Minutes of Bailieborough-Cootehill Municipal Meeting held on 21st March 2016 in the Courthouse, Cootehill, Co Cavan.

Present:
Cathaoirleach Carmel Brady, Councillors Sarah O’Reilly, Fergal Curtin, Val Smith, Clifford Kelly & Paddy McDonald

In Attendance:
Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services, Jim McQuaid, District Manager, Eamonn Costello, Assistant Staff Officer, Ann McQuillan, Clerical Officer, Paula Sheridan, Clerical Officer
The attendance record was signed by all councillors.
Cathaoirleach Carmel Brady welcomed all to the meeting, in particular newly appointed Cllr. Sarah O’Reilly. Cathaoirleach C. Brady also congratulated former Cllr. Niamh Smyth on her recent election to Dail Eireann.

The minutes already circulated for the November meeting were adopted and signed by Cathaoirleach C. Brady. Proposed by Cllr. Clifford Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Fergal Curtin. 

Under matters arising from the January minutes, Cllr. Paddy McDonald asked if the funding request made by Bailieborough Swimming Centre could be discussed. Cllr. P. McDonald emphasised that this venue is very important to the community in Bailieborough. DOS Joe McLoughlin replied that this would be no problem but that the level of support needs to be considered for each funding request. DOS J. McLoughlin further stated that potential funding for the upcoming ‘Town Teams’ should be kept in mind. Cllr. Val Smith asked if the Discretionary Fund should be split in six so that each councillor has a say and then suggested that maybe the councillors should meet amongst themselves to decide how to disperse this fund. DM Jim McQuaid asked the members to consider setting aside some funds to match funding for any LEADER projects that may be coming up in the MD. Cathaoirleach C. Brady asked if every councillor was happy to arrange a separate meeting specifically to deal with dispersal of the Discretionary Funds. All councillors agreed.
Cathaoirleach C. Brady enquired if there had been any progress with regards to the notice served on the derelict building at Church Street, Cootehill. DM J. McQuaid advised that he had seen the notice in place on the building and as a result he understands that the process is initiated.
Cllr. C. Kelly asked if there had been any progression in Road Design with the plans for parking in Kingscourt. Cllr. C. Kelly stated that there is a public meeting in Kingscourt in two weeks and that the delay in presenting these plans has become an embarrassment at this stage. DM J. McQuaid said that he has met with Road Design, gone through the drawings with them and that Road Design had undertaken to make their completion a priority. Cllr. C. Kelly replied that it was no fault to DM J. McQuaid but that this situation has dragged on far too long. Cllr. C. Kelly stated that he was personally taking a lot of abuse from traders over this and that even lining the streets properly would solve a lot of problems. Cllr. P. McDonald asked if there was not two hour parking restrictions in Kingscourt already. Cllr. C. Kelly responded that there is not and that people paying commercial rates cannot access their own properties due to the parking problems. Cllr. C. Kelly asked if the executive could give him a deadline on when this matter would be resolved. DOS J. McLoughlin said that he is not in a position to provide a deadline today. DOS J. McLoughlin further advised that the Road Design team are faced with an unprecedented level of work due to the recent flooding in the county but that he will endeavour to get a deadline in relation to this matter as soon as possible.
The minutes already circulated for the January meeting were adopted and signed by Cathaoirleach C. Brady. Proposed by Cllr. F. Curtin and seconded by Cllr. V. Smith.
DOS J. McLoughlin outlined the Bailieborough-Cootehill Schedule of Municipal Districts Works 2016. Cllr. C. Kelly enquired if the Bring Centres in the county provided any income. DOS J. McLoughlin said that this wouldn’t be an area under his remit so he could not provide figures but he is aware that there is some income from the Bring Centres. Cllr. C. Kelly asked if there is any income from Fire Services. DOS J. McLoughlin replied that the council recoups costs from fire incidents. Cllr. P. McDonald remarked that there seems to be a high spend on council houses. DOS J. McLoughlin stated that the largest spend in this area would be on repairing houses due to the state they can be left in after they are vacated. Cllr. P. McDonald asked if there are any repercussions for tenants that damage houses before vacating and if the council carry out checks on tenants. DOS J. McLoughlin replied that the council do not have the resources to carry out regular checks of houses but that in instances where tenant’s damage houses tenants would bear some of the cost of repair. Cathaoirleach C. Brady asked if the council are obligated to house tenants regardless of the damage they may have caused. DOS J. McLoughlin replied that technically we are yes. Cllr. F. Curtin asked if it would be better to leave the tenant in the damaged house in such circumstances. DOS J. McLoughlin answered that this would be the normal practice. Cllr. F. Curtin asked if there were any plans to employ somebody to assist the current Litter Warden in tackling illegal dumping as it is causing huge problems and the current timescale from complaint to removal is too long. DOS J. McLoughlin said that there is no additional staff as far as he is aware. DM J. McQuaid added that the resources for cleaning up illegal dumping are increasingly stretched due to the volume of work involved in the Roadworks Programme. Cathaoirleach C. Brady remarked that this is a growing problem and that it is mostly happening in rural areas. Cllr. C. Kelly asked what the funding covered when talking about estate maintenance and traffic improvement measures. DOS J. McLoughlin explained that traffic improvement measures refer to traffic calming in housing estates and estate maintenance refers to grants for competitions for maintaining council housing estates. Adoption of the Bailieborough-Cootehill Schedule of Municipal Districts Works 2016 was proposed by Cllr. F. Curtin and seconded by Cllr. C. Kelly.
DOS J. McLoughlin outlined the proposed dispersal of the first tranche of funding for Community Grants. Approval of same was proposed by Cllr. Fergal Curtin and seconded by Cllr. C. Kelly.

Cathaoirleach C. Brady initiated discussion about a funding request from Family Addiction Support Network in Dundalk, County Louth. DOS J. McLoughlin suggested that it might be appropriate to refer this letter back to Community & Enterprise so that it may be looked at as a countywide funding request. Everyone agreed.
Members’ Items
(1) Possibility of a pedestrian crossing at Main Street, Shercock.






                                      
Cllr. P. McDonald

Cllr. P. McDonald stated that he was approached by a number of residents in Lisdrumskeagh Estate who were looking for a pedestrian crossing on Main Street due to the busy nature of the road. DM J. McQuaid said that he has approached Road Design to consider and audit this location with a view to seeking funding for works.

(2) Repairs to pedestrian guard rail at Bailieborough Road in Shercock.

Cllr. P. McDonald
Cllr. P. McDonald said that since he proposed this motion DM J. McQuaid had addressed the issue. DM J. McQuaid added that proposed works at this location had been tendered, the NRA had approved the plans and an order has been placed with the winning tenderer. DM J. McQuaid advised that he hopes that these works will be completed in late April/early May.
A.O.B.

DM J. McQuaid discussed the Roadworks Programme 2016, stating that works have begun and he will provide updates to members at future meetings. DM J. McQuaid also informed the members that monies have been obtained to address problems arising from the recent floods that staff are currently finalising where these works will be carried out and he will provide updates to members at future meetings.

The next meeting was scheduled for Monday May 16th 2016 at 4pm.

The meeting concluded.

