Appendix 22 – Geological Heritage Sites

	Geological Heritage Sites in Cavan

	Theme

Site No:
	Site Name
	Townland 

/ District
	County
	OSi Sheet No.

1:50,000
	Easting
	Northing
	Principal Critical feature & key words
	Summary description
	NHA
	County Geological Site


	IGH 15 
	Kingscourt [Gypsum]
	
	Cavan
	51
	106800
	196700
	Gypsum
	
	
	

	IGH 1-36
	Western Cuilcagh
	Blacklion, Glangevlin, Dowra
	Cavan
	26
	205000
	331000
	
	Extensive area of upland karst with evidance for pre-glacial karstification, extensive glacial modification and post-glacial reactivation of karst. Tertiary igneous intrusives exert a significant controle on karstification and karst drainage. Karst springs and sinks are controled by both upper and lower contacts of the host limestone sequence in different catchments.
	IGH1 - 36
	

	IGH 16
	Shannon Pot
	
	Cavan
	26
	205300
	331700
	Spring/ Source of Shannon River
	Spring, source of River Shannon

IGH Theme – Primary is Karst

Secondary - Hydrogeology
	IGH 1-19
	

	IGH 16
	Glangevlin, Dowra
	Dowra
	Cavan
	26
	207000
	327000
	Artesian well
	Unusual chemistry
	
	

	IGH1-49
	Pollprughlisk, East Cuilcagh
	Alteen
	Cavan
	26
	216450
	328990
	
	Pollprughlisk is part of an integrated system of fracture controlled vertical caves connected by bedding controlled horizontal caves and is one of the best examples of this geomorphological feature in Ireland.  The part of the system in Northern Ireland has been evaluated for it’s scientific interest.
	IGH1-49
	

	IGH 14
	Lower Lough Erne
	
	Cavan
	27A
	236000
	009000
	Drowned morainic landscape
	
	
	

	IGH 15
	Kill
	Kill
	Cavan
	34
	243000
	291000
	Graphitic shale mined as a ‘coal’ deposit.  Only known example of this type of working
	
	
	

	IGH 4-1
	Slieve Glah Shear Zone (Orlock Bridge Fault)
	Cavan
	Cavan
	27A
	246300
	300900
	Type section for Slieve Glah Shear Zone
	This is the best section for the locally named Slieve Glah Shear Zone, and it forms part of the Orlock Bridge Fault which extends through the length of the Southern Uplands zone from Scotland through Northern Ireland, into Ireland.  This is the best and most extensive exposure of the fault, which forms the boundary between Ordovician and dominantly Silurian sections of the Southern Uplands/Longford-Down Zone. The fault features prominently in international scale plate tectonic reconstructions.
	International
	

	IGH 15
	Redhills (Claragh)
	Redhills
	Cavan
	27A
	246900
	315700
	Stratiform ferruginous shales, extensively mined in the 19th century
	Stratiform ferruginous shales, extensively mined in the 19th century
	
	

	IGH 2-8
	Cormeen Quarry
	Cormeen
	Cavan
	35
	253000
	303620
	
	Ordovician graptolites
	IGH2-8
	

	IGH 2-14
	Moneycass Glebe
	Moneycass Glebe
	Cavan
	35
	254200
	304500
	
	Mucronaspis trilobite locality of Siveter et al 1980
	IGH 2-14
	

	IGH 7
	Bruse Hill
	Mullagh
	Cavan
	34
	264500
	284000
	Crag and tails
	Crag and tails – excellent isolated example of 4 km tail (R. Meehan)
	
	Yes

	IGH 16
	Kingscourt
	
	Cavan
	35
	279000
	296000
	High sulphate well
	High sulphate well
	
	

	IGH 4-2
	Lough Acanon
	Carrickallen
	Cavan
	35
	356000
	303000
	Moffat Shale
	Crags along streamsection. Section through L. Acanon pelitic Formation exposing basal Llandovery; Moffat Shales containing interbedded mafic/intermediate tuffs; best moffat shale
	
	

	IGH 14
	Lough Keelin
	
	Cavan
	
	
	
	Previous lakeshore lines
	
	
	

	IGH 14
	Belturbet - Cootehill
	
	Cavan
	28A, 27A
	N/A
	N/A
	Irregular/ deranged drainage pattern, glacial sedimentary inheritance
	
	
	

	IGH 7
	Mid-Cavan
	
	Cavan
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Ribbed morraines
	Ribbed Morraines
	
	

	IGH 9
	Cuilcagh
	
	Cavan
	26
	
	
	Namurian
	IGH Theme – Primary is Karst

Secondary – Lower Carboniferous

Tertiary – Upper Carboniferous

The definition of this site is incomplete as geological interest in several themes needs to be integrated and further investigation to define appropriate boundaries. Need to complement any ASSI on Fermanagh side. Need to link with IGH1 karst sites especially. The geological interest of the Cuilcagh district is bigger area than that defined already for SAC and NHA.
	
	

	IGH 7
	Blackwater Valley
	
	Meath/ Cavan
	35
	263000
	283000
	Pitted sandur
	Pitted sandur
	
	Yes

	IGH 9
	Knocknacran
	
	Monaghan/ Cavan
	
	
	
	Westphalian – Permian boundary
	Westphalian – Permian boundary
	
	


Source: Geological Survey of Ireland (2007)

� The concept of County Geological Sites (CGS) was put forward by the Irish Geological Heritage Programme (IGH) (1998) for inclusion in the National Heritage Plan. These sites are non statutory, but have an element of local democracy involved in that whatever recommendations made by Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) may be modified or added to by local consultation on the County Development Plan (CDP). Sites are listed in the CDPs, and therefore included in the planning system and can not be destroyed or built on without at least an opportunity for consultation. Many CGS proposed by GSI are of national importance but may not be the very best example put forward for NHA designation. Others may be only of county importance scientifically but may be important for educational or amenity reasons.  The sites included are based on the data available as part of the IGH Programme work. 





