the site include Mute Swan (90), Teal (166), Mallard 
(219), Cormorant (36), Grey Heron (44), Moorhen (84), Snipe (32) and Sand Martin 
(553) – all figures are peak counts recorded during the 2010 survey. 
 
The River Boyne and River Blackwater Special Protection Area is of high 
ornithological importance as it supports a nationally important population of 
Kingfisher, a species that is listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.11.2010 



Generic Conservation Objective16 April 2012

Conservation Objectives for River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA 
[004232]

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to 
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. 
The Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of 
regulations that will ensure the ecological integrity of these sites.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
 •   its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing, and
 •   the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long‐term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 
 •   the conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:
 •   population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a 
long‐term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
 •   the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the 
foreseeable future, and 
 •   there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its 
populations on a long‐term basis.

Objective: To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species 
listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA:

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation 
status of habitats and species of community interest. These habitats and species are listed in 
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection 
Areas are designated to afford protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two 
designations are collectively known as the Natura 2000 network.

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at favourable conservation 
condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status of those 
habitats and species at a national level.

Start 004232

Alcedo atthis [breeding ]

For more information please go to: www.npws.ie/protectedsites/conservationmanagementplanning
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