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1 Background 

A section of the N3 through Virginia Town, from south of the Bailieborough Road 

Junction to north of the Ballyjamesduff Junction, was identified by TII in 2013 as a 

High Collision Location (HCL) when it was found that between 2008 and 2013, 31 

recorded collisions were recorded in the town. In addition, the condition of the road 

pavement on this section of the N3 is poor.  Cavan County Council, in conjunction 

with Transport Infrastructure Ireland, intends to implement a traffic calming and 

pavement improvement scheme. 

 

Consent for the works is being sought under the Planning and Development Acts 

2000-2020, and public consultation on the scheme is taking place pursuant to Part 8 

of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2020. 
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2 Nature and Extent of the Scheme 

The existing section of the N3 in Virginian Town is a single carriageway with on-

street parking on either side of the carriageway. There are two public road junctions 

with the N3 within the proposed scheme, namely the R194 Ballyjamesduff Road 

junction and New Street junction. The scheme commences on the west side of 

Virginia Bridge and terminates immediately west of the Credit Union on the N3 

Cavan Road. The scheme is approximately 0.57km in length. The speed limit on the 

N3 through Virginia Town is 50km/h. 

 

The Initial review of the HD15 site highlighted that a significant number of accidents 

along this stretch of carriageway involved pedestrians. This may be due to the high 

volume of pedestrian movements across the main N3 at this location and the lack of 

crossing facilities for these pedestrians through the town which is served by a single 

Zebra Crossing. Footpath widths within this section vary with some sections as 

narrow as 0.9m and are deemed inadequate for the high volume of pedestrians that 

use these footpaths to access the town centre. The current road layout offers little 

protection for vulnerable road users and acts as a barrier to walking and cycling as 

an alternative means of travel. 

 

There are a number of other issues along this section of the N3 which may be 

contributing factors to the high collision rates. These are: 

• Wide carriageway leading to high speeds along Main Street. 

• Poor pavement condition.  

• Lack of adequate visibility for drivers exiting New Street. 

• Existing Bus stops are not to standard. 

• No dedicated loading area on Main Street 

 

The main objectives of this scheme are: 

• To improve pedestrian safety and to achieve speed reduction using self-

regulating design speed of 30kph through the heart of the town.  

• To provide a full pavement reconstruction/ overlay throughout the extents of 

the scheme.   
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• To use the principles of the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 

(DMURS). 

• To balance the needs of all road users. 

 

The main works include: 

• Narrowing of the carriageway to 6.5m by providing a flush kerb between the 

parking areas and the carriageway which will act as a traffic calming measure; 

• Resurfacing of the complete carriageway including reconstruction of areas of 

failed pavement and strengthening of other areas of pavement to extend the 

design life. 

• Provision of a continental style roundabout at the Ballyjamesduff junction 

which will further slow approaching southbound traffic. This roundabout will 

also facilitate U-turns on Main Street; 

• Alteration of existing kerb lines to improve visibility from New Street; 

• Provision of controlled pedestrian crossings along Main Street and at its 

junctions where warranted; 

• Provision of a controlled pedestrian crossings on the N3 on the northern side 

of the N3/River Crescent Housing Estate Junction 

• Provision of wider footpaths along Main Street; 

• Clearly marked 2.5m wide parking areas constructed in brick paviors; 

• Provision of adequate bus facilities; 

• Provision of a dedicated loading bay on Main Street and on BJD Road; 

• Provision of an area of public realm opposite the Court House; 

• Improved streetscape and street furniture; 

• Provisional of additional trees and planting;  

• Upgraded Public Lighting and undergrounding of all overhead services to 

aesthetically improve Main Street; 
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The nature, extent and scope of the works is shown on the following drawings: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing No. Drawing Title  

19112-01-0008 Scheme Location  

19112-01-0009 Site Layout Plan  

19112-01-0011  Road Signs  

19112-01-0012  Typical Cross-Section Sheet 1 of 4 

19112-01-0013  Typical Cross-Section Sheet 2 of 4 

19112-01-0014  Typical Cross-Section Sheet 3 of 4 

19112-01-0015  Typical Cross-Section Sheet 4 of 4 
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3 Public Consultation 

A public information evening on the scheme was held in Virginia on the 20th 

February 2019. It was advertised in advance and was well attended. Draft plans of 

the scheme were displayed, and attendees were requested to provide written 

feedback. The principal matters raised in their written submissions are tabulated 

below, as are the changes to the design made in response to the submissions, and 

the design drawings listed above incorporate the changes that arose from that 

informal consultation. All written submissions are appended to this document. 

 

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE SCHEME 

Concern in relation to the location of 

existing and proposed southbound bus 

stop relative to entrance at butcher 

shop and junction with New Street 

Bus stop now relocated to the north end of Main 

Street 

Leaves from trees will be a slip hazard 

in Autumn 

Leaves will be regularly maintained by Cavan 

County Council 

Lack of parking at Masons Apron Off-street parking area now provided to the front 

of Mason Aprons 

Provide 50kw fast charger on main 

Street, 3.7 to 7kw charger in carpark in 

e-parking spaces 

This will be reviewed at detailed design stage 

Provide bus shelters with live update 

screen for bus arrivals 

Bus shelters being provided, live update screens 

to be considered at detailed design stage 

Reduce the number of  pedestrian 

crossings proposed at the new 

roundabout 

The number, type and location of pedestrian 

crossings are required for safety and capacity 

reasons and will be retained 

Move the pedestrian crossing on the 

Ballyjamesduff arm of the roundabout 

to supervalu junction 

The crossing location to be retained. Moving it to 

the supervalu junction will result in pedestrians 

using the existing narrow footpath on the north 

side of the Ballyjamesduff road 

Provide more rubbish bins The location and number of rubbish bins will be 

determined during the detailed design stage 
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Construct new bridge and provide link 

from New Street eastwards to Dublin 

Road 

These works are outside the scope of this 

scheme 

Move bus stops to outskirts of town Bus stops will be retained on Main Street as 

moving them out of town will discourage use 

Bus stops taking up a lot of room Size of bus stops reduced as much as feasibly 

possible 

Provide cycle lanes through the Town 

  

There is insufficient width available within the 

footprint of the road to provide dedicated cycle 

facilities 

Reduce on street parking time to one 

hour to encourage use of car parks 

This proposal will be considered by Cavan County 

Council 

Provide a pelican crossing on main 

street 

Pelican crossing will lead to longer vehicular 

queues and delays, zebra crossings preferable 

Speed limits are not being observed Traffic calming measures such as the narrowing 

of the carriageway, provision of a roundabout 

and zebra crossings will encourage slower speeds 

along main street 

Provide advance warning sign for traffic 

signs at the theatre 

All signage will be reviewed during the detailed 

design stage 

Signs erected stating it is illegal to cycle 

on footpaths 

This is not standard practice 

Existing kerb radius into supervalu 

(turning left) too sharp 

No changes to the existing junction layout 

proposed. Kerb radius is in line with the current 

DMURS guidelines 

The existing right of way in hatched 

area behind northbound bus stop has 

not been considered 

The right of way has now been incorporated into 

the layout  

Roundabout turning Main Road into By-

Road 

The junction assessment indicates that the 

proposed roundabout will have sufficient 

capacity to cater for the traffic flows 

Car park, 77 more cars will be using 

New Street junction 

The junction assessment indicates that there is 

currently spare capacity to cater for this 

additional traffic 
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Loading Bay at Arnolds, can this be time 

restricted to allow parking at all other 

times 

This will be difficult to implement as deliveries 

could potentially occur at any time throughout 

the day 

The plan should be checked by John 

Flynn (Accessibility Officer with CCC) & 

his comments noted 

Completed 

The electric car parking spot should be 

wheel chair accessible as in drop kerb & 

tactile standards applied to the area. 

Wider & longer spacing for entering & 

exiting the car vehicle & taking out the 

wheelchair from the side or rear of the 

vehicle 

Dropped kerbs and tactile paving will be provided 

during the detailed design stage at all disabled 

spaces. A disabled space is proposed beside the 

e-parking space which can double up as a e-

charging location. Due to footpath width and 

location of accesses it is not possible to widen or 

extend the proposed e-parking space 

Consideration should be given to the 

introducing the Recycling units bins that 

crush plastic bottles on site.  

To be considered during detailed design stage 

Is there only one electric parking space Yes, however the adjacent disabled parking space 

can also double up as an e-charging point 

Cavan Calling” Walk (up & down) 

through the town of Virginia is 

scheduled for the 20th Aug 

Constraints on works can be included in Works 

requirements to cover this 

The Virginia Agricultural Show is 

scheduled for the 19th Aug 

Constraints on works can be included in Works 

requirements to cover this 

 

 

Following revisions to the drawings based on the initial public consultation a second 

public consultation took place. Draft revised plans of the scheme were displayed 

online on the Cavan County Council website and viewers were requested to provide 

written feedback. The principal matters raised in their written submissions are 

tabulated below, as are the changes to the design made in response to the 

submissions, and the design drawings listed above incorporate the changes that 

arose from that informal consultation. All written submissions are appended to this 

document. 
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SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE SCHEME 

Loss of parking spaces outside 

of E O Reilley & Sons 

One parking space closest to the junction with New Street 

is being removed to accommodate adequate visibility 

splays at the junction. The remaining spaces are being 

retained. 

Concern in relation to a traffic 

calming scheme being 

constructed in advance of a 

bypass around Virginia town 

These works are outside the scope of this scheme 

Loss of parking directly outside 

of Brady’s shop due to 

relocation of pedestrian 

crossing and impact of 

pedestrian crossing on private 

residence 

Pedestrian crossing relocated away from Brady’s shop 

Loss of parking spaces outside 

of Cost Cutters 

Four parking space closest to the junction with New 

Street is being removed to accommodate the new 

pedestrian crossing and adequate visibility splays at the 

junction with New Street. The remaining spaces are being 

retained. The new pedestrian crossing will provide safe 

access to parking spaces on the opposite side of the 

carriageway 

Limit all parking to two hours There is currently a two-hour parking limit on Main Street 

in Virginia Town. The parking limit will be reviewed by 

Cavan County Council during the detailed design stage 

Omit the pedestrian crossing 

outside of Boyle Sports 

The number, type and location of pedestrian crossings are 

required for safety and capacity reasons and will be 

retained 

Move the Northbound bus 

shelter closer to the door of a 

bus stopped at the bus stop 

The proposed location of the bus shelter is limited due to 

the presence of existing trees and steps in this area 

Relocate the e-parking bay 

away from the town centre 

One e-parking space will be retained on Main Street  

Advertising signage and street 

dining in the open pedestrian 

This will be considered in the detailed design stage 
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area  

Purchasing lands belonging to 

the Church of Ireland to 

provide additional parking  

Such works would be outside the scope of this scheme 

Provide some additional Age 

Friendly parking spaces 

A second age friendly parking space has been provided on 

Main Street 

Right turn lane at new access to 

Ramor Theatre 

Provision of a right turn lane would require road widening 

and land take on the north side of the carriageway. Such 

works would be outside the scope of this scheme 
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4 The Environment 

A report for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment Screening was carried out by 

Moore Group Environmental Services on behalf of Cavan County Council in 

accordance with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).  

 

The assessment identified a number of sites located within 15km of the proposed 

scheme. These sites and their distance from the proposed scheme are listed in 

Table 1 below. 

 

 

The assessment noted the following: 

• The eastern extent of the proposed Project stops just to the east of Lee 

Bridge, before the bridge crosses the Blackwater River. Approximately 660 m 

downstream of Lee Bridge the Blackwater River enters Lough Ramor. There 

are no European sites associated with this section of the Blackwater River or 

with Lough Ramor. At the south eastern  extent of Lough Ramor, 

approximately 5.3 river kilometres from the proposed Project, the waters of 

the Lough flow under Nine Eyes Bridge, entering the Blackwater River once 

again, and the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC and SPA (Site Codes 

002299 and 004232). 

• The only other European sites located downstream of the proposed Project 

are associated with the mouth of the Blackwater River, these are the Boyne 

Coast and Estuary SAC (Site Code 001957) and Boyne Estuary SPA (Site 

Code 004080) which are located over 50 km from the proposed Project. 

• There is no potential for meaningful connectivity to any other European Sites. 
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• Adverse effects on the River Boyne and Rive Blackwater European sites are 

unlikely given: 

o The nature of the proposed works, which consist of upgrade works to 

existing road layouts, surfaces and drainage; 

o There is no connectivity between the existing road drainage network 

and the Blackwater River; and 

o There will be no discharge from any new drainage associated with the 

proposed Project to the Blackwater River. 

 

 

• The proposed Project is unlikely to indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying 

interests or Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered in the 

assessment. 

• The proposed Project, alone or in combination with other projects, is not likely 

to have significant effects on the European sites considered in the 

assessment in view of their conservation objectives 

 

The assessment concludes that significant effects on any European sites as a result 

of the proposed Project can be ruled out and potential significant effects on 

European sites can be excluded at a preliminary screening stage. 

 

The report for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment Screening is appended to 

this document. 

 

A Built Heritage Assessment was undertaken by Colm Flynn Archaeology on behalf 

of Cavan & County Council. The assessment noted the following: 

 

• The proposed scheme should have no additional impact on the historic fabric 

and setting of protected structures and buildings recorded by the National 

Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH).  

• The existing road and footpath surfaces are modern and resurfacing should 

not have any impact on historic material. 
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• The proposed scheme should have no impact on the historic street furniture 

listed in the report or bus stop locations provided the advice outlined in the 

report is followed. 

• The layout of the road junction, amenity area and footpath at the church 

entrance will be altered by the proposed scheme.  The proposed roundabout 

is an additional incremental change in the road layout from the original wide 

Y-shaped junction while the amenity area is a mid-twentieth century addition 

to the town although its triangular geometry has historical connections.  The 

proposed scheme should therefore have a slight negative impact on the 

historic character of the streetscape. 

• The proposed widening of the footpath at the church entrance shall slightly 

alter the formal setting of the church grounds although its impact can be 

considered imperceptible. 

• The proposed scheme provides opportunities to enhance the visual 

streetscape setting of the town by means of improving the pavement surfaces, 

sensitive planting and decluttering the footpaths. Overall, the scheme should 

have a positive impact on the built heritage of the town. 

 

A summary of impacts of the proposed scheme on the built heritage along with the 

proposed mitigation strategy is included in the report. 

 

The Built Heritage Assessment Report is appended to this document. 

 

An Archaeological Impact Assessment Report was also undertaken by Colm Flynn 

Archaeology on behalf of Cavan & County Council. The assessment noted the 

following: 

 

• The proposed scheme will see localised ground disturbance works within 

Virginia town, a post medieval settlement with origins dating to the 

seventeenth and eighteenth century. The existing streetscape along Main 

Street displays a nineteenth century layout with wide streets, and commercial 

premises fronting onto the street. 
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• The construction works for this project will not impact on any known 

archaeological sites contained in the RMP for Cavan. 

• The project will see construction works involving ground disturbance at the 

junction of Main Street and the R194 Ballyjamesduff Road, where a 

nineteenth century ‘fair green’ and roadside well were situated. The level of 

risk to subterranean archaeology in this location is considered to be uncertain. 

• Archaeological  monitoring  of  construction  stage  ground  disturbance  

works  for  the  new roundabout and car parking spaces and any services, at 

the junction of Main Street (N3) and the Ballyjamesduff Road (R194), is 

recommended to mitigate the risk of construction works impacting on 

subterranean archaeology. 

• Should alterations be made to the scope of works, further archaeological 

assessment and mitigation measures may be required. 

 

The Archaeological Impact Assessment Report is appended to this document. 
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5 Temporary Traffic Management 

Traffic flow on the N3 through Virginia is heavy: the current daily flow (the Annual 

Average Daily Traffic) is approximately 13,000 vehicles of which approximately 8.4% 

is heavy vehicles. 

 

Most drivers travelling through Virginia are on longer-distance trips. For that reason, 

traffic will be advised to divert onto alternative signed diversion routes i.e. N2/N54, 

N4/N55 & Regional/Local Road network 

 

The following measures would be implemented, if feasible, to mitigate the impact on 

traffic flow during the main works: 

− lane closures on the N3 during the morning rush-hour, when commuters are 

travelling to work and parents are dropping children to school, would be 

avoided; 

− during the rest of the working day, the allowable length of any single lane 

shuttle working on the N3 would be restricted such that queues would 

discharge fully within each cycle of the system; 

− for works that would require longer lengths of shuttle working (surfacing and 

delineation, for example), night works would be allowed. 

− A mix of daytime and night works would be required; daytime where feasible 

(to reduce both noise impacts and cost) and night-time where necessary (to 

minimise disruption to traffic). 
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6 Submissions 

Written submissions or observations on the proposed development, with respect to 

the proper planning and development of the area in which the development will be 

carried out, may be made in writing to: 

 

Cavan County Council, 

Forward Planning Section, 

Farnham Centre, 

Farnham Street, 

Cavan. 

 

to be received on or before 5 p.m. Thursday 6th August 2020  

 

Submissions should be clearly marked N3 Virginia Traffic Calming and Pavement 

Scheme.  

  



 N3 Virginia Town Traffic Calming   
Cavan County Council and Pavement Scheme Roadplan 

 

19112-01-017   Part 8 Report   June 2020 Page 17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A – WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS 





















































From: Barry McCrystal <barry@mccrystalpharmacy.com> 

Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 6:22 PM 

To: Enda Murphy <emurphy@cavancoco.ie> 

Subject: ‘Virginia Town Safety and Pavement scheme Submission'  

[WARNING: This Email Originated from Outside Cavan Co Council. DO NOT Click Links or Open 

Attachments unless you recognise the Sender and know the Content is Safe] 

Dear Mr Murphy, 

I am writing to you in relation to revised drawings on your website re the proposed Virginia Town 

Safety and Pavement Scheme . 

As a business owner in the town I would have strong reservations about any changes to the town 

layout taking place in advance of a bypass to the town. 

During the proposed work the town will once again become a bottleneck, similar to what it was like 

when the work was being done to the Bailieborough Rd junction and the adjacent bridge. These 

works had a hugely detrimental effect to the businesses in the town. Without a bypass to take this 

bottleneck away from the town I would not be in favour of any such works taking place. 

In addition to that, the substantial contraction of the number of kerbside parking spaces being 

proposed will have a devastating effect on the businesses on the main street. 

I would urge you to rethink the proposed development at this time. Please accept this as my official 

objection. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Barry McCrystal 

McCrystal’s Staywell Pharmacy 

Virginia  

Co Cavan 

049-854-8356  

0868646229 

 



From: michael o reilly <diamondelectrical86@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 8:37 PM 

To: Enda Murphy <emurphy@cavancoco.ie> 

Subject: Virginia town safety & pavement scheme submission.  

[WARNING: This Email Originated from Outside Cavan Co Council. DO NOT Click Links or Open 

Attachments unless you recognise the Sender and know the Content is Safe] 

Eddie O'Reilly & son  

Main Street 

Virginia  

 

To Whom it concerns, 

Just wish to make a submission to the above scheme in Virginia. On-street parking is vitally 

important for all convenience shops on Main Street. Customers will only shop where they have 

access to quick & easy parking. Outside our shop , located on the corner between New street & Main 

Street, both the corner & the footpath are to be enlarged, therefore resulting the loss of two parking 

spaces outside the shop which are vitally important for the survival of my business. If the pedestrian 

crossing on New street was moved further down New street, I believe it would eliminate the need to 

lose the vitally important parking spaces outside the shop on Main Street. I look forward to further 

engagement on this issue. 

Kind Regards 

Michael O'Reilly 

 



From: sheelagh mc guinness <sheelagh_mc_guinness@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 5:07 PM 

To: Enda Murphy 

Subject: Virginia Town Safety and Pavement Scheme 

 

[WARNING: This Email Originated from Outside Cavan Co Council. DO NOT Click Links or Open 

Attachments unless you recognise the Sender and know the Content is Safe] 

 

Hi Enda and Paul 

 

Many thanks for taking the tome to send through the revised drawings for this scheme. 

Looking at the drawings it would appear that you have accounted for as much as possible the 

comments of concern from local businesses. Hopefully this will see the development brought 

forward and accepted. All looks very well and an improvement. 

 

Now the big question of how soon to get it through and signed off and on site before the traffic 

levels go back up??! 

 

Many thanks for your work on this scheme and look forward to seeing it develope 

 

Regards 

Sheelagh McGuinness 

 

S Mc Guinness-Stephen from iPhone 


