
Summary of the requirements of the Flood 
Guidelines for land uses in Flood Zones 
 
 
Requirements relating to land uses in Flood Zones as set out in the Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) and Office of Public Works (OPW) 2009 Flood Guidelines 
(including at Chapter 3 Principles and Key Mechanisms and Chapter 5 Flooding and Development 
Management) and Departmental Circular PL2/2014 should be adhered to. 
 

- The Sequential Approach, including the Justification test - 
 
The key principles of the Guidelines’ risk-based sequential approach are: 
 

• Avoid development in areas at risk of flooding. If this is not possible, consider substituting a 
land use that is less vulnerable to flooding. Only when both avoidance and substitution 
cannot take place should consideration be given to mitigation and management of risks. 

 

• Inappropriate types of development that would create unacceptable risks from flooding 
should not be planned for or permitted. 

 

• Exceptions to the restriction of development due to potential flood risks are provided for 
through the use of a Justification Test, where the planning need and the sustainable 
management of flood risk to an acceptable level must be demonstrated. 


