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1.0
INTRODUCTION

1.1
Purpose and Contents of Report

The purpose of this report is to summarise and comment on the outcome of the consultation process carried out between10th October 2012 to 5th December 2012.  Twenty One submissions were received in total. This report summarises the rationale and purpose of the plan, outlines the public consultation procedure and provides a summary and response to the issues raised in the submissions that were received.

2.0 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE

2.1
Statutory Procedure
Sections 9, 10, 11 and 12, of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended  provides the statutory basis for the making and adoption of Development Plans.  Section 11 sets out the procedure for consultation with the public.

 “......a planning authority shall take whatever additional measures it considers necessary to consult with the general public and other interested bodies…..shall hold public meetings and seek written submissions regarding all or any aspect of the proposed development plan and may invite oral submissions to be made to the planning authority regarding the plan”.

2.2
SEA – Legal Requirements

In accordance with the ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) 
 and in line with the ‘SEA Guidelines’
, it is necessary to undertake a Strategic Environmental Assessment for the preparation of the new Draft Cavan County Development Plan.  The Planning Authority produced a ‘SEA Scoping Issues Paper’ which accompanied the ‘Strategic Issues Paper’ both of which were available for public consultation.  

Submissions received in relation to the Strategic Environmental Assessment have been considered as part of the Environmental Report.  An Environmental Report is the next step in the SEA process and it will assess the significant effects of implementation of the new Draft Cavan Town and Environs Development Plan. This process is parallel to the plan making process and informs same. 

2.3 
Notification Procedure & Consultation Process
The advertised period for consultation ran from 10th October 2012 until 5th December 2012. Cavan County Council published a notice of their intention to prepare a New County Development Plan for County Cavan. This notice and the  Strategic Issues Papers were made available for public viewing in;

· The Planning Department, Farnham Centre, Farnham Street, Cavan.

· The Town Hall, Cavan Town.          

· All Major Libraries.

· All Area Offices. 

· Cavan County Council website: www.cavancoco.ie.

As well as this there were; 

· Letters sent to the prescribed bodies and relevant stakeholders.

· Newspaper advertisement in the Anglo Celt inviting written submissions or observations.

· Public Consultation Workshops at four locations around the county.

3.0
REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS

3.1
Submissions and Observations Received

There were twenty one formal written submissions or observations received within the timeframe given.  Most submissions were received from Statutory Authorities, however there were a number concerning access and rights of way, the Cavan Environment, tree planting, retail development, railway lines and one Residents Association submission and all are detailed below.
3.2
Summary of Submissions Received 

1 – Health and Safety Authority 

Key Points

Their document ‘Policy and Approach of the Health and Safety Authority to COMAH Risk-based Land-Use Planning’ should be consulted for the preparation of the plan and the plan should include planning policy in relation to major accident hazard sites notified under the regulations.

Response

That the document referred to in the above submission shall be consulted in the formulation of the new draft development plan. There are no notified sites in Co. Cavan. 

Recommendation

The issues raised form part of the new Draft Cavan County Development Plan.  

2 – Leitrim County Council

Key Points

That as an adjoining county there should be continued co-operation between the authorities in the development of the region and that there should be consistencies in policies and objectives with particular reference to Housing Policy, Tourism, Retailing, Economic Development, Pollution Control, Protection of Visually Sensitive Areas, Development of Renewable Energy, Provision of Infrastructure and Development Control Standards. 

Consideration should be given to use of ‘Justification Test’ and ‘Sequential Test’ in relation to proposals for new housing developments in urban areas having regard to the number of vacant, under construction and unfinished dwellings in both counties. ‘Unfinished Estates’ should have a specific policy included.

The following should be considered as issues of importance in the preparation of the new plan 

· Placing people and communities at the centre of plans 

· Supporting development of the Border Region and consistency with plans of adjoining counties, RPG’s and National Plans and Policies.

· Securing key infrastructure 

· Promotion and facilitation of economic development with particular emphasis on Tourism and indigenous industry.

· Ensuring the efficient and effective use of resources. 

· Facilitating renewable energies

· Protection of the environment and securing aims/objectives of River Basin Management Plans

· Ensuring planning decisions and actions are evidence based 

· Ensuring plans are concise, precise and relevant and accessible

· Ensure plans deal with legacy of economic downturn with emphasis on unfinished estates and unoccupied housing. 

Response

Cavan County Council will make specific reference to the common issues raised above that are relevant to counties Cavan and Leitrim.  The Regional Planning Guidelines and National Plans and Policies will be examined and complied with in the formulation of the draft plan as required in legislation. Plans of all adjoining counties will also be examined to ensure consistencies. 

Recommendation

The recommendations of Leitrim County Council should be carefully examined in the creation of the new Draft Cavan County Development Plan.

3- Members of Monaghan County Council 

Key Points 

The members of Monaghan County Council submit that the review of the County Development Plan notes the strategic importance of the Ulster Canal. 

Response and Recommendation 

That the strategic importance of the Ulster Canal is noted in the draft plan for County Cavan. 

4 – NRA 
Key Points

· This submission acknowledges the requirement for growth in Cavan and identification of Cavan Town as a Hub Town in the National Spatial Strategy. The M/N3 has been identified as a strategic radial corridor in the National Spatial Strategy and in the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Border Region 2010-2022 as well as the N54 and N55 as strategic links. 

· The NRA recommends that the provisions of ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ are adhered to. The Councils are requested to prepare the draft plan, particularly proposed zoning and development objectives with implications for safe and efficient operation of national roads in the area, to ensure compliance with these Guidelines. 

· The NRA supports the concentration of development in established urban centres framed within a coherent integrated land use and transportation strategy. 

· The NRA seeks to ensure that the carrying capacity, operational efficiency, safety and significant national investment made in national roads in Cavan are protected. 

· The revised Core Strategy should not only consider the extent and location of residential lands but also the extent and location of industrial, employment and other commercial type land uses to prepare a co-ordinated and integrated land use pattern. 

· Development plan should contain policy to avoid the creation of additional access points from new development or the generation of increased traffic from existing accesses to national roads to which speed limits greater than 50kph apply and to avoid the proliferation of accesses to national roads subject to 60kph speed limit. There is a requirement to co-ordinate zoning designations and/or access strategies with speed limits on national routes. 

· The sustainable integration of land use and transportation needs to be a strategic principle in the draft development plan not only in the transportation section but also as a principle that feeds through social, economic and especially more local area policies and objectives. 
· Development objectives should guide developers to design for sustainable transport requirements at the earliest stages of development design. 

· Traffic and Transport Assessments are not a substitute for an overall transport assessment of the area prior to preparation of the draft plan. Therefore a Strategic Transport Assessment should be undertaken in the preparation of the Cavan Town and Environs Plan. 

· Traffic and Transport Assessments and Road Safety Audits should be carried   out on new developments where appropriate.

· The draft plan should contain policy on the control of non road traffic signage on or adjacent to national roads. 

· New developments should submit proposals for identification and mitigation of noise. 

Response

Cavan County Council will make specific reference to the issues raised above that are relevant to the draft Cavan County Development Plan.  As per the existing plan there will b particular reference to protection and assessment of our national roads system that is contained in the County. The document ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ will be examined and complied with in the formulation of a draft plan.
Recommendation

That the recommendations contained in the submissions are considered and implemented in the preparation of the new draft plan. 

5 – Roger Garland - Keep Ireland Open  
Key Points 

Ensure plan takes into consideration plan in adjoining counties and in particular plans in Border Region. In relation to the existing plan the following comments are made 

· Should provide Index

· Development management stands at end of each chapter or at least cross referencing

· Plan could be improved by sub numbering and sub-lettering lists of points and paragraphs. 

Chapter 1 – Content of Development Plan - include new mandatory development objectives should be listed. This submission has also recommended that the new plan indicates that it ‘is consistent with’ National Spatial Guidelines, DoECLG Guidelines and Regional Planning Guidelines. The Planning Act indicated ‘shall have regard to’ but this submission considers that this is open to misinterpretation. This also recommends that the plan states that it has been ‘have regard to’ plans of adjoining counties as opposed to ‘take into account’. 

Considers under Rural Development section that eco/geo/green tourism, farmhouse accommodation, open/pet farms and horse trekking centres should be included.

A section on Agriculture should be included. Recommended policies on Agriculture include fencing and land use and agriculture i.e. that commonage will be considered as environmental/recreational resource.

Extractive Industries 

· Plan should include policy to state that extractive industries do not impinge on existing rights of way. 

· That extractive industries should not be located in SPA’s, SAC’s, NHA’s and in or near National Monuments. 

· That existing rights of way and established walking routes are established prior to new developments in extractive industry.

Forestry

· Forestry will not be permitted in or near ridge lines, scenic landscapes, views and vistas, public rights of way, access routes and heritage features

· On steep slopes above 300 metre line planting will be strongly discouraged

· Forestry should no obstruct existing public rights of way, traditional walking routes, recreational and tourism facilities.

· Existing rights of way and established rights of way should be established before planting commences. 

· Discourage new planting except broadleaf in proposed/candidate and adopted NHAs, SAC’s, SPA’s, designated Sensitive Rural Landscapes and Visually Vulnerable Areas, along designated Scenic Routes.

· Comply with Forest Service ‘Indicative Forestry Statement’ with regard to Amenity Forests including a map showing land suitable for amenity forests. 

Physical Infrastructure 
This presents recommendations to deal with cycling and walking.

Wind Energy 
Identification of existing rights of way and walking routes prior to new developments and prohibit impact thereon. 

Hydro energy – should include a policy on same and ensure no impact on rights of way and established walking routes. 

Telecommunications Masts - should include in policy documentary evidence in the event that new proposals are not co-location and Section 47 agreements should be entered into obliging developers to make site available at reasonable cost. 
Should comply with DoECLG Guidelines 

Masts and base stations should respect landscape and visual impact dealt with 

Existing rights of way and established walking routes will be identified prior to new developments which will be prohibited if they impinge thereon

Council should seek national/regional body to monitor installations regarding proliferation, co-location and use of best available technology.

Heritage Plan – 
· Review Heritage Plan and mention main objectives of Heritage Plan

· Continue to employ Heritage Officer and publish Heritage Plan on website 

· Policies submitted for Archaeological Heritage, Natural Heritage and landscape, Woodlands 

· Ensure public access to islands

· Undertake feasibility study on areas considered suitable for designation as National Parks

· Preserve open character of commonage and other hill land

· Develop and support Green Infrastructure Strategy 

· Maintain protect, properly manage and expand waterways corridors

· To consider the distance from rivers that should be kept free from development.

· Maintain, protect, properly manage and expand waterway corridors from inappropriate development

· Developments along river, canals and watercourses for walking/cycling routes to extend to adjoining counties.

· Improvements to access taken into account when considering development proposals that increases, secure, improve and enhance public access.

· Pilgrim paths, paths to mass rocks, holy wells, looped walks and cycle routes should be shown on maps.

· Promote, develop and support Irish Trails Strategy, walking routes etc with suggestions on disused roads and railways. 

· Golf clubs should not impinge on existing rights of way 

· Some reference should be made to Enforcement of Planning legislation.

Response

Cavan County Council will make specific reference to the issues raised above that are relevant to the draft Cavan County Development Plan.  This submission contains many recommendations which can be referred to in the preparation of the plan. Access to rights of way is an issue that the Planning Authority is obliged to deal with in the preparation of the new draft plan. 
Recommendation

That the recommendations contained in the submissions are considered and implemented in the preparation of the new draft plan. 

6 – Energy Descent Action Group 
Key Points

This group has created an Energy Descent Action Plan which is a guide to reducing our dependence on fossil fuels and reducing our carbon footprint over the next 20 years. This is written for the people of Co. Cavan and community of Cavan Town. Issues include: 

· The beginning of the end of cheap oil

· The Earth’s climate is warming 

· Our food and water supplies are vulnerable 

· World population is booming 

· The world economy and financial system is shaking.
The document has provided suggestions in the County for the following topics 

· Food

· Health 

· Housing 

· Community 

· Skills/Education/Enterprise/Economics

· Transport 

· Energy 

· Waste 

Response

The promotion of sustainable energy is a fundamental building block of the creation of any development plan and the content of this document has set out practical and useful ways of involving communities in playing their part. The draft plan should promote the issues relevant to the development plan.

Recommendation

That the document is considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan 2014-2020.

7 – Carrickane Residents Association 
Key Points

· Request completion of Loreto Road Circuit footpath to create a safe walking circuit and facilitates hospital, school and town traffic.

· They request access to town sewerage system in order to prevent potential pollution of rivers and lakes

· Anxious to see lands at Lisdarn dezoned.

· They regularly clean up rubbish from Loreto Woods and so request more free days for collection of electrical goods and these could be arranged perhaps in Cavan Mart.

Response

The request for the footpath completed has been noted and should be discussed with area engineer at drafting of draft development plan. A development of this nature would be subject to funding. 

In the absence of proposals for development lands (i.e. phase 1 lands) in this area it is unlikely that sewerage facilities will be extended to this area of Cavan environs in the immediate future.

The lands at Lisdarn are currently not available for development as they are not Phase 1 lands. The allocation of development lands for the new draft plan will be carried out in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the town and environs, in that phase 1 zoned residential lands, shall be located nearest the town centre, in lands that have available infrastructure and services.    It is considered that the suggestion of collection of electrical goods should be discussed with Waste Management Section. 

Recommendation

That the content and recommendations in the submission are considered in the formulation of a new draft plan.  This submission is also relevant to Cavan Town and Environs Development Plan.
8 – Border Regional Authority 
Key Points
· There is an emphasis in the key issues paper on population growth and statistics whist the key issues should be around the causes and reasons for these emerging growth and development patterns

· Environmental Issues Paper is welcomed and issues should be appropriately dealt with Environmental Report and Habitats Assessment Report.

· Key consideration should be given to environmental and water quality issues emerging from all River Basin Management Plans within and adjoining the county. Development should be directed where the environment can absorb it.

· The development of CFRAM’s and the strategic issues emerging from this process should be incorporated into the new development plan.

· Need to investigate the requirement for transboundary consultation to ensure compliance with SEA Directive. 

· The draft plan should be consistent with all aspects of the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Border Region – all population targets, housing and housing land requirements of the RPGs should be incorporated into the new draft plan.

· Settlement Strategy should be promoted as a positive framework for the development of the county and provides certainty to investors and developers in the private sector. This also provides a clear statement where funding priorities should be targeted. 

· Existing Housing Strategy should be reviewed, informed and aligned with the new Core Strategy. 

· The spatial distribution of population growth is an issue which requires to be carefully analysed in terms of causes and effects on patterns of growth. For example reasons for growth in east of county Ballyjamesduff, Virginia and Mullagh and places like Butlersbridge and Ballyconnell needs to be understood and implication need to be developed into appropriate policy responses in terms of services required. 

· It is important that new developments are directed into settlements that have infrastructural capacity to absorb development. This is particularly important with regard the need to comply with directives such as Floods, Habitats, Water Framework and SEA Directive. 

· Existing housing stock needs to be assessed for its suitability in terms of meeting specific housing demand e.g. are there sufficient family homes in settlements to provide for family needs. Not all persons have the same housing need and through the housing strategy review, the relevant numbers for each housing need should be identified with sufficient serviced lands zoned for residential development to meet these needs. 

· The issue of where growth has taken place in towns and villages needs to be addressed i.e. growth at edge of towns at the expense of the core urban area.

· New development plan needs to identify urban and rural areas where there is a community infrastructure need and develop an appropriate policy framework to deal with this issue.

· Economic policy need to be well developed in this plan and a separate chapter needs to be dedicated which is closely aligned to the settlement strategy. Census information and Forfas reports prepared in support of Regional Economic Strategy within the RPG’s will assist. The economic strategy needs to extend beyond the administrative boundary of the county and include the wider regional context, particularly on a cross border basis. 

· Department of Transports Smarter Travel Policy and its promotion of more sustainable transport modes primarily walking, cycling and public transport should be included in the policies of the proposed plans. Reference should also be made to Green Schools and Smarter Travel Workplaces programme. 

· The National Transport Authority now has a national role for integrated local and rural transport. Of consideration for the new plan is

· Potential for local bus services/sustainable transport for rural residents 

· Role and function of scheduled public transport services linking Cavan to the rest of the county and for intra county trips

· Location function and potential usage of the National Cycle Network should be considered.

· Document Achieving Effective Workplace Travel Plans – Guidance for Local Authorities includes guidance on thresholds for Travel Plans and mode split targets and indicators. The aim is to fully integrate travel plans as part of the development management function. 

· Document Workplace Travel Plans – A Guide for Implementation contains practical advice on travel plans. 

Response

The new Settlement Strategy and Core Strategy of the new draft plan shall concentrate and deal with the issues raised above. The issues and advice given in this submission will be utilised in the preparation of the proposed draft development plan. 

Issues raised in relation to the preparation of an Environmental Report for SEA and for Appropriate Assessment will be considered. Both the Environmental Report and the Appropriate Assessment shall be prepared concurrently with the draft development plan. As per the current plan sustainable transport modes, policies and function will be considered in the preparation of the draft plan. His shall be done in adherence to documents outlined in this submission. 

Recommendation

That the content and recommendations in the submission are considered in the formulation of a new draft plan. 

9 – James Fee
Key Points

Trees

· There should be a sustained native tree planting programme. Schemes should encourage the plantation of native woodlands. Tree nurseries should be home grown native species.

· Landowners could be part of a ‘carbon sink’ scheme where CO2 emissions are offset with native tree planting. 

· REP schemes should be more relaxed about naturally occurring woodland establishing itself at the periphery of meadows and agricultural land.

· New developments (roads and building projects) should include the planting of trees and if not possible a financial contribution to planting elsewhere. Strict compliance required. 

New Developments 

· New houses and sheds in Geopark area should be screened by trees to reduce their visual impact

· New projects should consider visual impact e.g. wind farms and platforms for fracking. New houses in rural locations should be discouraged and there should be an incentive to take up the houses in ghost estates. 

Roads

· Narrow roads should have lay-bys/passing points 

· Rural junctions should have road markings 

· At schools there should be special road ‘zones’ and road should be painted with ‘school-scoil’.

· Every village and main thoroughfare of every town should have a ‘slow zone’ to traffic defined with markings on the road. 

Response

It is considered essential to liaise with the Heritage Officer in relation to the role of the development plan in the promotion of native tree planting.
It is noted however that the planting of forestry is exempted development (up to 50ha) and therefore does not require planning permission and is dealt with by Forestry Service. Planting for new developments is considered essential and does result in a reduced visual impact. This is a current policy in the existing development plan and will be proposed for the new draft plan. This current policy is that all new dwellings are satisfactorily landscaped and not just dwellings located in the Geopark area. The Planning Authority cannot enforce the landscaping of development which is constructed as Exempted Development such as agricultural sheds.  Road Design Department to advise during the preparation of the development plan in relation to rural road safety. 

Recommendation

That the content of this submission is considered in the preparation and formulation of policies and objectives for the new draft development plan. 

10  – EPA

Key Points

· The plan should have a clear commitment to the improvement of water quality as per the Water Framework Directive. 

· Protect areas listed on the WFD Register of Protected Areas

· Protection of designated and undesignated areas e.g. Natura 2000 sites, NHA, local designations 

· infrastructure deficiencies e.g. wastewater treatment plants in Cavan, Ballyconnell and Kingscourt failed to meet overall requirements of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Regulations 2001 and a number of drinking water supplies (Ballyconnell, Belturbet and Kingscourt) are listed as being ‘identified by the HSE where further investigation/improvement may be required’.

· In the zoning of lands that areas at risk of flooding are avoided. A clear commitment to the requirements of the Flood Risk Management Guidelines should be included in the plans. 

· This submission issues advice in relation to the preparation of the SEA and outlines the most up to date legislation for reference. 

Response

The preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan requires the preparation of an Environmental Report in compliance with the requirements of Strategic Environmental Assessment. An Appropriate Assessment will also be required. The issues raised above will be dealt with in the preparation of these documents, which is done concurrently with the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan. 


Recommendation


That the issues raised in this submission are dealt with in the preparation of the 
new draft Cavan County Development Plan and also in the documents for 
Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment. 


11 – Inland Fisheries Ireland 


Key Points


County Cavan contains a wide range of fishery habitats with four Min river 
Catchments located in the county, namely Erne, Shannon, Inny, Boyne, Dee and 
Glyde.  These catchments contain a wide variety of fish including salmon and 
brown trout, course fish and pike. Many main river channels and their tributaries 
are exceptional in the area in supporting Atlantic salmon, sea trout and brown 
trout populations. Recent data indicates the presence of spawning populations of 
Sea, River and Brook Lamprey which highlights the sensitivity of watercourses in 
the county. Only clean, uncontaminated surface waters shall drain to the river 
network at all times. 
Population, Settlement Strategy and Public Open Spaces – development should only take place where there is necessary infrastructure thus complying with Water Framework Directive. 
Community, Recreational and Public Open Spaces - with the importance of angling in the County there should be a policy indicating the importance of development of facilitates to encourage anglers of all abilities to access the resource. 
Economic Development and Employment – this section should acknowledge the importance angling makes in the tourism of the county and provide for the close co-operation with the IFI in relation to the development, promotion and marketing of the angling product of the county. 
Physical Infrastructure – the impacts of poorly designed river/stream crossing structures can be serious in terms of habitat loss. Prevention of the free upstream migration of fish species such as salmon, trout and Lamprey can effectively result in the loss of spawning habitat. 
This contravenes the Water Framework Directive and is an offence under Fisheries Act. The new plan should include a policy on the use of clear span structures where possible on fisheries waters and that the IFI should be consulted. 
The Guidelines ‘Requirements for the protection of fishery habitat during the construction and development works at river sites’ shall be referred to as well as NRA Guidelines.
Water and Wastewater – should promote water conservation to ensure reliable water supplies in future. New developments should consider rain water harvesting. There is an issue with unregulated water abstraction for crop irrigation. It is important to compile a comprehensive and robust assessment of local infrastructure needs and Local Authority capacity to meet these needs into the plan. 
Renewable Energy – new windfarms should comply during construction phase with fishery guidelines as some have potential for negative impacts on aquatic habitat. 
Rural Areas – developments should comply with the Water Framework Directive and other legislation relevant to the protection of the aquatic environment. Agriculture practices requires strict adherence to implementation of Nitrates Regulations/cross compliance.
Urban Areas – watercourse needs to be maintained as natural corridors for fish and wildlife.

   Natural Heritage –Environment – the development plan must recognise that the protection of aquatic environment/habitat not only requires the protection of water quality but also necessitates the protection and maintenance of physical habitat and hydrological processes/regimes. 
Natural Heritage – Invasive Species developments should not lead to the spread of invasive species.

Natural Heritage-Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems – this requirement along with good management of the site should aid in flooding and pollution management. 
Climate Change – the draft development plan should address the need to meet Water Framework Directive objectives regarding this issue.
Response

This submission has highlighted some important issues for inclusion n a new draft development plan including consistency with River Basin Management Plans, requirement for sewerage infrastructure facilities in order for development to be considered, avoidance of river corridor interference, promotion of improvement of natural watercourses in urban renewal and development proposals, encourage local participation and an invitation to consult with the IFI on developments which may impact on the aquatic environment. These issues shall be considered in the formulation of the new drat development plan. 

Recommendation

That the content of this submission is considered in the preparation and formulation of policies and objectives for the new draft development plan. 

12 – Irish Concrete Federation  

Key Points

· Irish Concrete Federation, ’Environmental Code of Practice’ places emphasis on interaction with Local Authorities and communities in raising awareness of their members commitment to sustainable development. 

· The use of Aggregate Potential Mapping Programme by Geological Survey Ireland will assist planners in developing aggregates policy from a knowledge base. 

· A previous study ‘A Strategy for the Concrete Industry in Ireland’ in 2000 established the importance of concrete products and stone/gravel as a portion of the total construction supply chain. 

· Aggregates will be used in the current construction developments (mainly rural dwellings) but also in the construction, upgrade and maintenance of Irelands 98,000km road network and other essential infrastructure. 

· Aggregates can only be worked where they occur and due to significant transport costs generally operate within a market radius of 30-50km from production site. 

· It is essential that certainty is established through longer term permissions in order to ensure continued operation of companies. 

· Section 261 A and removal of the ‘7 year rule’ for enforcement will ultimately result in only authorised quarries operating.

· Aggregates contribute to local economy and rural employment 

· It is necessary to extract and process these materials for shelter and infrastructure 

· Given the nature of the industry and potential for environmental impact the aggregate and concrete sector recognises it has role to play in relation to environment

· Planning system needs to recognise land use requirements for the industry, determine the future resource extraction areas and protect areas within content of county development plans 

· Each area action plan should examine the need for a quarry in that area. Inappropriate to be ‘broad brush’ landscape character assessment.

· Need give due regard to information in GSI Aggregate Potential Mapping when considering policy for protection/zoning of raw material reserves. 

· Need to refer to Guidelines in conditioning quarries. 

· LA need to ensure they use authorised quarries in compliance with their conditions for their own use. Long term planning consents are required. 

· Time restrictions should consider need to supply materials outside of normal working hours i.e. for major infrastructure developments 

· After use of site should consider economic and practical realities as often extracted sites offer favourable opportunities for the promotion of biodiversity. 

· Pre planning meetings need o be meaningful and focused 

· Review of development contributions for new extractive developments is urgently required. 

Response

The Planning Authority is committed to producing a draft plan that encourages rural economies and supports the protection of the environment. This submission in relation to aggregates shall be considered in the preparation of the new County Development Plan and in the formulation of any new Development Contribution Scheme. The policies in the existing plan will be examined in light of the submission. All new applications adhere to the Quarry Guidelines. 

Recommendation

That this submission and its contents are considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan.

13  – GVA Planning Stephen Ward, Planning Consultant on behalf of Sunlas          
Partnership. 

Key Points

· Seeking to retain current objective to prioritise existing Town Core zoned lands for development

· Retain objective to prioritise Brownfield lands for development 

· Ensure that land use zoning objectives take full account of extant permissions in terms of category of uses that are permitted under a particular land use zoning objective. 

· The RPGS state that ‘The centres of cities and towns are the most suitable locations for the higher order and fashion and comparison goods and are the most accessible locations for the majority of the catchment population. They should be supported in maintaining and expanding their retail offer to serve that population in a sustainable way which will also reduce the need to travel’. 

Response

The Planning Authority is committed to producing a draft plan that encourages town centre retail development. The new Retail Guidelines and the Regional Planning Guidelines will be referred to and adhered to in the preparation of the retail policies and objectives and the new Retail Strategy for the County that will be prepared for inclusion in the draft County Development Plan.  

Recommendation

That this submission and its contents are considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan.

14 – Irish Wind Energy Association 

Key Points

· Renewable energy is a vital part of tackling 2 major challenges – secure supply of energy and combating climate change. 

· Irelands target under EU Directive 2009/28EC on the Promotion of Renewable Energy Sources is for renewable energy sources to account for 16% of total energy consumption by 2020. 

· Expansion of Irish Wind Industry will be positive economic development for Ireland with greater grid security and stability, job creation and lower energy prices. 

· An additional 3,200 MW of additional wind capacity will need to be installed over next 8 years and Co. Cavan currently has 122MW.

· It is considered that wind energy developments can be accommodated in other locations in the county – in areas relatively elevated, separation distances of at least 500m from nearest residences and where there is sufficient land area.
· Forward planning need to seriously consider the optimum sites in the county.

· Reference needs to b made to SEAI document ‘A Methodology for Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategies’. 

· IWEA highlight the importance of grid infrastructure – therefore would like plan not to be overly prescriptive with no prescribed direction to place electricity infrastructure underground. 

· Overhead lines are a more secure electricity supply, easier and faster to repair and free from the environmental and technical concerns that arise from trenching. 

· The existing plans positive outlook on renewable energy is welcomed and should be continued. The new plan should include also an emphasis on the significant economic potential of developing wind energy projects.
Response

The Planning Authority is committed to producing a draft plan that encourages renewable energy generation and the preparation of the wind energy policy. The Planning Authority will ensure that the existing policies for renewable energy in the current plan are examined and updated accordingly to ensure compliance with recent regulations and guidelines. 

Recommendation

That this submission and its contents are considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan.

15  – GVA Planning 

Key Points

· Submission will focus on retail sector – a major employer in the County and region and one which makes a major contribution to the urban structure of towns within Cavan by increasing vitality and viability. 

· Retail sector is influenced by population, residential zoning, economic development policies, development management and local economic conditions. 

· Retail policies need to be proofed against policies relating to the aforementioned areas to ensure that retail investment and employment creation is facilitated. 

· A cautionary approach should be taken with regard to residential de-zoning to ensure sufficient lands are available for sustained population growth. Cavan Town and Environs is well positioned to continue on an upward population growth curve and the focus of the Planning Authority should be on seeding the conditions for this to occur by promoting employment, particularly within the retail sector. 

· Economic development actions should be provided in draft plan to stimulate the retail sector within Cavan. The Planning Authority should take a lead role in the implementation of ‘Putting People First, Action Programme for Effective Local Government’ which seeks to integrate economic and spatial planning. The Planning Authority should identify a set of economic priorities including 

· Identify and respond to the competitive advantage held by businesses located in Northern Ireland.

· Secure retail investment from major retail operators seeking to expand or restructure floor space in Cavan.

· Actively seek investment from major retail operators that do not currently have a presence in Cavan.
· Establish a new organisational structure to coordinate investment and development of retail sector in Cavan.

· Ring fencing a portion of commercial rates for Cavan Town Urban Realm Improvements that benefit all retailers.

· Development Management policies should be cognisant of the challenges facing the retail sector, the business models of retailers and the requirements of customers. Current development management standards do not provide sufficient flexibility, recognising the importance characteristics and requirements of retail operators. An array of factors will determine the attractiveness of a town for new retail development and these should be considered by the Planning Authority in reviewing the development Management Policies including public realm quality, support from economic and town development agencies, retail layout achievable, traffic management and movement strategy, servicing/deliveries and accessibility, height and mixes of uses, car parking, health and safety, development plan restrictions and development contributions. 

· The development contributions should be reduced. 

Response

The Planning Authority is committed to producing a draft plan that encourages town centre retail development. The draft Economic Strategy for the county will be considered in this context and the context of the new Retail Guidelines. A new draft Development Contribution Scheme is currently being devised.

Recommendation

That this submission and its contents are considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan.

16 – Eirgrid 

Key Points 

· The national electricity transmission grid plays a vital role in the supply of electricity.

· Some 58%of current demand for electricity is in gateway cities and towns and the Grid25 Strategy endorses the NSS goal of developing gateways and achieving balanced regional development. 

· Grid25 sets out a Government approved high level strategy for the development of the necessary transmission infrastructure to support Ireland’s national renewable electricity target.

· The Grid25 Implementation Programme 2011 – 2016 was published in May 2012.

· There are a number of issues in Border Region which need to be addressed for the strategic development of the electricity transmission infrastructure. These issues arise due to: 

· Significant extent of new generation. 

· Requirement to optimally integrate renewable generation and the associated required transmission in the Border Region ad Northern Ireland.

· Security of supply in the region.
· The connection of new wind farms will require an upgrade of the existing infrastructure and there is a need to construct new high voltage electricity transmission infrastructure. 

· The second major interconnector (North-South 400kv) between Ireland and Northern Ireland is required to improve competition by reducing transmission constraints that are currently restricting the efficient performance of the all island Single Electricity Market. 

· In the period of the new County Development Plan Eirgrid will progress the following projects in Co. Cavan.
· North –South 400kv Interconnection Development- required to facilitate greater cross border sharing of electricity, improve efficiency, allowing more renewable energy to be connected, enhance security of electricity supply, reinforce transmission network in north east. 

· Currently investigating the need to upgrade the 110kv line from Arva to Shankill No.1 and the Arva to Carrick-on-Shannon.

· Government Policy Statement on Strategic Importance of Transmission and other Energy Infrastructure is required to be noted in drafting of the new plan.

· This submission has included suggested policies for inclusion in the county development plan including 

· Policy on provision of secure and reliable electricity transmission infrastructure 

· Policy to facilitate the provision of energy networks 

· Policy as per the National Spatial Strategy to consider the need for power corridors 
· Planning Authority need to consider ‘Government Policy Statement on Strategic Importance of Transmission and other Energy Infrastructure’ in which Eirgrid are required to carry out its consideration of the available technical alternatives including undergrounding. All final projects proposals involve the careful balance between identified need for the project and technical, environmental, economic and social issues. 

Response

The Planning Authority is committed to producing a draft plan that considers the importance of the infrastructure provided by Eirgrid. 
Recommendation

That, as per the existing County Development Plan, this submission and its contents are considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan.

17  – Geological Survey of Ireland 

Key Points 

· Geological heritage is part of Cavan’s natural heritage and its uniqueness is a reflection of the county’s geological makeup. 

· It should remain a policy in the new plan to protect sites of County Geological Sites from inappropriate development

· The Soils and Water chapter of the SEA should contain information on soils, geology, geological heritage, surface water and groundwater and geological heritage.

· 20 provisional sites of County Geological Sites have been identified in Co. Cavan. 

· Consultation with GSI should take place for planning applications for quarries, wind farms 

Response
The Planning Authority is committed to producing a draft plan considers the importance of the geology and County Geological Sites in the County. The draft plan, as per the current plan, will identify and seek to protect the existing geological sites in our county and recognise and acknowledge and uniqueness which is worthy of protection. 

Recommendation

That this submission and its contents are considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan.

18 – Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht

Key Points 
Nature Conservation 

· New plan should contain a natural heritage section and the sites, habitats and species listed should be taken into account in the preparation of the new plan. Objectives to conserve and protect these sites, habitats and species should be included in the draft plan. The draft plan should ensure nature conservation designation sites are protected through policies and objectives and that the plan takes cognise of relevant circular letters. 

· This submission makes the following recommendations 

· That new plan fully adheres to Border Regional Authority Regional Planning Guidelines 

· Any development arising from the plan complies with proper planning and sustainable development 

· Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht is fully consulted regarding assessments to address possible environmental impacts especially impacts in relation to designated sites e.g. walking trails 

· Maps and site synopses of designated and proposed sites are contained in Appendices of the plan 

· The plan needs to recognise that protected species can occur outside designated sites and take note of 2020 Biodiversity target agreed at Nagoya Convention on Biological Diversity Intergovernmental Conference in 2010, the National Biodiversity Plan  and the need to protect Biodiversity

· Article 10 of Habitats Directive outlines the need to include linear features and stepping stones for Biodiversity in land use plans e.g. hedges, rivers canals and roadside verges, marshes, woodlands

· Proposed plan should emphasise the importance of hedgerows and where require removal should not be done during nesting season and should be replaced. 

· Any walkways along rivers or lakes should ensure they are a suitable distance from the water’s edge so as not to interfere with habitats and species. 

· A policy needs to be put in place to deal with and protect against the accidental introduction of invasive species. Invasive species needs a policy and plan of action in the new draft plan. 

· SEA and Screening for AA or full AA will be required during the process of draft plan preparation. This submission has outlined guidance in relation to baseline information for the Environmental Report, the SEA process and the AA process. 
National Monuments Section

· The Planning and Development Acts, Local Government Act 2001 and European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valetta, 1992) all require that the protection of archaeological heritage is taken into account in the development plan making process. The Department request that the plan includes a standard objective for the protection of archaeological heritage. The Department also recommends the inclusion of a section/chapter in the draft plan regarding ‘Archaeological Heritage’ which would clearly outline the main planning objectives regarding the archaeological heritage of the Development plan. This submission has included recommended wording of this section of the development plan. The Department has recommended that the development plan includes a record of all areas of importance for the archaeological heritage and all Recorded Monuments should be included on maps. 

Response

As per the current development plan, it is intended to include a section of the proposed draft plan on Archaeological Heritage of the County Cavan area and include in same policies and objectives to provide for the protection and preservation of same in a manner to the satisfaction of the Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht. 

Recommendation

That the content of the submission is considered in the preparation of the draft Development Plan for County Cavan. 
19 – Bernard Allan 

Key Points

· The dismantled railway corridor between Inny Junction to Cavan Town is a 24 ¾ mile long dismantled railway corridor which last saw passenger trains in 1947 and was completely closed in January 1960 by CIE.  With a small number of minor exceptions the first 15 miles of the rail alignment out of Cavan Town, are in Cavan County Council ownership. In the decades ahead, and subject to further population growth and perhaps a cross border project, there may be well a realistic case for reinstating the line for passenger and possibly freight use. It would be significantly cheaper to reopen this line in Cavan Council ownership rather than purchase land. 

· Cavan County council are commended for keeping the circa 15 miles in their ownership essentially free from development. Could the development plan consider safeguarding the alignment free from further development and formalising this in the County Development Plan? Consideration could be given to utilising all or part of the line as a public footpath or cycleway e.g. Westport to Achill.

· The railway line to Kingscourt in the Southeast of the county was last used by freight in 2001 and last traversed by train in 2002. The line is disconnected from the operational railway at Tara Junction in Navan - author understands there is a feasibility study of using the line as a cycle and walking trail

Response

The Planning Authority would encourage all sustainable transport proposals for the County.  The Planning Authority should consider the protection of the railway lines for recreational purposes in the draft Cavan County Development Plan. 
Recommendation

That the content of this submission is considered in the preparation of the Cavan County Development Plan.
20 – John Matthews, Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht

Key Points
Submission details possible areas of ecological interest, importance and concern for inclusion, recognition and protection in the drafting of the new County Development Plan
1. Slieve Rushen – lands of heath, heath grassland, heather, upland bog, species rich grasslands and mosaics located adjoining the designated site. These are worthy of conservation and protection as areas of ecological importance and biodiversity. They are in or near the townlands of Mullinacre Upper, Corneen and Carrowmorew.

2. Fartrim Bog, Ballyconnell- intact and active raised bog which at present is undesignated or legally protected. 

3. Small white orchid habitats and lands in West Cavan – this area extends around Glangevlin to Dowra to Lough Mac Nean/Corratirrim. Flora Protection Orders are in place to protect these orchids. Lands should be considered for acknowledgement in the draft County Development Plan. Townlands where the orchids occur are Barran, Gowlat, Curraavagagh, Cornahaw, Corraquigley, Corratirrim, Garavagh, Coracashel, Tullynafrave, Derrynaseer, Corrleckagh Upper, Corrleckagh Lower, Cortober Upper, Cortober Lower and other areas of NW Dowra not yet surveyed.

4. Limestone/Calcareious Grasslands with Health and Juniper Scrub – located in the same areas as the Small White Orchid. These habitats support many rare and declining species and occur near Corratirrim, Monegashel, Skeagh townlands. 

5. Marsh Fritillary Habitats and Populations – these are found in the same habitats as the Small White Orchid and Limestone/Calcareous grasslands. This is a legally protected butterfly and is under threat. 

6. Tirlahode Lough and associated wetlands and natural habitats – located on R-165 from Cavan to Grousehall, it is a small intact Lough and adjoining wetlands approx. 10ha in size.
7. Wetlands along R-188 from Cavan to Cootehill being south of Drung – a wetland area with a habitat of reed and tall sedge swamp and also reedbed and scrub supporting mature white willow trees. Site is approx 6.25ha and straddles 3 townlands Carrickateane, Killygarry and Corcloghan and forms part of the Annalee catchment. 

Response

This submission has provided the Planning Authority with local knowledge of certain sites, habitats and species that are considered to be of importance. Although not nationally designated, there are protected species on these sites. These are worthy of protection and should be included as local designations in the draft County Development Plan. 

Recommendation

That the content of this submission is considered in the preparation of the draft Cavan County Development Plan. 
4.0 Public Consultation Outcome

4.1 Introduction

This section of the Managers Report outlines the outcomes of the public consultation workshops which were carried out as part of this phase of public consultation for the new County Development Plan. Public consultation workshops were carried out in Cavan Town, Bailieboro, Ballyconnell and Ballyjamesduff. As outlined below, the first section of the public consultation workshop involved the creation of a Vision Statement for the County. The second stage of the public consultation workshop was to carry out themed discussions with prompts from the Strategic Issues Paper. This involved discussions on the following topics 

· Urban and Rural Areas

· Rural Areas 

· Conservation of out Built Heritage

· Community, Recreation and Public Space

· Natura Heritage 

· Physical Infrastructure

· Economic Development and Employment 

The extracts from all group discussions has been provided and a summary of the issues with each theme has been provided immediately after the theme title. 

5.0
Vision Statements as per County Public Consultations
5.1
Ballyjamesduff 
“A Cavan that is a good place to live at all stages of life, which promotes economic regeneration, sustainable development/energy and places community at the heart of everything we do”.
5.2 
Bailieboro 
“Our vision is for a bright clean county, proud of our natural resources and heritage, accessible for all and with a sustainable future with full employment and thriving businesses”. 

“That Cavan be a better place to live, work and enjoy”.

“To encourage tourism, protect our built and natural heritage, better access to recreational facilities and better infrastructure”.

“A place where people can live with respect and dignity, a county with good accessibility (transport and broadband) and a county that considers peoples need and encourages the sustainable  development of town and village centres”.

“That County Cavan prospers economically through support of the local economy and protection of our small businesses, towns and villages”. 
5.3 
Ballyconnell 
“We want a tourism rich county that has a balanced sustainable environment, inclusive to all through practical and achievable policies for future generations”. 

5.4 
Cavan Electoral Area 
“That Cavan reflects the values of integrity, social inclusion and sustainability for all citizens”. 

“A county where all people are considered and have equal access to service provision with a socially inclusive attitude and contains a shared vision of a future which focuses on economic regeneration within all communities, providing for development of infrastructure in a sustainable way”. 

“That Cavan will be a forward looking place to live, with strong local leadership and an inclusive society in which every citizen can have a say in local issues to encourage economic, social and community life that is supportive of the family life cycle”. 

Chosen Vision for County Cavan

That Cavan in 2020 will be a place that we all can be proud of;  a place where people can enjoy a good quality of life; a better place to live, work and enjoy.

6.0
Responses to Themes

6.1 
Theme: Urban and Rural Areas
Summary 
Expansion of towns has occurred and the necessary services have not been provided like schools, infrastructure, community facilities, health centres etc.

We need to improve our towns and villages by considering their needs in terms of parking and ease of access for businesses. Each town needs an action plan.
When you look at these population figures is this how imagined the population of your town or village?
Virginia is a town and is big enough

Killeshandra did not develop due to lack of housing development

Butlersbridge increased due to bypass development 

How have these changes affected you, your family and your town and village?
Development has affected the school – unable to cope

Community facilities are not sufficient and not able to cope 

Pressure on local health centres and in time to come there will be pressures on beds for the elderly. 

Pressure on infrastructure and no money to cater for same. 

Ballyjamesduff never featured on Border Regional Guidelines Maps despite its growth.

There is no community in Ballyjamesduff. 

People from various communities and each multicultural have own community. 

There is no sense of space. 

Lack of facilities and service provision 

Loss of school teachers

No infrastructure development 

Loss of industry 

No local services deemed necessary –people work, shop and socialise outside villages 

What policies should appear in development plans and local area plans to ensure that changes in population are dealt with in a positive way?
Ballyjamesduff needs an Integrated transport system i.e. there is no bus to Cavan. 

4 time day bus to Virginia

Services need to catch up with initial infrastructure.

No hotel in town of Ballyjamesduff.

Suggested policy –zoned areas in local area plan - share of rural population 

Areas that decline in infrastructure and industry should focus on these. 

How can we make our town centres more attractive for shopping, leisure and residential activities?
Ballyjamesduff – parking in town should be taken out and redesigned.

Need more parking for Virginia 

Industry is a necessity in both towns 

Rural towns need to be protected and need to examine how we do not lose our services and shops in small towns and villages. 

One planned vision for all areas 

Ensure appropriate parking in towns 

Ease of access in town for business 

6.2 
Theme - Rural Areas 
Summary for Rural areas 
Roads not capable of increased developments, rural design guide need to be implemented. People need to live in communities. We should encourage rural enterprises like crafts, cottage industries, tourism, agricultural related industries, sports etc. In order to assist the economic development of the county we need to encourage Broadband, access and roads, public transport and infrastructure and suitable parking. Separation distances from rivers needs to be maintained. 

What are the impacts of increased traffic on rural roads?
Potholes/craters and bad bends in the road 

Some roads are not wide enough for lorries 

Road rage especially large vehicles. 

Roads not fit for purpose 

Danger for walkers and cyclists 
What are the visual impacts of buildings and structures on the landscape?
Housing breaking the horizon – should not be allowed

Architecturally poor dwellings – Dallas type dwellings which are unsuitable for rural locations 

There has been too much ribbon development permitted 

The design of new dwellings needs to fit in with the rural architecture.

Any impacts on future environment should be positive and if landscape can be used as an asset this should be encouraged. 

Mounterconnaught – is the most densely populated area in county and it would be better to give it village status and plan properly like Gweedore 

No continuity of size 

Not maintained 

Derelict and unfinished developments 
Should we encourage increased urbanisation? If so why?
No people can live in rural areas in clusters of dwellings and in small settlements. Development should be encouraged where there is a small rural shop and pub/school etc but only in cluster design and not as ribbon development.

No we should not increase urbanisation as we lose the community aspect which is Irelands 
What is your opinion of the development which has occurred in rural areas?
‘Shocking –uncontrolled commercial activity’

Some of the development has been good and other bad.

Too disjointed and lacks continuity 

Stone faced houses not in character with the area 

House size 
What types of businesses or enterprises are suitable in rural areas?
Businesses related to agriculture should be encouraged, small crafts etc

Cottage industries should be encouraged and related to food like cheese.

Rural enterprises should have a rural link with the land

Tourism – lakes currently underdeveloped – walks, heritage centres e.g. Mullagh. Walking trails –with additional information on the history or local information. 

Agricultural based businesses are suitable like fisheries, poultry, pigs etc.

Tourism based businesses 

Local service provision 

Active sports and tourism

Rural Enterprises are big in Monaghan like furniture making – needs to be encouraged
What types of infrastructure are necessary to support enterprise and economic development in rural areas?
Better roads 

Better access

Better Broadband

Public transport 

Infrastructure

Traffic lights needed in Cavan Town turning right at Tractamotors from Ballinagh Road

Should provide educational programme to encourage entrepreneurship in the county e.g. schools –done in NI, run workshops and plant seed, run the business for a year.  

Broadband

Transport

Accessible building 

Suitable building 

Communication networks  

ESB Networks 

Parking 

Road Networks 

Separation distances between rivers and lakes needs to be retained and people should not be permitted to fence off lakes and rivers and thus prevent access. Need to keep access open to rivers and lakes.  No one has the right o take ownership of lakes.  Need encourage walking around lakes. We should consider increasing the distances between rivers and towns and villages.  On the Ballyjamesduff road in Virginia there is a river with no separation distance on the map. This river is near the development envelope of the town. 

There should be no more apartments granted in the county – faceless, horrible and no facilities. 

6.3 
Theme -Conservation of our Built Heritage
Summary 

There is a very positive and strong will of the public to promote the County’s heritage on a national county and local level. Suggestions include town/village ambassadors for the area and an increased role of the community in the conservation of our built and natural heritage. There is a wish to protect old and protected buildings and reuse same and to educate the community and schools in relation to same. The people of Cavan are very proud of their natural and built heritage and want to see it utilised, promoted and used as a Tourist attraction. 
Do you think it is a good idea to protect older buildings and structures in the County?
· Yes if worthy of protection – can use it to sell tourism/heritage an culture

· Yes should restore and repair 

· We should conserve buildings as they are

· Make the most of the towns as they are

· Heritage development for the common good –lead by sustainability and not economics 

· Could use public-private partnerships 

How do we increase awareness, understanding and access to heritage in the county?
· Every town should have a small tourism committee and they should devise a tourism plan.

· Community hours – courts should assign to cleaning up towns, cutting brambles etc. 

· Should promote heritage of the county.

· Heritage Officer role should be promoted.

· Develop a Pride of Place 

· Genealogy service is very important 

· National advertisement for County Cavan e.g. Discover Ireland, Restaurants and Lakes etc 
· Cavan needs to set itself up as a county like Virginia for Pumpkin Festival, Agricultural Show and Ramor Theatre 

· Education through schools 

· Education through community groups 

· Visitors centres – website 

· Social media –app for heritage 

· Talk up top 5 heritage sites for example

· Local people need to be ambassadors for heritage 

· Improve Broadband in Cavan

· Online development to promote heritage 

What benefits do you or your community experience from Heritage in the County?
· Visits to Mullagh Heritage Centre 

· Ballyjamesduff Museum

· Cabra Castle

· Caste Lake – beautiful place 

· Dun a Ri – is a little under advertised

· Lough Ramor 

· Lough an Leagh 

· Sense of pride and place 

· Awareness and sense of belonging

· Value and appreciation 

· Education tool and topic for exploration 

Should we improve the profile of Heritage in the County?
Yes need to 

· Clean up

· Promote what we have 

· Erect signage

· Promote local towns 

· Websites 

DVD’s of Bailieboro- done from air and then can be posted 

Need to ask how we put Bailieboro on the map. 

We could send DVD to Bailieboro families for the gathering 

Famous people from towns need to be promoted. 

6.4 
Theme: Community, Recreation and Public Space
This theme is quite split in its findings. It is agreed that there is a lack of community involvement in open spaces but some consider there should be a community area for all towns and others consider that there is sufficient open space and need proper planning and support. There is an agreement that sporting facilities should be shared, there is a need for a sporting centre of excellence but that transport to the existing various sporting facilities is an issue. Health centres, childcare facilities, fire stations and youth/community facilities are all considered needed in various towns. 
Would you consider that the existing playgrounds; parks and amenity areas throughout the County are adequate? If not where should new ones be located and what can be done to improve the existing?
· These are well catered for in main towns. There is lack of green areas in housing estates and one focus is to have park/area per town. 

· Proper planning to ensure amenities are catered for. 

· Proper park development/open spaces/green areas 

· Community involvement – areas for community gardens and no central park.

· Focus on central amenity/park/community location.

· Structure for proper community planning and support. 

· There is enough space in general but more space is needed at schools. Local school should be supported/funded to have more space available.

What is your opinion of public open spaces in new Housing Estates?
· Lack of same

· No management badly designed

· Enforcement issues – incomplete and no maintenance plan for estates 

· No community pride in areas. 

· Public space in new housing estates is sufficient.  Small estates have small green areas; larger estates have larger green areas. Children can go to a bigger green area if there is not enough space in their own estate.

Do we have enough Sporting facilities in Cavan? What suggestions would you make to improve or add to these?
· Provision for best use/shared

· Provision for minority sport 

· Lacking a sports centre for excellence. 

· A lot of people from Dublin and other countries that now live in Cavan complain that we have poor facilities. In actual fact we have good sporting facilities, but the problem is lack of transport.

· We have a good range of sports facilities including rugby, soccer, Gaelic, basketball and swimming. There are good facilities for sports in many of the schools (such as sports halls).

· GAA facilities that use lights for night time play are not eco-friendly because of the energy used to light the pitch. 

What is your opinion of Multi-Purpose Sports and Community Facilities and where should these be located?
· Shared use

· Need strategic thoughts on a higher level

· Concentrate for main schools 

· Co-operation with schools /NGB/Sports clubs and community groups.

· Multipurpose facilities should be located convenient to schools so they can be shared between the community and the school. There is a high demand on existing facilities. Parking areas need to be provided beside the facility/school.

Do you think there are groups which are socially excluded in the County?
· People with disability 

· Considerations not given to accessible access 

· Minority communities. 

· No – there are plenty of ways for people to get involved in their communities, from book clubs, libraries, IFA, ICA, music lessons. Everyone is catered for.  But some people have the effort of travelling to activities. It is up to people themselves if they want to get involved.

Are there adequate Health Care and Child care facilities in the County and are they accessible?
· Health – not located in all areas 

· Not accessible 

· Primary care unit with shared use for local communities and equal access 

· The Primary Care Facility in Virginia is very good. A similar one was promised to Ballyjamesduff (through a PPP) but this has not materialised. 

· There is a fabulous new community childcare facility in Ballyjamesduff and a private crèche. 

What community facilities do you think are lacking in your area?
· Lack of childcare, afterschool care and buses 

· A Primary Health Care Centre is lacking in Ballyjamesduff.

· A lot of areas have been catered for in recent times with regard to youth, community and recreational facilities. 

· There are a couple of vacant buildings that could be used for community facilities, for example, a convent in Killeshandra and an unused national school on the Oldcastle Road (BJD). Also the old Courthouse in BJD could be used.

· A new fire station is needed in Ballyjamesduff as the present one is inadequate. The Council has a mobile facility at the back but could benefit from a new building. A site has been identified for a new fire station. 

· There is a need for street lighting in all towns. 

6.5 
Theme - Natural Heritage 
Summary – there is a strong consensus that the Natural Heritage of our county is very important, should be properly protected by exerts and that the community needs to be involved in its ownership, access and promotion. This is tool that should be used for the promotion of tourists to our county and needs funding in terms of signage, furniture, etc. 
Generic Comments 
· Natural Heritage is important – at a cost?

· Rubbish, cleanliness – tidying up.

· Management of fishing areas.

· By-pass – costs associated with protecting the natural environment 

· Reality is very important – balance between people and insects.

· Cost benefits analysis.

· Expertise is very important in management of natural heritage.

· Balance /equality in heritage 

· Transparency in decision making 

· Heritage belongs to everyone – wide variety of input by people using and benefiting from natural heritage.

· Better management – community involvement and responsibility and volunteering

· More community involvement – e.g. locked church- security v’s open and available.

· Greater use of sites e.g. Burren 

· Better tourism opportunity –bring people in

· More information should be made available on jewel of heritage.

· Everyone working together to promote the natural heritage 

· Community involvement –council provision of useful seating areas, signage – less generic signage and proper spelling on signage 

· Townland signs on stone – better use of schemes 

· Visitor friendly 

· Balance between economy and heritage 

· Natural beauty of area

· Reduce derelict/vacant properties

· Areas of high amenity – houses should be placed/positioned sympathetically to the area. Houses should not impact on visual amenity and should be concealed architecturally to preserve area. 

· Heritage Centre required.

· Tourist information needs to be made more accessible. 

· Interpretative centres 

· Use of IT e.g. application to provide information on areas

· Accessibility – with regard to information which could be used to benefit economically from our natural heritage

· County Council – need to know who to talk to. Approachable – need information on who and what to discuss.

· People need to know who deals with which tasks e.g. what area office is in charge of and who to contact. 

6.6 
Theme -Physical Infrastructure 
Summary - People are happy with recycling facilities that have been provided around the county. Feel there needs to be more policing of litter especially around rivers lakes etc. Powerlines are necessary and cost will be borne by public if placed underground and other opinions state that they should be placed underground. Anaerobic digestor needed in county and it would be more cost effective to expand existing wind farms that build new ones. People feel roads will be neglected due to finances. 
· Encourage greater waste minimisation

· Lack of enforcement re: litter management

· Responsibility for litter

· Costs of services

· Charges for services – e.g. water – need equality where urban areas do not pay and rural do 

· Investment based on need – do research 

· Harness more natural energy 

· Harness waste for energy 

· Move power lines underground 

· Incentives to be more careful regarding waste and energy consumption 

· Provide community composting 

· Re-use old mills for power generation.

What are the main issues around service provision/investment in the County? How does this affect your town/community?
In terms of roads there will be no new funding for new roads, will be largely for maintenance. Only likely road to be developed will be Dundalk to Sligo route but will probably be longer term. Upgrading of N55 will be ongoing and is needed. 

What is your opinion of sustainable energy development, such as wind turbines, solar panels, In County Cavan? What do you think of hydro electric power as an alternative energy source?
Yes in favour of wind turbine development. Types of landscape in Cavan – drumlin landscape is suitable for wind turbines. Cavan will be in the second wave of wind development in the country. It will cost more to construct wind farms in Cavan because we do not have the support structure (i.e. ESB Network, Power lines etc.) to facilitate wind development. Hydro-electric power – we haven’t got the water supply – need high flow rate – Cavan’s capacity would be small.

Should wind energy development be accommodated in other locations in the County and if so, where?
Extending wind farms – would not be against it – cost factor would be prohibitive in building new farms – more cost effective to expand existing windfarms. 

What is your opinion on the development of waste water treatment systems for housing, agricultural development and commercial development in the countryside?
Agricultural developments in rural areas are well policed (by Dept. Etc) Cavan probably at capacity in terms of agriculture. Anaerobic digestion facility – need one in county.

Rural housing – will be no increase in housing in rural areas – only housing provided will be sons/daughters of farmers. 

Industry – will be none in rural areas – will be located on periphery of towns.

How can we best communicate issues around minimisation, reduction, re-use, recycle and recovery within the county?
County generally good at recycling. Adequate facilities in terms of bring centres/recycling centres which encourage people to recycle. Waste minimisation – need to go to the source – i.e. supplies – to minimise packing etc. 

What is your opinion an overhead electricity power lines?
Necessary evil- cheapest method of providing electricity – unless we went to pay more for our electricity, we will have to put up with them. 

Are there adequate recycling facilities throughout the county? In your opinion where should they be located? Do we have sufficient waste recycling or civic amenity throughout the county?
Yes and located evenly within the county so that everyone can access – civic amenity facilities at Ballyconnell, Cavan and Bailieboro. Smaller bring facilities well spread over the county. 

What are the issues around litter management in this county?
Problem around rivers/lakes. Need waste management ‘police’ along waterways who would police poaching, pollution etc. Need to support of local communities to clean up facilities. 

6.7 
Theme – Economic Development and Employment 
Summary – the county has numerous strengths with regard to employment and enterprise –tourism, people, community spirit, quality of life, work ethic etc and need to work out how to overcome the weaknesses like access, infrastructure and education. Our quality of food is a strength that needs to be expanded upon and due to economic climate there is a lack of choice and ghost towns in terms of retail provision. Fishing, access to lakes, tourism, culture and the Geopark are our opportunities that need to be marketed in a professional manner. 

What are the county’s strengths with regards to employment ad enterprise and how can these be used to their best advantage?
Strengths 
1. Tourism, scenery, open up walks, open up railways, accessibility.

2. Historical industries have evaporated.

3. Agricultural, farming doing ok for a while but back again due to weather, quality of land.

4. Government should support local industry and farming.

5. People 

6. Proximity to major urban centres 

7. Community Spirit 

8. Quality of Life 

9. Available educated employees

10. Work ethic

What is the county’s weakness with regard to employment and enterprise and how can these be overcome?
Weaknesses 
1. Access 

2. Emigration 

3. Maintain bus routes open and viable.

4. Transport and public infrastructure 

5. Poor linguistic/language skills

6. Language education 

7. Science education 

8. Lack of perceived professionalism -greater expectation to delivery as stated. 

What is your opinion of retail provision in the County?
1. Ghost towns, affect of cross border

2. Aldi, Lidl –money going out of country.

3. Difficult to run business at present 

4. Lack of choice

5. Expectation 

6. Proximity to Dublin 

7. Quality of food provision is excellent, cafes, bars etc 

8. Businesses need to develop. Online presence to sell themselves to wider market.

What are the key business opportunities in County Cavan and how can these be developed?
· Very few as problem is access to capital.

· Tourism –eco tourism

· Cultural

· Camper Park 

· Geopark – exploration 
What are the main barriers in the development of our tourist potential?
· Competitiveness, special offers are positive

· Access 

· Vision- lack of importance 

· Funding 

· Strategic development

· Historically weak

· Perception 

· Exploit natural resources 

In your opinion what are the future opportunities 
· Fishing but you require facilities and stocking

· Marketing drive needed but you have to be ready. Need to incentivise farmers to give access to lakes.

· Geopark. 

· Attract inward investment

· Infrastructural investment 

· County needs to look outside the box
7.0
Conclusion

Recommendation

Recommend:
That the Elected Members consider the Manager’s Report and pass the necessary resolution to provide 

1. Direction to the Manager regarding the preparation of the Draft Cavan County Development Plan.

2. Direction to the Manager to prepare an Environmental Report for the Strategic Environmental Assessment process.

3. Direction to the Manager to prepare an Appropriate Assessment 

� Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment.


� Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Nov 2004) Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC; Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment; Guidelines for Regional Authorities and Planning Authorities
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