Minutes of Meeting of Cavan County Council held on 8 February 2016 in the Council Chamber
Councillor P. Smith, Cathaoirleach Presiding
Present:
Councillors M. Argue, W. Bennett, C. Brady, D. Brady, P. Brady, N. Connell, F.Curtin, J.P. Feeley, E. Greenan, C. Kelly, P. McDonald, P. McVitty, P. O’Reilly, S.P. O’Reilly, S. Smith, V. Smith.
In Attendance:
T. Ryan, Chief Executive



J. McLoughlin, Director of Service



E. Doyle, Director of Service



G. Finn, Director of Service



E. McGinn, Meetings Administrator 
An apology was received from Councillor N. Smyth.

1.
To confirm Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Cavan County Council held on 11 January 2016.  Miontuairisci cruinnithe 11 Eanair 2016 a dhearbhu.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor P. McVitty
     Seconded by Councillor S. Smith
      And


Resolved:

“that minutes of monthly meeting of Cavan County Council held on 11 January 2016 be hereby approved”.
2.

To note Minutes of Housing, Community, Social & Cultural Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 13 October 2015.


Noted.
3.

To note minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on 14 December 2015.


Noted.

4.

To note Chief Executive’s Orders.



Noted.
Councillor P. O’Reilly welcomed the road works being carried out in Virginia and noted that these were under the remit of the Director of Services for Roads.  He stated that the works were being carried out in a very efficient and effective manner.  He noted that the months of January and February have the shortest days of the year and asked why these works could not be carried out over the summer months and during the night.  He stated that the timing of these works is having an impact on trade in the town.  He also noted that there was no time schedule listed for the completion of the works.  

Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services stated that irrespective of when the works are carried out it would be an inconvenience to road users.  He stated that Cavan County Council were fortunate in securing extra funding from Transport Infrastructure Ireland formerly the National Roads Authority (NRA) to have these works at Virginia carried out.  He stated that the Council are extremely fortunate to be in a position to deliver a project of this scale into the town of Virginia.

Mr. Tommy Ryan, Chief Executive stated that Cavan County Council has a good relationship with Transport Infrastructure Ireland and because of this relationship, an extra €3m was allocated to Cavan County Council due to the Council’s ability to deliver the work efficiently.  He stated that it would cost more to pay contractors to carry out the work by night.
5.

To note Chief Executive’s monthly report



Noted.

6.

To approve the Local, Economic & Community Plan 2016-2021 under Section 66(c)(4) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 – Report of the Chief Executive and Chair Local Community and Development Committee.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor J.P. Feeley

     Seconded by Councillor M. Argue

      And


Resolved:

“that the Local, Economic & Community Plan 2016-2021 under Section 66(c)(4) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 – Report of the Chief Executive and Chair Local Community and Development Committee be hereby approved”.



Mr. Tommy Ryan, Chief Executive informed the members that the Cavan Local Economic and Community Plan in about putting people first.  He stated that Local Government will be the main vehicle of governance and public service at local level leading economic, social and community development.   Mr. Ryan stated that the plan will deliver efficient and good value services and represent citizens and local communities effectively and accountably.



Mr. John Donohoe, Chief Officer, Community & Enterprise informed the members that the plan is a six year plan to promote and support the economic development and community development of the County.  He stated that in preparing the plan 11 public consultations were held in total with 29 individual submissions submitted.  He stated that a number of strategy agencies were involved in the preparation of the plan also.  He stated that a training day was held in October for elected members.  He noted that the plan was adopted by the Economic SPC on 26th January with Cavan County Council adopting the plan on 8th February.  He stated that the next step is to submit the plan to the Minister for the Environment and have it published by Cavan County Council.


Mr. Jim Fox, Acting Chief Executive, Cavan Enterprise Office stated that there are twelve high level goals in the plan.  He stated that one goal will be to promote Cavan as an attractive investment location.  He stated that the plan will encourage new business start-ups and bring in new entrepreneurs to the County.  He stated that the plan will focus largely on encouraging innovation/research and development.  He informed the members that Enterprise Week takes place from 7th to 11th March and there will be a number of seminars held to publicise the plan.
Councillor P. Smith thanked John and Jim for their presentations.  He stated that it was a very ambitious plan and it had been discussed at great length.  He stated that the aim of the plan is to promote Cavan at home and abroad.
Councillor J.P. Feeley, Chair of the Economic SPC noted that the plan is a very comprehensive plan for the future of the County.  He thanked Council staff, other interested parties and local people for their contributions.  He stated that the implementation of the plan is a major challenge for the Council and extra resources are needed in order to do this.  He stated that there needs to be political pressure at national level put on the IDA to invest in areas outside of the M50.

Councillor C. Kelly thanked everyone for their contributions which helped create a very comprehensive and ambitious plan.

Councillors P. O’Reilly, M. Argue. E. Greenan. W. Bennett and P. McVitty also welcomed the comprehensive plan set out for the future of County Cavan.

Mr. Eoin Doyle, Director of Services acknowledged the contribution of the members in developing the plan and in particular the Economic SPC.  He thanked the staff of the Community and Enterprise section for their work on the plan.  He stated that enterprise week will be launched on Monday 7th March 2015 by Chief Executive Mr. Tommy Ryan and he encouraged members to promote enterprise week.

7.

To seek 3 nominations for the Cavan Drugs and Alcohol Forum.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor S.P. O’Reilly
     Seconded by Councillor S. Smith
      And


Resolved:

“that the nomination of Councillor J.P. Feeley for the Cavan Drugs and Alcohol Forum be hereby approved.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor P. McDonald

     Seconded by Councillor N. Connell

      And


Resolved:

“that the nomination of Councillor E. Greenan for the Cavan Drugs and Alcohol Forum be hereby approved.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor P. O’Reilly

     Seconded by Councillor M. Argue

      And


Resolved:

“that the nomination of Councillor V. Smith for the Cavan Drugs and Alcohol Forum be hereby approved.
8.

Report on the new PEACE IV Programme implementation.



Ms. Jane Crudden, Peace-Programme Manager gave a detailed presentation on the new Peace IV programme implementation.  She stated that the themes being delivered nationally in Peace IV are Children and Young People €14.5m, Shared Spaces and Services €24.5m and Building Positive Relations €30m.  She informed the members that the themes being delivered through Peace Partnership in Cavan are Children and Young People €642,678, Shared Spaces and Services €1,085,946m and Building Positive Relations €1,329,803m.  


She noted that Cavan County Council will be the lead partner and the local community development team are to be considered as a vehicle for the implementation of Peace IV. She stated that action plans will be prepared relevant to the three themes.  She stated that the duration of the project can be up to 2021 and it is recommended that each plan will operate for a minimum three year period.  She stated that the action plans will include a small grants programme (resource allocated model) and the small grants must not exceed 25% of the value of the Action Plan. She informed the members that Stage one for applications is yet to be advertised but it is expected to be announced in the coming weeks.


Councillor P. Smith thanked Jane for her presentation noting that a total funding of €3,058,427 is being allocated to County Cavan.



Councillor J. P. Feeley welcomed the allocation.  He asked in relation to small grants what would be available to communities and would the criteria for applying for same be difficult.


Ms. Crudden informed the members that a maximum of 25% can be allocated to community grants.  She stated that of the €642,678 allocated to children and younger people up to 25% of this amount can be made available to small grants.



Councillor P. McDonald welcomed the funding and in particular the allocation for Shared Spaces and Services.



Councillor P. O’Reilly welcomed the funding and hoped that Cavan would get a fair share of the overall budget.


It was noted and agreed that the Local Community and Development Committee (LCDC) will act as the partnership structure for the Peace Programme.
9.

To approve Arts Awards recommendations as listed 

It was:

Proposed by Councillor J.P. Feeley


Seconded by Councillor S. Smith

     And


Resolved:
“that payment of Arts Grants in accordance with following list, as circulated, be hereby approved”.
	Name of Organisation or Group
	Amount

	John O’Rourke, launch of 5th volume of poetry
	€200

	Gonzo Youth Theatre, to produce The Causasian Chalk Circle by Bertrolt Brecht
	€1,000

	Ann O Donoghue, support creative work in poetry
	€150

	Shercock Drama Festival
	€600

	Lit Lab Writers Group, 3 day poetry festival
	€700

	Cavan Drama Festival Committee
	€500

	Mullahoran, CCE to promote an event within the Comhaltas Ethos
	€150

	At the Edge Cavan, open Mic sessions promoting literature
	€600

	Joe Keenan, Café Sessions supporting performance artists and audience development
	€700

	Cavan Camera Club, advancing members techniques
	€400

	Ag Seinm Traditional Arts Camp 2016
	€500

	Ballyjamesduff Musical Society, maintaining the musical tradition
	€500

	Jane McCormick, new art work entitled The Listening Project
	€600

	The Moogles Theatre, women’s writing workshop
	€600

	Kilnaleck Youth Drama Society towards the performance of Anne and The Breakfast Club
	€400

	Ballyhaise Community Preschool to engage dance artist for workshops
	€150

	Marilyn Gaffney towards cost of exhibition at Pallas/Project Studios Exhibition
	€200

	Sally O’Dowd, to research and develop collaboration with another artist
	€800

	Cootehill Branch Comhaltas, Gerry Whelan Festival
	€500

	Cavan Drug and Alcohol Service for theatre of the oppressed project
	€500

	Philip Doherty, The Gonzo Theatre to produce The Ventriloquist, a play
	€900

	Kingscourt Youth Drama, towards workshop costs
	€400

	The Tyrone Guthrie Award Bursary is recommended for the artists Rikki van den Berg, visual artist and Jessie Keenan dance artist.  The total residency fee is paid directly to the Tyrone Guthrie Centre to the value of €1,300 in respect of the nominated artists.
	


10(a)
To approve attendance of members at AILG Training Seminar (Local Authority Safety Services) to be held in the Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan on 11th February 2016
It was:

Proposed by Councillor S.P. O’Reilly

     Seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley

      And


Resolved:

“that the attendance of Councillors P. O’Reilly, V. Smith, P. McVitty, W. Bennett, C. Brady, P. Smith, P. Brady, F. Curtin and S.P. O’Reilly at the AILG Training Seminar (Local Authority Safety Services) to be held in the Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan on 11th February 2016 be hereby approved”.

10(b)
To approve attendance of members at Mental Health & Suicide Awareness Conference to be held in The Park Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford on 19 & 20 February 2016.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor S.P. O’Reilly

     Seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley

      And


Resolved:

“that the attendance of Councillor P. Brady at the Mental Health & Suicide Awareness Conference to be held in The Park Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford on 19 & 20 February 2016 be hereby approved”.

10(c)
To approve attendance of members at Celtic Conferences “The Finance Act 2015” to be held in Clonakilty, Co. Cork from the 4-6 March, 2016.

It was:

Proposed by Councillor S.P. O’Reilly

     Seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley

      And


Resolved:

“that the attendance of Councillor P. Brady at Celtic Conferences “The Finance Act 2015” to be held in Clonakilty, Co. Cork from 4-6 March 2016 be hereby approved”.

11(a)
To note reply from Health Service Executive regarding GPs in the Cavan area.



Noted.

    (b)
To note reply from Office of the Minister for Primary Care, Social Care (Disabilities & Older People) and Mental Health regarding the current waiting time for Disabled Drivers Medical Board appeals.



Noted.

    (c)
To note reply from Association of Irish Local Government (AILG) enclosing correspondence from EPA regarding the Code of Practice: Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Systems serving Single Houses.



Noted.

    (d)
To note reply from the Arts Council regarding the NYAH Festival.



Noted.
    (e)
To note reply from the French Ambassador



Noted.

Councillor P. O’Reilly welcomed the announcement of an allocation of €860,000 towards the construction of a new library in Virginia.  He thanked former County Librarian, Josephine Brady for her involvement in looking for a library for Virginia.  He also thanked former County Manager Jack Keyes and Director of Service Eoin Doyle for their involvement in the purchase of land to accommodate the library.  
Councillor P. O’Reilly also welcomed the announcement of €1m in relation to the construction of a new fire station in Virginia which is anticipated to be complete by the end of 2016.  He thanked the Virginia Development Association who had campaigned long and hard for these buildings.

Councillor P. O’Reilly received the support of his fellow Ballyjamesduff area Councillors.

Councillor W. Bennett and his fellow members wished Brian Hora, Senior Staff Officer the best of luck as he takes up his new post as Administrative Officer with South Dublin County Council.  
Councillor S.P. O’Reilly thanked Cathaoirleach Councillor Paddy Smith and the Executive of Cavan County Council for the training session held recently in relation to Mental Health.  



Votes of Sympathy:
· Mr. Philip Coleman, Housing Section on the death of his Uncle Mr. Philip Reilly in the USA

· The Sorohan Family, Luton on the death of Mr. Tom Sorohan formerly Belturbet and a member of the Cavan Association in Luton.

· The Fitzpatrick Family, Killeshandra on the death of John Fitzpatrick.

· The Fitzsimons Family, Ballyjamesduff on the death of Geraldine Fitzsimons.

· The Brady Family, Clonkeefy, Ballyjamesduff on the death of John Charles Brady

· The Walsh Family, Ballyconnell on the death of retired Garda Joe Walsh.



A minutes silence was held in memory of the deceased.


Members’ Items – February
1. That this Council urge An Taoiseach to appoint a Minister for Public Works with full responsibility for the management of our waterways.



Councillor P. O’Reilly noted that there are thirty different agencies involved in running the Shannon and yet not one of them has a contribution to make when homes and farms in the area are flooded.  He was of the opinion if the River Shannon was lowered by 2 feet, Athlone would not have been flooded.  He stated that Islands have grown in the rivers over the last number of years through poor neglect and these cannot be touched now.  He stated that a greater allocation needs to be made to Local Authorities in relation to drainage.  Councillor P. O’Reilly proposed that this Council urge An Taoiseach to appoint a Minister for Public Works with full responsibility for the management of our waterways.


Councillor S.P. O’Reilly seconded the proposal.  He stated that he had sought a meeting with the Office of Public Works on four different occasions and is still awaiting the meeting.



Councillor S. Smith called for a great cross-jurisdictional involvement in the management of local water ways and more funding for drainage.  


Councillor D. Brady seconded Councillor Smith’s proposal to raise the issue with Fermanagh District Council.


Councillor S. Smith proposed that an allocation for funding for drainage be included in the Annual Budget.  This was seconded by Councillor W. Bennett.



Councillor P. Smith stated that he had been speaking to Minister Simon Harris who informed him that something will be done in the near future.  He asked that the Executive request the OPW to attend the April meeting along with Waterways Ireland and Inland Fisheries.



Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services informed the members that the Council had submitted to the Department of Transport an estimated figure of €4.9m to repair 83 roads affected by flooding.   Mr. McLoughlin noted that a public consultation day on final report of the North Western-Neagh Bann CFRAM study, which includes part of County Cavan is to take place on Wednesday 17th February in the Hotel Kilmore and Ballyconnell Community Centre. 
2.

That this Council calls on the Minister for Health to eliminate the children’s waiting lists for Physiotherapy, Occupational and Speech Therapy in Cavan particularly giving the large number of children waiting for these appointments for 6 months or more.



Councillor N. Connell noted that there are 304 children on waiting lists of over six months in County Cavan for physiotherapy, occupational and speech therapy.  He stated that the children on these waiting lists are in their formative years and there is no point in receiving an appointment two or three years down the line for services that are needed now.  Councillor Connell proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Health asking for the elimination of Children’s waiting lists for physiotherapy, occupational and speech therapy in Cavan particularly giving the large number of children waiting for these appointments for six months or more.



Councillor C. Brady seconded Councillor Connell’s proposal.  
3.

That this Council calls on the Minister for Social Protection to examine the possibility of having a regular visit to Ballyjamesduff by the Community Welfare Officer.


Councillor N. Connell stated that Ballyjamesduff is a largely populated area and the removal of the Community Welfare Officer has caused great difficulty in the town particularly for those who cannot drive.  He proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Social Protection asking her to examine the possibility of having a regular visit to Ballyjamesduff by the Community Welfare officer.



Councillor S.P. O’Reilly supported the motion and proposed with the consent of Councillor Connell that the Ballyjamesduff Municipal District seek a meeting with the Chief Superintendent regarding Community Welfare Officers.  Councillor Connell agreed to same.

4.

That this Council calls on Bus Eireann to examine public links from Ballyjamesduff to large urban centres with a view to increasing their frequency.



Councillor N. Connell proposed that the Council write to Bus Eireann asking that they examine public links from Ballyjamesduff to large urban centres with a view to increasing their frequency.  He noted that Ballyjamesduff is a largely populated area and those that do not drive have great difficulty in getting a regular bus service to urban centres.


Councillor P. O’Reilly supported the motion and stated that Bus Eireann should increase their frequency to Virginia where there already is a service.



Councillor P. McDonald stated that the same problem exists in Bailieborough with a service being provided only twice a week to Cavan town.  He stated that this service is required on a daily basis.



Councillor P. Smith supported the motion and stated that the Ballyjamesduff Community Council would also write to Bus Eireann.

5.

This Council calls upon the Irish Government and the Minister for Heritage, Heather Humphreys to intervene immediately to halt the current works on the historic Moore Street 1916 terrace which involve the virtual destruction of No. 18, the inappropriate encroachment on the National Monument 14-17 and the potential demolition of the remaining buildings on the terrace (10-25), based on current development plans.  We call on the Minister to work with the 1916 relatives and all relevant stakeholders to implement a new plan which would conserve and develop the complete terrace and create an historic 1916 quarter.



Councillor E. Greenan noted that there was a documentary in the news recently in relation to community development being planned for part of Moore Street.  He stated that the entire area from the GPO to Moore Street should be respected and retained.  He stated that Kilmainham Jail was almost derelict and now it is one of the best tourist attractions in Ireland. 


 He noted that the same could happen from the GPO to Moore Street.  Councillor Greenan proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Heritage, Heather Humphreys T.D. to intervene immediately to halt the current works on the historic Moore Street 1916 terrace which involve the virtual destruction of No. 18, the inappropriate encroachment on the National Monument 14-17 and the potential demolition of the remaining buildings on the terrace (10-25), based on current development plans.  Councillor Greenan also called on the Minister to work with the 1916 relatives and all relevant stakeholders to implement a new plan which would conserve and develop the complete terrace and create an historic 1916 quarter.


Councillor J.P. Feeley supported the motion.  He stated that Moore Street is of huge historic significant and should be respected.  He stated that no further works should be done until the buildings are properly preserved and protected.


Councillor P. O’Reilly noted that Moore Street is a huge visitor attraction to people from rural Ireland.  He noted that planning permission was granted in 2013 to demolish No. 18 and there were no objections to the planning at that time.



Councillor P. Smith stated that planning permission was granted with agreement of An Taisce. Councillor P. Smith welcomed the replica of the GPO in the County Museum Ballyjamesduff stating that it will be placed beside the World War 1 trenches.
6.

That this Council calls on the AILG and other organisations, in recognising the workload of County Councillors and also modern technology, to start offering web based access to relevant local government training events that take place around the country throughout the year.


Councillor E. Greenan noted that the majority of members also have day jobs outside of working as a Councillor.  He stated that it is important in any job to be kept up to date with training but this can be difficult at times particularly when the training is being held far away.  


He proposed that the Council write to the AILG and other organisations, in recognising the workload of County Councillors and also modern technology, to start offering web based access to relevant local government training events that take place around the country throughout the year.



Councillor P. McVitty stated that he would bring it to the attention of the AILG.  He stated that the AILG hold training seminars every three months in a different area but close to where the Councillors are from.



Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that the AILG as an organisation need to improve their level of service to members.  He stated that already their training events and papers are put on the AILG website.  


Councillor P. O’Reilly stated that it was a statutory obligation on Councillors to attend these training sessions.



Councillor S.P. O’Reilly wished every success to all candidates participating in the General Election on the 26 February, 2016.



Councillor P. Smith informed the members that a Cathaoirleach’s reception will take at 5.30pm for the Cavan Minor All Ireland Camogie Winners 2015 C team.


The meeting ended at 5.00pm March meeting will be held on Monday, 7 March 2016.
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