MINUTES OF MEETING OF CAVAN COUNTY COUNCIL HELD ON

13TH OCTOBER, 2014 IN THE COUNTY MUSEUM, BALLYJAMESDUFF
COUNCILLOR S.P. O’REILLY, CATHAOIRLEACH PRESIDING

PRESENT:
Councillors M. Argue, W. Bennett, C. Brady, D. Brady, P. Brady, 

N. Connell, F. Curtin, J.P. Feeley, E. Greenan, C. Kelly, 

P. McDonald, P. McVitty, P. O’Reilly, P. Smith, S. Smith, V. Smith, N. Smyth.
IN ATTENDANCE:

G. Finn, Chief Executive




J. McLoughlin, Director of Services




J. Brannigan, Director of Services





E. McGinn, Meetings Administrator 
Councillor P. Smith welcomed all to the Museum in Ballyjamesduff for the October monthly meeting. He complimented Savina Donohoe, Curator of the Museum and her staff on all their achievements in the Museum.  

Councillor S. P. O’Reilly thanked Savina and staff for hosting the meeting.  He also informed the members that they would be given the opportunity to visit the WW1 trenches prior to the meeting.

He stated that an apology had been received from Northern Sound Radio.

Votes of Sympathy:
Councillor C. Kelly proposed a vote of sympathy to the Smith family and in particular Councillor N. Smyth whose uncle Turlough Smith passed away on October 9th.  Councillor Kelly stated that Turlough served as a public representative with great distinction.  He stated that he served as a Fianna Fail County Councillor on Cavan County Council from 1985 to 1991 and again from 1999 to 2004 and was Cathaoirleach in the period 2000-2001.  
Councillor P. McDonald stated that he grew up in the same parish as the late Turlough Smith and he was a hard working man for the community.  He offered a vote of sympathy to the family on behalf of the Sinn Fein Group.

Councillor P. O’Reilly offered a vote of sympathy on behalf of the Fine Gael Group.  He stated that he had served with the late Turlough Smith on the Council for two terms.  He stated that he was an extraordinary Councillor and what you saw was what you got.  He stated that Turlough was a good fellow, who had a good heart together with commitment to his community.

Mr. Ger Finn, CE stated that he had the pleasure of working with Turlough during his two terms on the Council.  He said that Turlough was not afraid to make hard decisions and was always willing to take advice.  He offered a vote of sympathy to the Smith family on behalf the executive. 

Councillors F. Curtin, J.P. Feeley, P. Brady and S. Smith offered their sympathy to the Smith family.

Councillor S.P. O’Reilly stated that the late Turlough Smith was a forthright and frank man and also a family man.  
In reply to the tributes Councillor N. Smyth thanked all the members and the executive for their kind words.  She stated that her late uncle lived and breathed politics even in his retiring years.

Councillor P. O’Reilly passed a vote of sympathy to the Morris family Arva on the death of Seamus Morris a member of the last Cavan team to win an All-Ireland.

Councillor M. Argue passed a vote of sympathy with Ms. Fiona McIntyre Brady, Planning on the sudden death of her father Mr. Sean McIntyre.

A minutes silence was held in memory of the deceased.  The meeting was adjourned until 3.30p.m. as a mark of respect to the late Turlough Smith. R.I.P.

The meeting reconvened at 3.30 p.m.  Ms. Savina Donohoe, Curator of the Museum welcomed all the

members to the Museum for the October meeting stating that their visit was a boost to all the 

Museum staff.   She said she hoped all the members enjoyed their tour of the WW1 trenches.  She
stated that in August/Sept 2013, there were approximately 2,300 visitors to the museum and this year in the same months there had been approximately 9,000 visitors.  She stated that this increase was due to the magnificent World War 1 trench network developed at the Museum and the associated war 
centenary celebration.  She also stated that over the last three weeks there had been a lot of great 

events in the Museum.  Fifteen schools had visited to see the WW1 trenches so far and she hopes to 
write to all schools in the county regarding same.  Lady Farnham and her daughter paid a visit to the 
museum recently and they now have an Arthur Griffith’s gun which will go on display in the near 
future.  She stated that RTE covered the visit of Mullahoran school to the museum.
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly thanked Councillor P. O’Reilly for sending a card to retired County Librarian Josephine Brady on behalf of the Councillors.  Councillor S.P. O’Reilly read a reply from Ms. Josephine Brady, retired County Librarian thanking the members for their help and support throughout her years with Cavan County Council.
1.
To confirm Minutes of Monthly Meetings of Cavan County Council held on 8th September, 2014.  Miontuairisci cruinnithe 8 Mean Fomhair 2014 a dhearbhu.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor J.P. Feeley
     Seconded by Councillor C. Brady
      And


Resolved:

“that minutes of monthly meetings of Cavan County Council held on 8 September 2014 be hereby approved”.

2.
To note minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on 11 July, 2014
It was:

Proposed by Councillor D. Brady
     Seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley
      And


Resolved:

“that the minutes of the Corporate Policy Group meeting held on 11 July 2014 be hereby noted”.

3.
To hear presentation from Bob Gilbert, Chair of Cavan Older Persons’ Forum.
Mr. Bob Gilbert, Chair of Cavan Older Persons’ Forum thanked the members and the executive for giving him the opportunity to speak on Cavan as an Age Friendly County.  He informed the members that since 2008 the Social Inclusion Unit has been working with the Cavan over 50’s network, a network of older people’s groups in the County to develop projects that will enhance services for older people.  He stated that The Age Friendly Strategy is a three year plan which was launched in 2013 and that this strategy is part of a global WHO Programme.  He stated that it is supported nationally by Age Friendly Ireland and the programme runs in over 20 counties.  The outcomes of the plan are to help improve the quality of life of older people in Cavan in the coming years by letting them stay living in their own homes and communities.  He stated that actions included in this plan are the creation of new outdoor recreational spaces for older people (such as bowling greens and amenity areas), setting up men’s sheds, improved transport facilities for older people, greater accessibility of information and programmes to improve health outcomes for older people.  He stated that to date in Cavan an OIder Persons’ Forum was established in 2013.  He stated that this forum holds monthly meetings and their role is to represent older people’s voices and to progress action in the county strategy. He stated that a number of men’s sheds are being set up around the County which will provide a non-threatening meeting space for men to engage in practical projects such as woodwork, metalwork etc.  He stated that they are now working with local shops and businesses to improve their level of service for older customers.  He stated that an action plan has been developed in age friendly town planning.  The forum noted a number of issues that needed immediate attention such as street crossings, bus shelters, rural transport, Cavan town shuttle bus, drop in centre for Cavan town, getting the message out locally and utility covers for pavements.  He thanked the members for their attention.
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly thanked Mr. Gilbert for his very informative presentation.

Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that all these improvements throughout the County are of benefit to everyone.  He stated that we need to use all methods of communication to get the message out there to people.

Councillor P O’Reilly asked if there was a problem with a reluctance of people to join the forum and if the role of men’s sheds within the communities was positive.

Mr. Gilbert stated that men are less likely to get involved in organisations than women.  He stated that when men retire they don’t engage with activities within communities so therefore the men’s sheds are a good idea for men only.

Councillor P. McDonald stated that it was important we work for the better of older people.

4.

To note County Manager’s Orders.
Noted.
5(a).
To note Report for the year 2013 on the Quality of River & Lake Water in County Cavan.


Noted.
5(b).
To note Report for the year 2013 on the Quality of Public Drinking Water in County Cavan.


Noted.
6.

To nominate 13 members to the County Cavan Joint Policing Committee.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor C. Kelly

     Seconded by Councillor P. McVitty

      And


Resolved:

“that the nomination of Councillors N. Smyth, S.P. O’Reilly, C. Kelly, F. Curtin, J.P. Feeley, W. Bennett, C. Brady, P. McVitty, P. Smith, M. Argue, D. Brady, N. O’Connell and P. McDonald to the County Cavan Joint Policing Committee be hereby approved”.
7(a).
To approve disposal of lands at Swellan Lower, Cavan containing 0.2019 acres of land approximately to Mr. Trevor Soden, for a nominal fee of €100, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor M. Argue

     Seconded by Councillor E. Greenan

      And


Resolved:



“that the disposal of lands at Swellan Lower, Cavan containing 0.2019 acres of land approximately to Mr. Trevor Soden, for a nominal fee of €100, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated be hereby approved”.
  (b)
To approve disposal of lands at Swellan Lower, Cavan containing 0.1438 acres of land approximately to Mr. Noel Powers, for a nominal fee of €100, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.


Deferred.
  (c) 
To approve disposal of lands at Mullagh, Co. Cavan containing 0.407 acres of land approximately to Mr. Tim Cooper, Toadhall, Mullagh, Co. Cavan for the sum of €5,000 pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor S. P. O’Reilly
     Seconded by Councillor P. O’Reilly


      And


Resolved:



“that the disposal of lands at Mullagh, Co. Cavan containing 0.407 acres of land approximately to Mr. Tim Cooper, Toadhall, Mullagh, Co. Cavan for the sum of €5,000 pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated be hereby approved”.
  (d)
To approve a 50 year lease of lands at Drumnawall, Arva, Co. Cavan containing 5.266 acres of land approximately to the Trustees of St. Patrick’ s GAA Club, Arvagh, Co. Cavan namely Sean Coneely, Seamus Morris, Jim McDonnell, Barney Cully, Michael Ellis and Danny Murphy C/O Eddie Ward, Secretary, St. Patrick’s GAA Club, Ceol na gCrann, Farrangarve, Arvagh, Co. Cavan for a nominal rent of €50 per year pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor W. Bennett

     Seconded by Councillor P. Brady



      And


Resolved:



“that a 50 year lease of lands at Drumnawall, Arva, Co. Cavan containing 5.266 acres of land approximately to the Trustees of St. Patrick’ s GAA Club, Arvagh, Co. Cavan namely Sean Coneely, Seamus Morris, Jim McDonnell, Barney Cully, Michael Ellis and Danny Murphy C/O Eddie Ward, Secretary, St. Patrick’s GAA Club, Ceol na gCrann, Farrangarve, Arvagh, Co. Cavan for a nominal rent of €50 per year pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated be hereby approved”.
  (e)
To approve disposal of lands at Cornacarrow, Cootehill, Co. Cavan containing 0.2155 acres of land approximately to Ann & Paul Quinn, Cornacarrow, Cootehill, Co. Cavan for the sum of €1,000 pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor W. Bennett

     Seconded by Councillor P. Brady



      And


Resolved:



“that the disposal of lands at Cornacarrow, Cootehill, Co. Cavan containing 0.2155 acres of land approximately to Ann & Paul Quinn, Cornacarrow, Cootehill, Co. Cavan for the sum of €1,000 pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated be hereby approved”.
  (f)
To approve a 10 year lease of 1.973 acres of lands at Drumalee, Cavan to the Trustees of Drumalee Gaelic Athletic Association namely: Thomas Molloy, Brian Comaskey, Pat Sharkey (deceased), George Cartwright and Danny Murphy for the nominal rent of €50 per year, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
. It was:

Proposed by Councillor E. Greenan

     Seconded by Councillor M. Argue



      And


Resolved:



“that a 10 year lease of 1.973 acres of lands at Drumalee, Cavan to the Trustees of Drumalee Gaelic Athletic Association namely: Thomas Molloy, Brian Comaskey, Pat Sharkey (deceased), George Cartwright and Danny Murphy for the nominal rent of €50 per year, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated he hereby approved”.
8.

To approve attendance of Councillors at Local Authority Members’ Association Seminar to be held in the Inishowen Gateway Hotel, Buncrana, Co. Donegal on 17 & 18 October.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor J.P. Feeley

     Seconded by Councillor P. McVitty



      And


Resolved:



“that the attendance of Councillors J.P. Feeley, P. Brady, F. Curtin, S. Smith, C. Kelly, S.P. O’Reilly, N. Smyth, C. Brady, W. Bennett, P. Smith, P. McVitty, V. Smith, M. Argue and P. O’Reilly at Local Authority Members’ Association Seminar to be held in the Inishowen Gateway Hotel, Buncrana, Co. Donegal on 17 & 18 October be hereby approved”.
9.(a)
To note letter of thanks from Pat the Cope Gallagher


Noted.
  (b)
To note reply from Mairead McGuinness MEP regarding the beef trade, the trade of livestock to Northern Ireland and the work of Bord Bia in relation to live exports.


Noted.
  (c)
To note reply from Office of the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding the Local Property Tax.


Noted.  Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that it was extraordinary that the Minister responsible for Local Government would refuse to meet with a cross party delegation from a County Council.  He stated that members have a mandate from the people of the County to represent them and the Minister is ignoring this mandate.  He called on the Minister to make himself available to hear the concerns of the members of Cavan County Council about the financial stability of the Council into the future.



Councillor P. O’Reilly stated that his predecessor Minister Hogan visited the Chamber and there is no reason why Minister Kelly could not do the same.



Councillor Greenan stated that the Minister should facilitate a meeting.

  (d)
To note acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine regarding possible grant assistance under Pillar 11 for the Irish Poultry Industry.
Noted.
(e)
To note acknowledgement from Department of Finance regarding Universal Social Charge.

Noted.
(f)
To note reply from Alex White T.D., Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources regarding broadband services.


Noted.  Councillor J.P. Feeley acknowledged Minister White’s reply but stated that Rural Ireland are not been accommodated as they are being left out of the scheme.
   (g)
To note acknowledgement from Damien English, T.D. in relation to school transport.

Noted.  Councillor C. Kelly stated that there has been no change in the system and that the Council write again to Minister English asking that he meet with a cross party delegation from Cavan County Council.
   (h)
To note acknowledgement from Minster for Agriculture, Food & the Marine regarding the Beef Trade.


Noted. Councillor J.P. Feeley thanked the Minister for his response but action was not forthcoming.
   (i)
To note reply from IDA Ireland regarding attendance at Council meeting to discuss inward investment for Cavan.


Noted. Councillor E. Greenan stated that he was glad to see somebody from the IDA will attend the November meeting.  Councillor P. O’Reilly stated that he was disappointed that the CEO of the IDA was not attending but going to send somebody else in his place. He asked that the Council write to the IDA asking that the CEO attend. He also asked that members and the executive meet and discuss this matter before the November meeting.

Mr. Ger Finn confirmed that the SPC and rest of members and executive would meet before the November meeting.  Mr. Finn stated that it would be advisable to wait and see what the IDA member had to say before writing back to seek a meeting with the CEO.

Votes of Congratulations

Councillor D. Brady proposed a vote of congratulations to Michael Lafferty on winning gold and bronze medals at the Special Olympics.  He stated that the Council should honour his achievement.  This was seconded by Councillor M. Argue.

Councillor E. Greenan proposed a vote of congratulations to Cavan Gaels on winning the County Senior Football Championship.  This was seconded by Councillor M. Argue

Councillor W. Bennett proposed a vote of congratulations to Arva on winning the Junior Football Senior Championship.  He wished Lacken Ladies the best of luck in the Ulster Camogie championship under the management of fellow Councillor Philip Brady.

Councillor C. Brady congratulated Cootehill on winning the Intermediate Football Championship.

Councillor M. Argue congratulated Cavan Sports Partnership on the organisation of a very successful “Run with Catherina”.

Councillor J.P. Feeley congratulated Chef Neven Maguire on being crowned the first Irish Food Producer Champion.

Councillor N. Smyth congratulated the secondary schools across Cavan and Monaghan who participated in The Secondary Schools Choral Performance organised by Cavan Monaghan VEC.  Councillor C. Kelly stated that it was a wonderful event and thanked Niamh for organising same.

MEMBERS’ ITEMS
1.
To ask the Minister for Finance to put procedures in place to deal with contamination of fuel at shop outlets.

Councillor S. Smith stated that over the past number of years criminals have been washing diesel but now petrol stretching seems to be the new phenomenon.  He stated that this is causing thousands of euro worth of damage to vehicles as the contaminated fuel is petrol mixed with kerosene.  He stated that this illicit trade has cost both the exchequer and genuine traders.  He asked that the Council write to the Minister for Finance and the Revenue Commissioners urging them to give adequate resources to personnel on the ground to tackle this issue.  He also asked that the Council make contact with the Northern Ireland authorities on the issue.  He stated that we would not solve the problem until such time as we find where the commodity is emanating from.  


Councillor P. O’Reilly seconded Councillor Smith’s motion.  Councillor O’Reilly stated that he attended a meeting in Oldcastle in relation to contaminated fuel at which there was approximately four hundred people in attendance.  He stated that the personnel supplying contaminated fuel should be brought to justice as a lot of the time the people who own the filling stations are being blackened in the wrong because these products are being brought in and left with them.


Councillor C. Kelly stated that Customs and Excise should check all filling stations every month.  He stated that one colour diesel should be used with a rebate system similar to the farming community.


Councillor F. Curtin stated that Customs and Excise need to be resourced to tackle the problem.


Councillor N. Connell stated that he was aware of one hundred and eighty engines affected in his area alone.  He stated that every load going the road should be checked by Customs and Excise and if they were caught carrying contaminated fuel they should have their licence removed.


Councillor S.P O’Reilly proposed that the Council seek a meeting with the Garda Chief Superintendent for the Cavan Monaghan Division and with the Chief Operations Manager of the Customs and Excise from Bridge End in Donegal.  Councillor C. Kelly seconded this proposal.  He stated that no matter where you purchase your fuel you should always look for a receipt.

2.
To ask the Office of Public Works to make funding available to address flooding in the County.

Councillor S. Smith stated that there are a lot of drainage problems within the County and extra funding is needed to deal with this problem.  He proposed that the Council write to the Office of Public Works asking them to make funding available to Cavan County Council to address flooding in the County.  
This proposal was seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley.  The motion was also supported by Councillors P. McVitty, W. Bennett and F. Curtin.


Mr. Ger Finn, CEO stated that details of all areas liable to flooding in County Cavan have been sent by Cavan County Council to the Office of Public Works.


Councillor S.P. O’Reilly proposed that a letter be sent to the Office of Public Works asking them to forward their scheme of works for Cavan to the Council.  It was also agreed to ask for extra funding and to ask a member of the Office of Public Works to address a meeting of Cavan County Council.

3.
Hedge Cutting in the County.

Councillor P. McVitty stated that landowners who fail to cut their trees and hedges are causing an obstruction and problems for motorists.  He stated that drivers on main roads are being forced to choose between losing a wing mirror and crossing white lines along the centre of the road. He stated that trees are growing along the roadsides with overhanging branches impeding the safe passage of trucks and posing a threat to oncoming motorists. He asked if a driver hits a tree and damages his or her vehicle who is responsible, is it the landowner or the person insuring the vehicle.  He stated that Eircom erected telephone poles on the grass verge right at the roadside which are also causing danger to motorists.  He noted that when these poles are blown down or knocked down by a vehicle Eircom re-erect the pole in the same spot which he said is hard to understand.  He asked that the Council write to Eircom in relation to this matter.

Councillor C. Kelly stated that a survey needs to be carried out on overhanging trees in the County.  He stated that when the survey is carried out those responsible for this should be issued with enforcement notices.


Councillor F. Curtin stated that during the months of July and August people should be permitted to cut hedges if a car accident is at stake.


Councillor P. Smith believed that there should be no trees or bushes allowed grow along the side of the road as they are causing a lot of damage to vehicles.


Councillor S. Smith stated that Coillte in recent years did an excellent job in maintaining trees along the roadside.  He stated that an audit should be done on dangerous trees within the County.

Councillor P. Reilly asked who was responsible for hedge cutting and trees along the National Primary and Regional roads.


Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services stated that Cavan County Council does not have legal responsibility for the  cutting of hedges and trees, the owners and occupies of land along the public road are responsible for this.  He stated that under the Wildlife Act 1976 hedge cutting can take place from 1st September to the last day of February. He stated that Cavan County Council as a roads authority have to ensure compliance by those who don’t cut hedges.  He stated that in 2013, two hundred and forty three landowners received warning notices to cut hedges and only sixty one required a further notice.  He stated that in 2014, three hundred and forty eight landowners were issued with notices and only sixty received a further notice.  He stated that a person may within 14 days of the notice appeal it.  He asked the members if they knew of particular areas where hedges and tress were overgrown to notify the Council and the necessary steps would be taken to deal with the issue.
It was proposed by Councillor Peter McVitty and seconded by Councillor C. Kelly that the finishing time of the meeting be extended to 5.30p.m.

4.
To ask the Minister for Agriculture to seek assistance from Europe to help over-quota milk producers in the region.

Councillor S. Smith stated that many dairy farmers in this region will face substantial bills in the coming months.  He stated that milk quotas are due to be abolished at the end of March 2015 which is only months away.  He stated that the country needs to be granted an additional quota now that would deal with super levy problems.  He noted that any resources that farmers have are required for investment on additional on-farm facilities and not to pay fines to the European Union.  He stated that a proposal had been put forward by farming organisations in favour of a butter fat adjustment, which would assist in dealing with the over quota production problems.  Councillor Smith proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Agriculture and the Taoiseach urging them to pursue the matter at EU level.   He noted that the European Union as a whole will be substantially over quota this year.


Councillor F. Curtin seconded the motion.  He stated that if there is a super levy bill and the price of milk falls as predicted it would mean serious consequences for dairy farmers who would have borrowed to extend their herd number and build slatted sheds and milking parlours.

The motion was supported by Councillor W. Bennett who noted that if the butter fat adjustment was changed it would amount to two per cent of the over quota situation.  He stated that to date Lakeland Dairies is 8.5% over quota.  


Councillor P. O’Reilly noted that because Ireland is a grass producing nation we should be given some exemption on the milk quota.  He also agreed that a butter fat adjustment would help farmers deal with the over quota production.


Councillor J.P. Feeley supported the motion and Congratulated Commissioner Hogan on his new position.


Councillor P. McDonald stated that the dairy industry was one of the most important in the County and he supported the motion.

5.
Disabled GO
Councillor M. Argue highlighted that County Cavan is part of Disabled Go, an information website for people with disabilities. She stated that Disabled Go provides an online access guide to 500 venues and services throughout County Cavan.  She stated that the guide will help to empower people with disabilities to function as independent individuals, to make informed decisions with an understanding of the facilities and levels of access they are likely to encounter.  The guide also gives information on accommodation, restaurants, bars, shops as well as transport services. She noted that Cavan is the only county in the Republic of Ireland listed with www.disabledgo.com. She noted that Cavan town are nominated for a world responsible tourism award for 2014.  
Councillor J.P. Feeley endorsed the comments made by Councillor Argue.  He stated that the efforts of all involved need to be recognised.

Mr. Ger Finn, CEO stated that it was a huge achievement for Cavan Town to be shortlisted for a World Responsible Tourism award and to be recognised in Europe.  He stated that Cavan are nominated in the category best for people with disabilities for 2014.  He stated that being shortlisted for this award is in recognition of the access works undertaken by Cavan County Council in the last seven years. He stated that the winners will be announced on Wednesday 5th November 2014.
6.
In light of the withdrawal of Setanta from the Irish Insurance market that the Government improve protections for the consumer.

Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that on 24th January 2014 Setanta Insurance announced that it was withdrawing from writing any new insurance policies.  He stated that by April 2014 the company had gone into liquidation.  He stated that as a result of this numerous Irish insurance policy holders who had paid their premia for the year now had to find alternative insurance on foot of advice from the Central Bank that their existing policy was of no value. He stated that whilst operating in Ireland, Setanta Insurance was licensed in Malta and regulated by the Maltese Financial Services Authority.  Initially, Minster Noonan had signalled that the industry funded, Motor Insurance Bureau of Ireland would cover all outstanding third-party claims against Setanta this was not now the case. He stated that if this matter is left to the Insurance Compensation Fund it will create problems going forward.  He stated that the Insurance Compensation Fund was set up to facilitate payments to policyholders where an insurer goes into liquidation.  However, the fund only pays out on claims where an individual is involved and not corporate bodies and the amount of payment is capped. Many people and companies face the possibility of being pursued for payment of judgements directly which ought to be the responsibility of their former insurance company. He stated that had a larger number of policy holders been involved that there is likely to have been a more proactive approach from the Department of Finance, the Central Bank and the insurance industry. He proposed that the Council write to the Minister of Finance and the Central Bank to convey the members concerns, call for a more helpful response to assist those who have had to obtain new insurance policies and deal with outstanding claims.  He also asked that the regulatory framework be amended to prevent a reoccurrence of this situation.

This was seconded by Councillor P. O’Reilly.


Other Business:
Councillor P. O’Reilly asked if the Council had arranged to hold discussions with Leitrim, Monaghan and Donegal County Council in relation to the spreading of nitrates. He stated that farmers had to work by the calendar year and not the weather when it came to spreading slurry.  He proposed that three members from Cavan County Council meet with the other three counties and also a letter be sent to the Minister for Agriculture to have the calendar dates removed when spreading slurry.  This was seconded by Councillor W. Bennett.

Councillor S.P. O’Reilly informed the meeting that the December meeting would take place on the 2nd Monday in Mullagh.


The meeting concluded at 5.30p.m.
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