MINUTES OF MEETING OF CAVAN COUNTY COUNCIL HELD ON

14 April, 2014 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COURTHOUSE, CAVAN

COUNCILLOR V. SMITH, CATHAOIRLEACH PRESIDING

PRESENT:
Councillors M. Argue, W. Bennett, D. Blake, A. Boylan, 

C. Boylan, D. Boylan, A. Boyle, Damien Brady, Danny Brady, N. Connell, F. Curtin, J. P. Feeley, M. Maguire Lynch, S. McKiernan, 
P. McVitty, G. Murray, P. McDonald,  P. O’Reilly, S.P. O’Reilly, 

P. Smith, S. Smith, N. Smyth, P Walsh.
IN ATTENDANCE:

J. Keyes, County Manager





J. McLoughlin, Director of Services





G. Finn, Director of Services





E. Doyle, Director of Services





O.Smith, Senior Staff Officer 

Apologies were received from Councillor J. O’Hare.

1

To confirm Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Cavan County Council held on 10 March 2014. Miontuairisci cruinnithe 10 Martha 2014 a dhearbhu.

It was:



Proposed by Councillor Sean Smith 
 
        Seconded by Councillor Gerry Murray
      
       And




Resolved:

“that Minutes of Meeting held on 10 March 2014 be hereby approved.

.
2.
To note County Manager’s Orders.
Noted.

Councillor D. Blake noted that Aldi was granted planning for a store in Bailieboro.   He expressed concerns in relation to the development, or any others in contravention of the County Development Plan.   It is his personal view that this Council should not be granting planning permission to plans for the Aldi store.  Councillor Blake enquired as to who ultimately made the decision to grant the planning.


Mr. Ger Finn, Director of Services questioned whether the Councillor’s views were based on reports published in ‘The Anglo-Celt’ which were inaccurate.   He said the Council planner’s concerns had been responded to by the developer and in accordance with the County Development Plan.   He said that any planning application before the Council is subject to inspection by the planners before being handed over to the Director of Services and finally signed off by the County Manager based on recommendations.   
3.
To hear presentation from Mr. Shane Campbell, Chief Executive Officer, ICBAN

Mr. Shane Campbell thanked Cavan County Council for giving him the opportunity to make this presentation.   He outlined the many facets of the organisation, which was formally established in 1995, and how it has played a significant role in the strategic development and leadership function for the central border region.   The Regional Strategic Framework is a blueprint to ensure the region received attention in terms of the development of vital infrastructure, be it roads, telecommunications or energy resources. 

All members supported the Regional Strategic Framework document and the need to promote and use every opportunity to fight the case in favour of the region, whether this is before the Dail, Seanad or House of Commons and Assembly.    
Councillor G Murray raised the cross-border issue in relation to the need for a major “flagship employer” for the region.   Councillor C. Boylan raised the need for tax equalization.   Councillor S. McKiernan suggested that ICBAN could benefit from Council executive level input.    

Mr. Campbell accepted that ICBAN may need to change in the future, not only in how it is run but also how it is funded among other governance matters.

4.

To consider 3 year Capital Programme 2014-2016 in accordance with Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor Danny Brady


Seconded by Councillor D. Boylan

     And


Resolved:


“that a 3 year Capital Programme 2014-2016 in accordance with Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001be hereby approved”.

5.

To note Statement of Rate Collection for year ended 31/12/2013.


Noted


Mr. Des Maguire, Head of Finance informed the meeting that there was a 71% compliance rate among paying business and this comes in a challenging environment for rate collection.   Receipts for almost €9.5 m in rates were collected by the Council from businesses across the county last year and he commended the hard work of the rate collection team and administrative staff, as well as efforts made by local businesses to pay their rates bill.  He also stated that rates form an important part of service provision and without that money this Council would not be able to provide the number of services it does.   


Councillor S. McKiernan proposed that Childcare Facilities should be exempt from rates.   Mr. Maguire informed the meeting that there was no provision to allow such a motion.  Childcare facilities which operate the Free Preschool scheme only, with no fee paying children attending are exempt from paying rates, otherwise the business is liable to pay rates.
6.

To approve report in accordance with Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 in respect of the provision of an extension at 54




Lisdrumskeagh, Shercock, Co. Cavan. 

It was:

Proposed by Councillor S. McKiernan


Seconded by Councillor N. Smyth
     And


Resolved:



“That report in accordance with Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning &




Development) Regulations 2001 in respect of the provision of an extension at 54




Lisdrumskeagh, Shercock, Co. Cavan be hereby approved”.

7.
To approve disposal of 0.2019 acres of land at Swellan, Cavan to Kieran Wallace and Cormac  O’Connor, receivers and Managers of P. Elliott & Company Limited (in receivership), for the sum of €100, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000, and notices circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor M. Argue


Seconded by Councillor G. Murray
     And


Resolved:
“that disposal of 0.2019 acres of land at Swellan, Cavan to Kieran Wallace and Cormac  O’Connor, receivers and Managers of P. Elliott & Company Limited (in receivership), for the sum of €100, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000, and notices circulated be hereby approved”.

8.
To approve the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018
It was:


Proposed by Councillor P. Walsh,

 Seconded by Councillor P. Smith,


      And



Resolved:
“that the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018 be hereby approved.
9.

To note new Building Regulations.


Noted




Ciaran Fitzpatrick gave a presentation on the new Building Control Management Service System.  This system requires electronic lodgement of plans and particulars at commencement notice stage.   

10.(a)
To note reply from Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding the Sports                                                    Capital Programme criteria.
Councillor P. Reilly expressed his disappointment with the reply received regarding the Sports Capital Programme criteria.
     (b)
To note reply from 2RN regarding Saorview coverage.
Councillor S. Smith noted the reply stating that 2RN have given a firm commitment to visit any home, to investigate the problem and advise them appropriately.
     (c)
To note acknowledgement from Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources re. Saorview.

Noted.
     (d)
To note acknowledgement from Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources re. North / South Interconnector.
Noted.

     (e)
To note reply from Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources re. mobile phone coverage in the Border Counties. 

Noted.



Local Community Development Committee
Ger Finn, Director of Services informed the meeting that under local government reform, a Local Community Development Committee is to be formed.   The new committee will include 15 members.  

Votes of Congratulations
Members passed a vote of congratulations to the following:
· Cavan Under 21 GAA Team on winning their 4th Ulster Title in a Row.

· Michael Finnegan & Paul Brady on winning their 10th Handball Double Title

Mr. Jack Keyes, Manager on behalf of the executive offered his vote of congratulations also.
Votes of Sympathy
Members passed a vote of sympathy to the following:
· Councillor Noel Connell  on the death of his father Mr. Terence Connell, Mountnugent

· Margaret Rudden & Family on the death of her husband Brian Rudden.

Mr. Jack Keyes, Manager on behalf of the executive offered his vote of sympathy to the families of the deceased.

A minutes silence was held in memory of the deceased.
Cathaoirleach’s Awards 2014

Councillor Val Smith congratulated Council members and staff who were involved in the success of the Cathaoirleach’s Awards 2014.   The Cavan Ladies senior team and All-Ireland champions were named the overall winners.   

MEMBERS’ ITEMS DEFERRED FROM MARCH MEETING

.  

1. That the executive would update this meeting of Cavan County Council on the number of vacant Council houses in the new Bailieborough / Cootehill electoral area, the length of time so vacant, the condition of said houses, the number of offers made on these houses, the number of refusals and the reasons for same.
Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services informed the meeting that the Council currently has 1,500 houses in its stock with 1,100 people on its housing list.   He gave a detailed report on vacant units and offers in the Bailieborough/Cootehill electoral area.  He said the vacant housing list was constantly evolving, and no refusals were made due to the condition of the properties, rather the lack of demand for two-bedroom houses, and the perception of social problems in some areas.    He also added that rent supplement while decreasing is still a factor.   A person seeking rent supplement must first sign on to the local authority’s housing list.   

Councillor S. Mc McKiernan questioned the points systems used to allocate housing, which gives householders on the list a number of points depending on its circumstances.   Councillor P. McDonald suggested that families who damage allocated housing should not qualify for another.   Councillor N. Smyth said it was unfair that the number of people seeking rent supplement had skewed the system away from those genuinely in need of housing.   

Councillor P. Reilly asked for a similar document to be made available for the other electoral areas in the County.   
2. Calling on the Government to outline its strategy and future plans for Post Offices, particularly in rural Ireland.


Councillor N. Smyth state that there was concern among postmasters and postmistresses in Cavan and across Ireland, especially in rural areas in relation to the future plans for Post Offices.    Post Offices are a social and cultural focal point of society and at a time when banks are disappearing, the need for their services have never been more important.   She said a partnership between An Post and Tesco which will see multinationals including post office services in four stores, could have serious consequences for smaller local services.   She asked that a letter be sent to the Minister to outline the strategy and future plans for post offices.   

The above was supported by a number of Councillors.
Item Nos. 3-20 were deferred.

Presentation by County Manager Mr. Jack Keyes

Mr. Jack Keyes gave a presentation to the members detailing his time with Cavan County Council. He stated that there was no better Council in the country and that the performance of the Councillors has been excellent.   He went through the following areas;
· Tourism

· Environment

· Water Services 

· Roads

· Planning 

· Economic Development

· Community Groups
He said it was a pleasure to work with Cavan County Council.   He thanked each and everyone and wished them well in the future.
Councillor Danny Brady stated that he had served under five county managers since he was first elected to the Council, and it was a sad day for Cavan that Mr. Keyes was leaving.   He said he was considerate not only to elected members and staff but also to the public and was always willing to meet them.   He described him as a ‘great community man’ who worked with and treated groups with the upmost respect.

His achievements include :
· The improvement of all towns and villages within the county
· IBAL – litter league

· Council won many awards under his term

· 3 Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann
· Development of Castlesaunderson
· Water & Sewerage Schemes - Erne Valley Chambers of Ireland Award.
Councillor Brady wished the Manager well and success in whatever opportunity he takes on.
Councillor Sean McKiernan admired the Manager’s great humility and the fact that he recognised the efforts of others which he said is a mark of true leadership.    He said his achievements are significant.  He stated that the Fleadh Cheoil led to a total renewal of musical culture.    He also stated that the legacy he leaves behind means his work will go on.

Councillor Charlie Boylan stated that the Manager had achieved many things including the Geopark, Castlesaunderson , 3 Fleadh Cheoil and the Taste of Cavan.
He said the Manager handled all pressures and difficulties with patience and great care and wished him the very best in the future. 
The meeting concluded at 5.15.pm
Chairman: ___________________________
Date: _______________________


Certified Correct: _____________________________
PAGE  
6

