Minutes Of Meeting Of Cavan County Council Held On 11 May, 2015 In The Council Chamber
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach Presiding
Present:

Councillors M. Argue, W. Bennett, C. Brady, D. Brady, P. Brady, N. Connell, 
F.Curtin, J.P. Feeley, E. Greenan, C. Kelly, P. McDonald, P. McVitty, P. O’Reilly, P. Smith, S. Smith, V. Smith.
In Attendance:
G. Finn, Chief Executive


J. McLoughlin, Director of Service



E. Doyle, Director of Services



D. Maguire, Head of Finance



E. McGinn, Meetings Administrator 
An apology was received from Councillor N. Smyth.
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly welcomed the members of Cavan Women’s Network Group to the meeting.
1.
To confirm Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Cavan County Council held on 13 April 2015.  Miontuairisci cruinnithe 13 Aibrean 2015 a dhearbhu.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor S. Smith
     Seconded by Councillor P. McVitty
      And


Resolved:

“that minutes of monthly meeting of Cavan County Council held on 13 April 2015 be hereby approved”.
2.
To note minutes of Housing, Community, Social & Cultural Development Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 28 January 2015.

Noted.

3.
To hear presentation from Mr. Padraig O’Reilly, NEPPC regarding the North South Interconnector.
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly welcomed Mr. Padraig O’Reilly and the members of NEPPC to the meeting.  He thanked Councillor C. Kelly for inviting them to the meeting to discuss the North South Interconnector.  
Councillor C. Kelly welcomed the members of NEPPC to the meeting.  He stated that the North East Pylon Pressure Campaign has been established seven years and the group are proposing that the North South Interconnector be placed underground.  Councillor Kelly suggested that the Controller and Auditor General carry out an investigation into the amount of taxpayers’ money wasted by Eirgrid on the project to date through planning hearings and redrafts of original plans.
Councillor P. McDonald welcomed the members of NEPPC and appealed to Cavan County Council not to give Eirgrid the go ahead.
Mr. Padraig O’Reilly, North East Pylon Pressure Campaign thanked Cavan County Council for giving them the opportunity to make the presentation.  Mr. O’Reilly gave a detailed presentation to the members outlining their view and the impact overhead lines would have on tourism, health, devaluation of land, the cost of delays in proceeding with the project and the cost of undergrounding the project.  Mr. O’Reilly stated that if the project is granted in its current state, the 400,000 kvolt overhead power grid between Meath and Tyrone, passing through counties Cavan and Monaghan would see four hundred and twenty 40 metre by 25 metre high pylons erected south of the border, twenty five of which are earmarked for the east of the county near Kingscourt. Mr. O’Reilly highlighted that Eirgrid have made a number of u-turns since 2007 most notably that the Chief Executive Officer of Eirgrid conceded during an Oireachtas Committee meeting that undergrounding the project is feasible.  Mr. O’Reilly stated that if Eirgrid were a commercial private company they would have undergrounded the project already.  Mr. O’Reilly stated that the construction costs for both undergrounding the project and the costs of overhead lines are much the same.  Mr. O’Reilly noted that delays in proceeding with the project have cost the taxpayer €240 million over the last eight years.  Mr. O’Reilly also noted that the cost of devaluation of land if the project goes ahead over ground is estimated to be in the region of €340 million.  Mr. O’Reilly stated that putting the project underground would have no impact on health, devaluation, agriculture, noise, tourism or landscape.  Mr. O’Reilly stated that political pressure is now needed and he asked that Cavan County Council write to Eirgrid asking them 

· to identify an undergrounding route along public roads
· carry out an impact assessment on tourism, landscape and heritage in the county

· to go back on the public consultation aspect of the project and involve the landowners and the public in a proper analysis.

All members of the Council demonstrated their strong support for the NEPPC and their requests. It was proposed by Councillor C. Kelly and seconded by Councillor M. Argue to hold a CPG meeting at 1.00pm to discuss the matter.
4.

Appointment of Chief Executive.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor M. Argue

     Seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley

      And


Resolved:

“that this Council resolve to accept the recommendation from the Public Appointments Service to appoint Mr. Tommy Ryan as Chief Executive of Cavan County Council.
9(a)
To approve a 20 year lease of 1.973 acres of land approximately at Drumalee, Cavan to the Trustees of Drumalee Gaelic Athletic Association, namely Thomas Molloy, Brian Comaskey, Pat Sharkey (deceased), George Cartwright & Danny Murphy for a rent of €50 per year, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor M. Argue

     Seconded by Councillor E. Greenan

      And


Resolved:



“that a 20 year lease of 1.973 acres of land approximately at Drumalee, Cavan to the Trustees of Drumalee Gaelic Athletic Association, namely Thomas Molloy, Brian Comaskey, Pat Sharkey (deceased), George Cartwright & Danny Murphy for a rent of €50 per year, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 be hereby approved”.
9(b)
To approve the disposal of 5.26 acres of land at Lismagratty, Co. Cavan to Andy Fay, Three Cavaghs, Bailieborough, Co. Cavan for the sum of €38,000 per acre, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor W. Bennett

     Seconded by Councillor C. Kelly

      And


Resolved:



“that the disposal of 5.26 acres of land at Lismagratty, Co. Cavan to Andy Fay, Three Cavaghs, Bailieborough, Co. Cavan for the sum of €38,000 per acre, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 be hereby approved”.
5.

To note Chief Executive’s Orders.


Noted.
6.

To note Chief Executive’s monthly report.


Noted.
7.

To note Audited Accounts for year ending 31/12/2013 for Cavan Town Council, Cootehill Town Council and Belturbet Town Council.


Noted.
8.(a)
To consider Annual Financial Statement for year ending 31/12/2014
It was:

Proposed by Councillor C. Kelly

     Seconded by Councillor S. Smith

      And


Resolved:



“that the Annual Financial Statement for year ending 31/12/2014 be hereby considered”.

 8.(b)
To approve additional revenue expenditure for year ending 31/12/2014.

 It was:

 Proposed by Councillor W. Bennett

     Seconded by Councillor P. McVitty

      And


Resolved:



“that the additional revenue expenditure for year ending 31/12/2014 be hereby approved”.

 8.(c) 
To approve transfer to reserves for year ending 31/12/2014.
It was:

 Proposed by Councillor S. Smith

     Seconded by Councillor D. Brady

      And


Resolved:



“that transfer to reserves for year ending 31/12/2014 be hereby approved”.

10.
To approve attendance of members at AILG “In Service” Training “Local Community Development & LCDC’s – A New Role for Local Authorities” to be held in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Sligo on 16 May.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor J.P. Feeley
     Seconded by Councillor W. Bennett

      And


Resolved:


“that Councillors J.P. Feeley, P. Brady, F. Curtin, C. Kelly, S. Smith, S.P. O’Reilly, P. McVitty, V. Smith, P. Smith, W. Bennett, C. Brady and Patrick O’Reilly attend the AILG ” “In Service” Training “Local Community Development & LCDC’s – A New Role for Local Authorities” to be held in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Sligo on 16 May be hereby approved”.
11.(a)
To note reply from Minister for Transport Tourism & Sport re. Local Improvement Scheme.



Noted.

    (b)
To note reply from Minister for Transport Tourism & Sport re. penalty points changes.



Noted.

    (c) 
To note reply from Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources re. the sale of energy to the national grid.


Noted.

    (d)
To note reply from Waterways Ireland re. Ballyconnell to Ballyheady Walkway.



Noted.

    (e)
To note acknowledgement from Office of the Minister for Social Protection re. changes to the One Parent Family Payment.



Noted.


Votes of Sympathy:
· Ann-Marie Ward, Heritage Officer, Cavan County Council on the death of her brother Dr. John Curley, Sligo.

· Councillor P. McVitty on the death of his aunt Mrs. Bridget Gilbride.
· Gerry Smith, Cavan County Council on the death of his sister Olive O’Reilly.

· Councillor N. Smyth on the death of her uncle Mr. Paddy Smyth, Glasnevin, Dublin.
Councillor M. Argue congratulated all those who organised and participated in the “Darkness into Light 5km walk” in Cavan town on Saturday 9th May which was a fundraiser for Pieta House.
Members’ Items Deferred From April Meeting
1.
That this Council explore the possibility of installing CCTV cameras in troublesome spots in our towns and villages throughout the County.


Councillor D. Brady stated that the reduction in Garda numbers and the closure of Garda Stations in the County has led to trouble arising in various areas including cross border illegal activities and there is not sufficient man power to deal with this.  Councillor Brady asked that the Council install CCTV cameras in strategic locations throughout the County which would also be a great help to Gardai in tacking rural crime. 

Councillor J.P. Feeley supported the motion stating that a CCTV system installed in Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim had led to the successful detection of a number of crimes in the area. 


Councillor S. Smith suggested that the matter be raised at the next Joint Policing Committee.


Mr. Ger Finn, Acting Chief Executive stated that the matter would be put on the agenda to discuss at the next Joint Policing Committee meeting.  He stated that the Data Commissioner had an issue with the storing of data for a long period and suggested that the installation of a moveable system within the County might be useful.  He stated that the Council would look into the cost of installing these cameras as previous schemes were funded by the Department.

2.
That Cavan County Council call on the Oireachtas to adopt the Protection of the Environment (Criminal Activity) (Amendment) Bill 2015 to provide for an effective cross-border approach to fuel smuggling and related criminal activity.

Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that this motion had been placed on the agenda prior to receiving a presentation at the Joint Policing Committee meeting.  Councillor Feeley stated that it was revealed at the Joint Policing Committee meeting that there is between 150 and 200 filling stations throughout the country being operated by gangsters and criminals.  He stated that to date 130 filling stations throughout the country have been closed for fuel laundering. He stated that complicity among local communities is one of the main obstacles preventing Revenue officials from cracking down on fuel laundering along the border.  He stated that cars will continue to be damaged if people continue to support this kind of activity. Councillor J.P. Feeley proposed that the Council call on the Oireachtas to adopt the Protection of the Environment (Criminal Activity)(Amendment) Bill 2015 to provide for an effective cross-border approach to fuel smuggling and related criminal activity.

Councillor S. Smith seconded the proposal.  He stated that co-operation is required from the authorities in Northern Ireland in order to solve the problem.


Councillor P. Smith believed that removing the dye from fuel altogether would put an end to the criminality.


Councillor S.P. O’Reilly stated that in a lot of cases retailers lives are threatened in order for them to take laundered diesel.   
3.
Cavan County Council call on the Government and European institutions to take urgent action on mobile roaming charges.

Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that the European Union Ministers had promised to end roaming charges by the end of 2015 and this had now been deferred to 2018 at the earliest.  He stated that living near a border area could mean using three networks in a short space of time.  He stated that the level of mobile phone coverage in the County is deteriorating rapidly instead of improving and customers are paying higher prices for poorer services.  Councillor J.P. Feeley proposed that the Council write to Minister Alex White T.D. asking that enormous pressure be put on communication companies to improve their networks and also that urgent action be taken on mobile roaming charges.

Councillor S. Smith seconded the proposal.  He stated that phone coverage is terrible throughout the County.  He stated that there had been no investment recently by mobile phone companies to upgrade masts.  He stated that since the hosting of the G8 summit in Enniskillen in 2013 the standard of telecommunications along the border region has deteriorated rapidly. 


Councillor P. McVitty stated that currently a lot of people have no landlines and depend solely on their mobile phones.


Councillor F. Curtin stated that the lack of mobile phone coverage in some areas has left older people in isolation and in a vulnerable position.


Councillor E. Greenan supported the motion stating that a lot of European travellers are inflicted with high mobile phone bills due to roaming charges.

4.
An upgrade of bus stop at New Inns.


Councillor P. Smith stated that the bus stop at New Inns had been moved to accommodate the insertion of an island on the road.  He stated that the location of the new bus stop is dangerous due to a drop down from the road to the green area.  He asked the Council to look at making the area around the bus stop safe in the interest of health and safety.

Councillor F. Curtin supported the motion stating that this bus stop is used by a lot of commuters to and from Dublin each day and also elderly people.  He suggested that the NRA in conjunction with Cavan County Council put a bus shelter at this location.

Councillor V. Smith stated that the matter had been previously discussed at a municipal district meeting and the area engineer is to look into the matter.


Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services stated that the engineering staff would look at the problem.

5.
An update on the fire station in Ballyjamesduff.


Councillor P. Smith asked the executive of Cavan County Council for an update on the new fire station for Ballyjamesduff.

Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services informed the meeting that a site has been secured for the fire station.  He stated that the plans are with the Department and the Council are waiting on approval to go to tender.
6.
An update on the primary care centre in Ballyjamesduff.


Councillor P. Smith proposed that the Council write to the HSE Dublin North/East and the Minister for Health asking for an update on the primary care centre in Ballyjamesduff.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor W. Bennett. 
Members’ Items – May
10.
That the Council urge the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade to support the very valuable work of the Kevin Bell Repatriation Fund through its Emigrant Support Programme.


Councillor P. Brady proposed that Cavan County Council write to the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade urging them to provide support from its Emigrant Support Fund to the Kevin Bell Repatriation Fund.  He stated that the Kevin Bell Repatriation Fund was set up by the family of Down native Kevin Bell who was killed in New York in 2013. Councillor Brady stated that the Kevin Bell Repatriation Fund is doing valuable work in bringing loved ones home where the family would not be in a financial position to do so.  He stated that the fund does great work in relieving some of the stress and the burden in bringing a loved one home and steps should be taken by the Government in supporting this.  He stated that since the trust was established five families in Cavan and three in Monaghan have availed of the Trust’s help and stated that with the large number of people emigrating overseas the likelihood is that the Trust will be used even more.


Councillor W. Bennett seconded the proposal.


Councillor P. Smith supported the motion and stated that he was delighted to be involved in the late Martin Cadden tractor run.

Councillor P. O’Reilly suggested that assistance should also be sought from our National Airline in relation to bringing a body home.  
11.
That this Council urges the Minister for Education & Skills to ensure that unemployed qualified teachers be given priority when teaching opportunities arise.


Councillor P. Brady stated that thousands of newly qualified teachers are being overlooked in favour of retired teachers when it comes to subbing jobs.  He stated that according to figures from the Department a total of 537 retired teachers were employed during the 2013/14 school year.  He stated that some 1,500 retired teachers were also employed as State exam supervisors in 2014. He stated that this practice means that young people are not getting the chance to build up their experience and is adding to the high number of young people emigrating abroad.  He stated that although there is legislation in place that aims to prevent this practice it is not being adhered to by schools.  Councillor P. Brady proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Education & Skills to ensure that unemployed qualified teachers are given priority when teaching opportunities arise.


This proposal was seconded by Councillor E. Greenan.  Councillor Greenan stated that there was a sense of a lost generation of teachers out there as a result of the current system.

Councillor M. Argue stated that for maternity leave a teacher must be taken off the panel and noted that at secondary level there is currently a shortage of Irish teachers.  Councillor Argue suggested that if Councillor Brady knew of an abuse of the existing panel system then it should be reported.

Councillor P. O’Reilly suggested that subs should be employed in a school when teachers go away with school football teams.

12.
Calling on Cavan County Council to clarify the statements made in the national media regarding local authority tenants facing eviction over non-payment of water charges.


Councillor S. P. O’Reilly asked the executive to clarify the statements made in the national media regarding local authority tenants facing eviction over non-payment of water charges. Councillor O’Reilly blamed the national media for causing a scare frenzy among Council tenants fearful that they may lose their homes for failing to pay the water charges.

Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services informed the members that while the Council complied with legislation to send details including names and addresses of tenants to Irish Water, it had never gone down the road towards eviction for non-payment.  He stated that Cavan County Council was asked by Irish Water to supply them with the names and addresses of their tenants so that they could bill them accordingly.  He stated that the payment of water charges is an issue between the tenant and Irish Water.  

Council E. Greenan asked that the media make it clear that it was passed in the Dail to have names and addresses of Council tenants passed onto Irish Water.  It was not Cavan County Council that made the decision.


Mr. Ger Finn, Chief Executive stated that the Council were required by law to pass the information on to Irish Water.

13.
Planning permission for additional car parking spaces at the proposed Tesco development in Cavan Town.

Councillor E. Greenan stated that planning permission for an additional 235 car parking spaces at the proposed Tesco development in Cavan Town is currently with An Bord Pleanala.  He stated that if permission is granted by An Bord Pleanala it could mean the closure of many small businesses in Cavan Town.  He stated that the granting of these extra car parking spaces will result in a total of 485 free spaces at the Tesco store which will leave Main Street Cavan deserted.  He stated that this free car parking at Tesco will have an impact on pay parking revenue and commercial rates.  He stated that businesses in the town centre are paying a premium commercial rate due to their location and the construction of a new free car park at Tesco will draw customers away from the town centre.  He stated that he was not anti Tesco but this was about safe guarding Cavan town.  He stated that he hoped An Bord Pleanala would see some sense in the issue.

Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that it was important for any vibrant economic town to have a mix of major multiples and locally owned indigenous businesses.  He stated that we need to get the balance right and he urged the executive to do all they could to facilitate the work of Cavan Chamber of Commerce.


Councillor S. Smith stated that it was most important that we do our utmost to protect the small shop owners.


Councillor P. McDonald supported the motion stating that since Tesco opened in Bailieborough ten small shops on Main St., Bailieborough have closed.  He noted that the profits made by Tesco go out of the Country.


The meeting was adjourned for 20 minutes to facilitate the preparation of a Civic Reception for Mr. Aogan O’Fhearghail, President of the GAA.
14.
That Cavan County Council creates the role of “European Officer” to an employee who will be responsible to identify potential funding sources and projects from the EU that could benefit the County.

Councillor E. Greenan stated that the whole approach to sourcing EU funding is quite complex and he proposed that Cavan County Council create a role for a European Officer who will be responsible for identifying potential funding sources and projects from the EU that could benefit County Cavan.  He suggested that the issue be addressed with the MEP’s at the meeting on Monday 25th May.

Councillor J.P. Feeley supported the motion stating that the Council engage in every available step to seek EU funding.  He stated that over the years Cavan County Council has done very well in getting EU funding in comparison to neighbouring counties.

Councillor W. Bennett stated that Caroline Brady, Community & Enterprise does a lot of research into funding.


Mr. Eoin Doyle, Director of Services stated that Cavan County Council were grateful recipients of Peace Funding through the years.  He agreed that applications for EU funding are not straight forward and very complex.  He stated that ICBAN have a full time official to assist County Councils in terms of EU funding.  He stated that currently Ms. Caroline Brady is doing this job with Cavan County Council and will continue to do so.  He stated that Ms. Brady also corresponds with the EU officer in Donegal County Council.  


It was agreed that this item would be discussed at the meeting with the MEP’s.

15.
That this Council calls upon the Government to:

· Protect Irish Interests in the ongoing Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations between the EU and the US.
· Take all measures to remove Investor State Dispute Settlements (ISDS) from the agreement.

· Take all measures that the terms of the living agreement cannot breach Irish legislation.

· Take all measures to protect Irish Agriculture in TTIP negotiations.

Councillor E. Greenan informed the meeting that The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership is a comprehensive free trade and investment treaty currently being negotiated between the European Union and the US.  He stated that the objective of TTIP is to remove barriers to trade and investment between the two economies.  He stated that Ireland currently has a long standing trade relationship with the US as the US accounts for 23% of our export market and 12% of our imports.  He stated that the biggest threat to democracy in TTIP is the Investor State Dispute Settlement Mechanism.  He stated that this mechanism allows corporations to sue governments for loss of revenue when government regulations are seen to affect expected profits.  He stated that a company could potentially sue for loss of profits if a local government bans fracking in their area.  Councillor Greenan stated that Ireland’s agriculture relies heavily on export, 90% of net beef output is exported while 85% of dairy is exported.  He stated that the Irish market could be inundated with cheaper, poor quality meat products which could put pressure on our food standards and negatively hit Irish farmers already reeling from the recent beef crisis.  He stated that around 70% of all processed foods sold in the US supermarkets contain genetically modified ingredients.  He stated that EU producers may be disadvantaged by the extra costs involved in complying with EU regulations while their US counterparts do not face such restrictions. Councillor Greenan proposed that the Council calls upon the Government to protect Irish interests in the ongoing TTIP negotiations between the EU and the US, take all measures to remove ISDS from the agreement, take all measures that the terms of the living agreement cannot breach Irish legislation and take all measures to protect Irish Agriculture in TTIP negotiations.
The proposal was seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley.  Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that if the EU and US don’t set trade rules the Chinese will.
16.
“That Cavan County Council supports Comhairle Na nOgs “Let’s Go Mental” Campaign to promote positive mental health for teenagers through music, sports and the arts and other fun events by supporting the local Cavan Comhairle Na nOg organisation”.


Councillor N. Connell informed the meeting that Comhairle Na nOgs “Let’s Go Mental” Campaign is a series of 31 regional events for teenagers to promote positive mental health through music, sport, the arts and other fun activities.  He stated that these events will take place all over the Country from June to October.  He stated that this idea was thought up by young people for young people and he asked that Cavan County Council support the campaign.

Councillor S.P. O’Reilly stated that the members will support the campaign in any way possible.  He stated that Comhairle na nOg are a well driven group who know exactly what they are at.  


Mr. Eoin Doyle, Director of Services stated that Comhairle na nOg would get whatever support is required from the Council.  He stated that Ms. Jane Crudden, Community & Enterprise Section works specifically with Comhairle na nOg.  

Items 7, 8 and 9 were deferred to the June meeting.
The meeting concluded at 4.30pm.
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly asked the members to attend the Civic Reception for President of the GAA, Mr. Aogan O’Fhearghail at 5.30pm in the Council Chamber.
PAGE  
14

