


 
The Cultural Development, Irish Language & Sport Strategic Policy Committee
Minutes of Meeting
13th September 2023
Venue: TownHall


Present: E. Doyle, Director of Services; Cllr. P. McDonald; Cllr. P. Brady; M. B. Duffy; S. Howe; D. McDermott; E. Clancy, Meetings Administrator
Cllr. C. Kelly, Cllr. C. Lovett and Cllr. S. P. O’Reilly joined the meeting via MS Teams

Apologies: Cllr. V. Smith; E. Nwaneri; M. Rudden; G. McPhillips

1. Adoption of Minutes of Meeting, 17th May 2023 
Matters arising - None
Proposed by Cllr. C. Lovett; seconded by Cllr. S. P. O’Reilly

2. Declaration of Interests: 
Chairperson outlined the responsibility of Committee members to declare any beneficial interest in matters being discussed by the SPC.

3. Cavan Calling 2023:
Ms. Emma Clancy, County Librarian, and Director of the Cavan Calling Festival 2023 reported on the immensely successful homecoming festival that took place across Cavan from July 26th – 30th. The Festival drew Cavan people from across the globe back home and generated considerable positive press for the Breffni County I the international media. The Festival included a special civic ceremony which recognised Cavan Associations, societies and twinning committees around the globe. The Festival also incorporated a special Community Grants Scheme, supported by elected members, to assist communities to host local gathering events across the county between June and September. 
Ms. Clancy acknowledged the support of Cathaoirleach Philip Brady and the elected members, Chief Executive Tommy Ryan, Director of Services Eoin Doyle, the Senior Management Team, the Cavan Calling Committee, colleagues across the organisation and a host of volunteers. 
Cllr. Kelly acknowledged the tremendous success of the festival, and commended Ms. Clancy and the Festival Committee on their efforts. Cllr. S. P. O’Reilly commented that the Kurnach visitors were very impressed by the excellent programme, and by the very warm welcome extended to them. Cllr. O’Reilly paid tribute to Ms. Clancy and also to the Cathaoirleach Cllr. Philip Brady who excelled in his role. He acknowledged that the funding approved by elected members for use in each MD area was very well spent. Cllr. P. McDonald agreed with Cllr. O’Reilly’s sentiments, commending Ms. Clancy and team, suggesting that Cavan Calling had been very successful in putting Cavan on the map. Cllr. C. Lovett added his congratulations to Ms. Clancy and team on delivering a most impressive event. Mr. E. Doyle acknowledged the positive comments and paid tribute to the tremendous work done by Ms. Clancy and the committee, and he commended the elected members on their decision to ringfence funding to support community events as part of the Festival.
4. Culture Night – Cavan Arts Office:
Ms. Danielle McDermott from Cavan Arts Office delivered a presentation on the upcoming Culture Night programme planned for Cavan on September 22nd. She advised that 56 events have been planned, taking place in 15 towns and townlands, the most ambitious programme to take place in Cavan. Venues will include Libraries, Theatres, Museum along with community hubs and centres, with a host of new communities featured for 2023. Cllr. C. Kelly commended the Arts Office and all partners in the development of an impressive programme. Cllr. S. P. O’Reilly wished all involved every success. 
5. Creative Ireland / Decade of Commemorations:
Creative Ireland: Cavan’s Culture and Creativity Strategy 2023-2027:
Ms. Emma Clancy, Creative Cavan Coordinator, reported on the 2023 programme, which is well underway with a range of projects being delivered by Cavan County Council’s Culture and Creativity Team alongside several Strategic Partners, including Music Generation Cavan/Monaghan, Cavan Arts Festival and Cavan GAA.                                                                  The 2023 Creative Cavan programme supported a number of projects which complemented the Cavan Calling Festival such as the very popular Diaspora Conference, delivered by Cavan Genealogy and Cavan Library Service, and a Cavan Heritage project featuring a historical film which depicted the heritage of numerous historic sites including Drumlane Abbey and St. Mogue’s Island. 
An Open Call scheme funded a broad range of community-based projects across the county, which are nearing completion. 
Ms. Clancy advised that Cavan County Council had successfully applied for additional funding to support Creativity in Older Age projects, one of which is a drama project based in Cavan, and another is a collaborative choral project with Monaghan County Council, taking place in centres across both counties. 
Ms. Clancy introduced Ms. Sharon Howe, recently appointed to the role of Creative Communities Engagement officer. Ms. Howe will be a key member of Cavan’s Culture and Creativity Team, who will be responsible for engaging proactively with relevant stakeholders, both internal and external. 
Cllr. P. McDonald welcomed Ms. Howe. 
E. Clancy thanked the elected members for their ongoing support for this invaluable programme. 
Decade of Centenaries: 
Ms. Emma Clancy, Coordinator of the Decade of Centenaries programme in Cavan, provided an update on the 2023 programme. It continues to include a considerable outreach programme by Dr. Brendan Scott, the Historian-in-Residence with Cavan County Council, in partnership with Cavan Library Service and with the wider Culture and Creativity Team. Dr. Scott is continuing to deliver presentations online and in-person and is working with schools and community groups across the county during this final year of commemoration. Highlights include the production of physical and electronic historical resources, and Spring and Autumn lecture series. It will also feature a major collaborative production involving Cavan and Monaghan County Councils along with Music Generation Cavan/Monaghan which is currently in development, which will feature youth drama, dance and a youth orchestra from the region. Performances will take place later in the year. E. Clancy thanked the elected members for their ongoing support for this significant programme of work. 
Cllr. Kelly commended Ms. Clancy on coordinating this programme and acknowledged the immense contribution made by Dr. Brendan Scott as Historian in Residence in recent years. 


6. A.O.B. 

Outdoor Recreation Project:
Mr. Doyle provided an update on plans to provide an outdoor theatre experience across County Cavan. A tender issued on 12th September for the supply of a mobile stage offering a professional outdoor theatre experience which may be used in any location such as The Cavan Burren, lakeshores, Market Squares, providing an expansion of arts space across Cavan. Cllr. C. Kelly commended the local authority. Cllr. P. McDonald queried if there were Irish suppliers of this unit – Mr. Doyle advised that there is only one supplier, based in mainland Europe. 

Unveiling of Ulster History Circle to commemorate Mary Anne Sadlier:
Ms. Clancy advised those present that an event to commemorate the life and works of Cootehill-born author Mary Anne Sadlier would take place on Thursday 21st September. A commemorative plaque presented by the Ulster History Circle will be unveiled by the Cathaoirleach of Cavan County Council, Cllr. Philip Brady, at Cootehill Library. Ms. Clancy thanked the elected members for their support. 

It was noted and agreed that the committee will comply with the Transparency code of the Public Lobbying Act 2015. This will be done by regular circulation of minutes and the agenda of committee working groups / task force meetings on the Council website. The website will also detail membership and terms of reference of the committee.

Next meeting: Wednesday 13th December at 11.30am. Venue: TBC
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