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1.0 Introduction 
 

An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as a place, area, group of 

structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose 

character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve.  Bailieborough has been 

identified as an area that would benefit from designation as an Architectural 

Conservation Area (ACA).   

 

This report includes a map identifying the Bailieborough ACA boundaries and a 

detailed description of the architectural character and special interest of the area.  

Policies in this report aim to preserve and enhance the special character of the 

Bailieborough ACA.  

 

 

Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777 

Map 51 Dublin to Clones route featuring Bailieborough 
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2.0 Location 

  
Bailieborough is a 19th century market town located in the south-east of County Cavan, 

close to the boarders of Counties Monaghan and Meath.   

 

Bailieborough ACA is centred on the town’s Main Street.  The Main Street is a wide 

straight street that runs on a north-west–south-east axis.  It rises gradually from its 

lowest point at the north-west end to its highest point at the south-east end.  The 

Church of Ireland church and the Masonic Hall terminate the views at each end of the 

street.  The Main Street is intersected at four points: at Market Square by the Barrack 

Street (R178), below Market Square by the Thomas Street (R165), halfway down Main 

Street on the south side of the road by Anne Street, and at the end of the street by 

Adelaide Row (R178). 

 

Bailieborough ACA includes all buildings on the Main Street, the Masonic Hall, and the 

Church of Ireland church.   

 

The Main Street retains a strong historic character and the aim of this ACA designation 

is to strengthen and protect that character.   

 

 

 
Bailieborough ACA location Map 
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3.0 Historic Development 
 

James I of England granted William Bailie from Ayrshire, Scotland, 1,000 acres of land 

in Tandragee, Cavan in 1610.  This grant of land was part of the Ulster Plantation in 

the early years of the 17th century, which saw English and Scottish planters settled on 

land previously owned by native Irish. 

 

As a condition of the grant of land, William was instructed to build a strong house or 

castle within a bawn (a defensive wall surrounding a castle), enclose a demesne of 350 

acres, settle English and Scottish families in the area, and hold fairs and markets.   

 

William constructed his castle at Crocknahattin, a townland beside Castle Lough and 

north-west of the present village of Bailieborough.  A small settlement developed near 

the castle that became known as Bailieburrow or Bailie Borough.   

 

The Bailie estate passed through several owners during the 17th and the 18th centuries 

including the Hamilton family of County Armagh and the Corry Family of Rockcorry, 

County Monaghan until in 1814 Colonel William Young of County Armagh bought it.   

 

The Young family had come from Scotland to settle in Ulster in the 17th century.  

Colonel Young was the son of Rev. John Young, who in 1766 was incumbent of Eden, 

County Armagh.  Colonel Young served overseas in the army and was a Director of the 

East India Company.  He married Lucy, the youngest daughter of Lieutenant Colonel 

Charles Frederick in 1806 and bought Bailieborough Castle on his retirement and on 

his return to Ireland in 1814.  In 1821 Colonel Young was created a Baronet.   

 

It was Colonel Young who improved the earlier settlement and laid out the present 

day Bailieborough.  He was following in the footsteps of his neighbouring landlords 

who developed towns in County Cavan such as Cootehill and Kingscourt.  He planned 

a new town with a long straight street with tall two and three-storey townhouses with 

slate roofs and long rear sites and a prominently located church.  He built important 

public buildings and offered plots in the town to merchants and tradespeople.   

 

In 1817 the court house and in 1818 the market house was built, both still survive and 

are important landmark buildings in Bailieborough.  The Church of Ireland church was 

completed by c.1835 and built at the north-western end of Main Street, terminating 

the view down the street and replacing the earlier church.   

 

By 1837 Bailieborough had established itself as an important trading town in County 

Cavan with improved roads connecting it to other major towns in the region and a 

population of 1,085 inhabitants.  Samuel Lewis in his Topographic Dictionary of Ireland 

(1837) described Bailieborough as follows: 
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‘This town is situated on the road from Cootehill to Kells , and consists of only 

1 street, containing 165 houses.  The market is the largest in the county and is 

on Monday.’ 

 

The town also had a court house and gaol as described by Lewis: 

 

‘The Hilary and Midsummer general quarter sessions are held here: the court-

house was enlarged and improved in 1834.  The bridewell was built in that 

year, and contains five cells and two yards, with separate day-rooms and yards 

for female prisoners.  A manorial court is held yearly; and here is a station of 

the constabulary police.’   

 

Other notable buildings in the town include a Roman Catholic church built in 1839 

replacing an earlier thatched chapel, a Methodist Church on Adelaide Row built in 

1833 (now in use as an arts centre), and Tandragee House built in 1840 as a fever 

hospital.  A big change to the town was the construction of the Union Workhouse in 

Bailieborough in 1841-1842.  Colonel Young died in 1848 passing his titles, 

Bailieborough Castle, and estate to his eldest son John Young.  

 

Sir John Young served as an MP for Cavan from 1831 and as a Chief Secretary for 

Ireland from 1853-1855.  He founded The Anglo-Celt in 1846, was the Governor of 

New South Wales from 1861-1870, and the Governor General of Canada from 1869-

1872.  In 1870 he received a peerage and was given the title of Lord Lisgar.   

 

Although his work took him away from Cavan for extended periods, he continued 

improving his father’s work at Bailieborough including building the Model School in 

1885.  Sir Jon Young died at Bailieborough Castle in 1876.   

 

Although Bailieborough was booming in the 18th and the early-19th centuries, it was 

also a time of great political and sectarian unrest that led to riots and trouble.  It was 

a period of inequality and poverty as witnessed by 1000s of starving men, women, and 

children who travelled to Bailieborough to seek refuge in the Union Workhouse.   

 

As conditions in this part of Cavan deteriorated during the great famine and cholera 

outbreaks in the early to mid-19th century, one soup kitchen in Bailieborough was 

feeding 16,000 people daily.  

 

Today Bailieborough is a busy town with a growing population.  New housing 

developments, schools, health centre, and sports facilities are built to meet their needs.  

It supports a large surrounding rural area and continues to develop and improve.   

3.1 Historic Photographs  
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Photograph from the Lawrence Collection ‘Main St. Bailieboro’ 

Taken between 1880-1900, Source: National Library of Ireland 

 
Eugene Clerkin, The Lawrence Project Collection 1990/1991, Source: National Library of Ireland 

 
Comparison photograph taken September 2020 

A comparison of the three photographs above shows the changes to Main Street, 

Bailieborough over 100 years.  The cars, new road surface, new shopfronts, electricity 
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lines, and street lighting are all very noticeable in the most recent photograph taken 

in 2020.  However, it is interesting to see that many buildings remain as they were in 

the earlier photographs.  There are small changes to windows, roofs, and shopfronts 

but the structures remain unchanged on the whole and the street retains its 19th 

century structure.   

 

 
Photograph of the Market house, Bailieboro from the Lawrence Collection  

 Taken between 1880-1900, Source: National Library of Ireland 

 
Comparison photograph taken September 2020 

 

The market house was built in 1818 and it replaced an earlier market house located at 

the centre of the town.  Market houses were key to economic activity in a town.  The 

lower floor typically had open arcades where traders could meet, weigh, store, and sell 

goods.  The upper floor was often used for administrative purposes and as a space for 

town meetings.  The market house is now in use as a public library and remains an 

important civic building in Bailieborough.   
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LEFT: Photograph from the Lawrence Collection of the 

Church of Ireland church, Bailieboro (incorrectly labelled R.C Church) 

Taken between 1880-1900, Source: National Library of Ireland 

RIGHT: Comparison photograph taken Sept 2020 

 

Completed in c.1835 the Church of Ireland church replaced an earlier church, the ruins 

of which survive at the rear of the present church.  

 

Prominently positioned at the north-west end of Main Street, it is an elegant landmark 

building in the town.  The church is on a slightly elevated site facing down on Main 

Street and can be seen from every point on the street.   

 

The Church of Ireland church in Cootehill is in a similarly imposing location.  This was 

a recurring feature of 19th century planning of towns in Ireland and reflected the 

important role of the established church at the time.    
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3.2 Historic Maps 
 

The Taylor and Skinner map below and on page three of this report shows the town of 

Bailieborough in 1777.  The wide Main Street is illustrated and there are buildings 

lining both sides of the street.  In 1777 only one street leads westwards off Main Street, 

it appears to be William Street.  Later in the 19th century Colonel William Young and 

his son Sir John Young make significant improvements to the town and more streets 

are developed. 

 

 
Taylor and Skinner Maps of the Roads of Ireland, 1777 

Map 51 Dublin to Clones route featuring Bailieborough 

 

The first edition Ordnance Survey map of Bailieborough was surveyed in 1835 and 

illustrates in great detail the streets and buildings in the town.  By now Colonel Young 

has been at Bailieborough Castle 20 years, having bought it in 1814 and has begun 

making improvements to the town.  The census of 1831 recorded the population of the 

town as being 5,338.   

 

When compared to the previous map dated 1777, it is clear to see the course of the 

north-western end of Main Street has been changed to facilitate the location of the new 

Church of Ireland church which was built between 1833-1835.   

 

The street was diverted by a sharp turn to the south before continuing on its original 

course towards Bailieborough Castle.  Diverting this established route between 

Bailieborough and Bailieborough Castle demonstrates the lengths to which the Young 

Family, landlords of the area, were prepared to go to develop a planned town in the 

English-style.    
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 34, Surveyed 1835 

 

A new street at the southern end of the town has been built beside the new market 

house (1818).  This street is straight and wide and will later be known as Barrack 

Street when the Royal Irish Constabulary barracks are built.    

 

A road running in a north-east direction from beside the court house will later be 

named Adelaide Row, after Adelaide Annabella Tuite Dalton, wife of Sir John Young.  

On the first edition map surveyed in 1835 the Methodist Church is the only building 

on this road.  Now there is a small terrace of houses here too.   

 

The buildings in the centre of the Main Street are set back slightly from the road in an 

attempt to create a public square.  This space still exists in Bailieborough and in the 

recent past the buildings facing the square were a bank and a post office, important 

businesses in the community. Unfortunately, it was never fully developed as a public 

space as it is not large enough to function as a square.    

 

Wide straight streets, important civic buildings, public squares, uniformity of design, 

and vistas are all common features used by landlords when designing towns and 

villages.  Here the insertion of a small square at the centre of Bailieborough did not 

have the intended impact.   
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 34, Surveyed 1900 

 

The second edition Ordnance Survey map was surveyed in 1900 and illustrates the 

changes to the town in the preceding 55 years since the first edition Ordnance Survey 

map.   

 

The town has grown considerably in size and all the streets are named.  The Main 

Street remains almost unchanged except for the addition of the Masonic Hall at the end 

of the street.  The secondary streets leading off Main Street are named: Thomas Street, 

William Street, Henry Street, Adelaide Row, Church Street, New Road, and Barrack 

Street.  It was unusual in County Cavan that a town of this size had so many secondary 

streets.  The naming of streets give added importance and elevates it from a lane to a 

planned street.   

 

An analysis of the 1911 census reveals the number of houses, shops, hotels, and public 

houses in the town.  The Main Street was a thriving centre of commerce with 39 shops, 

23 public houses, 2 hotels, 1 bank, and 1 post office.  Although only nine buildings on 

Main Street were described as private dwellings it was common for shop owners and 

publicans to live above their premises.   

 

William Street was the town’s second busiest street and had a lodging house, 11 shops, 

2 public houses, and 14 private dwellings.   

 

The map illustrates and names several important civic buildings, namely the court 

house and the market house, both of which survive in Bailieborough.  Also on the map 
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is the Model School, established in 1848 by Sir John Young but closed shortly after 

1885 when catholic children were moved to a catholic school beside the Roman 

Catholic church.   

 

The Union Workhouse is illustrated next to the Model School.  It was built between 

1841-1842 to standard workhouse designs produced by George Wilkinson and 

accommodated 600 inmates.   

 

In the 1911 census there were 72 recorded inmates in the workhouse and 11 staff 

including: the heads of the male and female workhouses, nurses, porters, kitchen staff, 

and teachers.  Majority of inmates were very elderly and described as ‘Decrepit’. By 

1911 many former workhouses were functioning as care homes for the elderly and the 

infirmed.  Most workhouses closed when Ireland gained independence from Britain 

and the Irish Free State Army took over the workhouse in Bailieborough in 1922.  Later 

it was used as a technical school and then as a shoe and boot factory.  The building was 

demolished in the 1970s.   
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4.0 Character Assessment 

 

4.1 Street Pattern 

Bailieborough prospered in the 18th and the early-19th centuries as a thriving market 

town and a centre of commerce, religious activity, and education.   

 

The success of the town can be attributed to the work of Colonel William Young of 

Bailieborough Castle and later his son Sir John Young.  They planned and developed 

the new town with a wide straight Main Street and built important civic and religious 

buildings.   

 

A wide straight street is a distinguishing character of planned towns and villages in 

Ireland.  It gave towns an air of formality and prosperity.  The street facilitated markets 

where traders could sell goods from their carts.  Nowadays the wide streets are used 

for parking cars.   

 

The civic buildings on Main Street are the court house and market house.  They are 

large detached stone buildings set back from the road.  This distinguished them from 

the neighbouring terraces of shops.   

 

There are several smaller planned streets leading off Main Street namely: Barrack 

Street, Thomas Street, Anne Street, and Adelaide Row.  Adelaide Row, formerly 

Adelaide Terrace, was named after Adelaide Annabella Baronness Lisgar, wife of Sir 

John Young.   

 

Most large towns in County Cavan have only one principal street and one or two 

secondary streets or lanes.  Bailieborough is unusual for having several named 

secondary streets.   

 

The presence of secondary streets results in many busy junctions on Main Street, the 

busiest of which is the junction of Main Street and Barrack Street and the junction of 

Main Street and Thomas Street.   

 

In recent years the town has grown further with new housing developments located 

on the fringes of the town and a new commercial area with a large supermarket located 

to the west of Main Street.  
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View towards the Church of Ireland church at the north-western end of  Main Street 

 

 
View towards the Masonic Hall terminating the south-eastern end of Main Street 

 

  
View up Thomas St. towards Main St.                View up Barrack St. towards Main St. and Thomas St. 
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Junction of Main St. and William St.  Courthouse at junction of Main St. and Adelaide 

Row 

  
The O’Reilly buildings and former National Irish Bank, both located opposite each other at the centre 

of Main Street.  These buildings are set back off the street to create a public square.  The public square 

is not large enough to be effective nor are the buildings important enough to command that position.   

 

4.2 Architectural Character 

Bailieborough ACA has a strong 19th century market town character.  The Main Street 

was laid out in the 18th century and was further developed in the 19th century.  

 

The street is lined on both sides by uniform terraces of tall two and three-storey 

Georgian buildings with vertical proportions emphasised by tall narrow windows and 

doors.  

 

The use of a shared building line, similar building proportions, and the same building 

materials give the town uniformity typical of urban architecture of the period.   

 

Main Street accommodates the full array of new public buildings necessary for a 

prosperous town plus houses, shops, places of worship, and public spaces.   

 

The Church of Ireland church, built in 1835, is a notable building in the town and is 

located at the end of Main Street.  Although the church is set back from the road, its tall 

tower and pinnacles can clearly be seen from Main Street and it contributes greatly to 

the historic architectural character of Bailieborough.   
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The court house was built on the east side of Main Street in 1817.  According to Samuel 
Lewis’s account of Bailieborough, dated 1837, the court house was extended and 
improved in 1834 and a bridewell built in the same year.   
 

The court house was an important public building built in a classical architectural 
style.  It is a fine limestone building, slightly set back from the road. 
 

The market house is located at the other end of the street and like the court house it 

was also set back from the road to create a public space at the front.  In the case of the 

market house, this open space was a useful area for traders to gather.  The market 

house was built in 1818, only one year after the construction of the court house; it 

replaced an earlier market house in the town.  The former market house now 

accommodates a public library, thus continuing its function as an important civic 

building.   

 

 

   
View of Main St. toward the Masonic Hall   View of Main St. towards the Church of Ireland church 

 

  
The former court house, now in use as a community hub            The former market house, now in use as a public library 
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The Institute, built by the First and Second Bailieborough Presbyterian Churches for the education of boys in the faith, now in 

use as a Masonic Hall. 

 

4.3 Building Types and Materials 

The 1911 census of Bailieborough records that there were several important buildings 

on Main Street such as: 1 bank, 1 post office, 2 hotels, 39 shops, and 23 public houses.  

Only nine private dwellings were recorded on Main Street.  However, it was common 

that business owners lived above their premises so whilst there were 39 shops and 23 

public houses recorded the majority of these were also private dwellings.   

 

Today, Main Street Bailieborough still retains a vibrant mix of commercial, religious, 

and civic buildings.  Some older buildings have found new uses such as the court house 

which is now a community hub for clubs and societies in the town, the market house 

is now a public library, and the former National Irish Bank building in the centre of 

Main Street is soon to be re-purposed as a new Garda District Headquarters.   

 

Thankfully Bailieborough retains its historic building stock of terraced two and three-

storey buildings on Main Street.  The buildings typically have painted rendered facades 

and pitched slate roofs with brick or rendered chimneystacks.  Many have shopfronts 

and access to the rear sites is via the many carriage arches that punctuate the terraces.   

 

These terraced buildings dating from the 18th and early-19th centuries are typical of 

the period and many retain early features such as timber sash windows and decorative 

door surrounds.  These early features help to strengthen the historic architectural 

character of Bailieborough Main Street ACA.   
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Architectural features in Bailieborough ACA 
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Architecural features in Bailieborough ACA 
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5.0 Existing Designations and Zoning 

The Bailieborough ACA is predominantly located in the core of the town, coloured 

purple on the map.  The north-western end of the ACA is the public/community land, 

coloured orange. 

 

Objective BH014 of the Cavan County Development Plan 2014-2020 proposes to 

produce and publish, subject to resources, character appraisals, and area specific 

policies for each ACA, in order to preserve, protect, and enhance the character of these 

areas.   

 

Objective BH016 proposes to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA or 

proposed ACAs are referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made.   

 

 
 

5.1 Record of Protected Structures 

There are 18 protected structures within Bailieborough ACA: 

 

Church of Ireland church       40303001 

Court house and Bridewell       40303002 

Water hydrant, Adelaide Row      40303004 

Finegans, Main Street       40303005 

O’Reilly Shoes, Main Street       40303006 

Water hydrant, Thomas Street/Main Street    40303008 
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Market house/Library       40303009 

Masonic Hall         40303011 

What Knot (Nikita), Main Street      40303014 

B. O’Reilly, Main Street       40303015 

D. Jameson, Medical Hall, Main Street     40303016 

Bailie Stores, Main Street       40303020 

Sandi Modes, Main Street       40303021 

SuperValu, Main Street       40303022 

Bank of Ireland, Main Street       40303023 

National Irish Bank, Main Street      40303025 

Model School         40303030 

Main Street         40403031 
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6.0 ACA Policies 

In accordance with Part IV, Chapter 11, Section 81 of The Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) it is an objective of Cavan County Council to preserve the 

character of Main Street, Bailieborough as identified in the character assessment in 

this report. 

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the buildings within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.   

 

Policy 1 

It is a policy of the council that all development proposals within the boundaries of the 

ACA will enhance rather than detract from the historic and architectural character and 

settings of the buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 2  

It is a policy of the council to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA are 

referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made. 

 

Policy 3 

 It is a policy of the council to maintain a Record of Protected Structures that may 

include buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 4 

It is a policy of the council that carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure 

located in an ACA shall be exempted development only if those works would not 

materially affect the historic character of an area. 

 

Policy 5 

It is a policy of the council that planning permission will not normally be approved for 

developments that are not consistent with and complementary to the character of the 

ACA. 

 

Policy 6 

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of render from the exterior walls 

of buildings within the ACA.  Where appropriate, reinstatement of render may be 

desirable.  

 

Policy 7  

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of historic shopfronts and to 

encourage good and sympathetic design and quality craftsmanship in the alteration of 

existing shopfronts and installation of new shopfronts.   

 



Bailieborough ACA 24 

Policy 8 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the cut stone doorcases that are a 

feature of the buildings of the Bailieborough ACA.   

 

Policy 9 

It is a policy of the council to protect original and early building fabric and features 

within an ACA including: render, slate roofs, sash window, stone sills, shopfronts, and 

original doors. 

 

Policy 10 

It is a policy of the council to promote the restoration of the ACAs special character by 

encouraging the reinstatement of known original or early features where possible.   

 

Policy 11 

It is a policy of the council to maintain the existing building line and roofline within 

the ACA. 

 

Policy12 

It is a policy of the council to promote best practice conservation in works to protected 

structures and buildings within ACAs and to encourage the use of tradespeople, 

professionals trained in the use of traditional skills, materials, and building techniques. 

 

Policy 13  

It is a policy of the council to protect and retain historic street furniture and surfaces.  

 

Policy 14 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the special character of the public 

domain of an ACA.  Features of the public domain including traffic and parking 

infrastructure, signage, public utilities, street furniture, and street lighting must be 

appropriately designed to enhance and preserve the character of the ACA. 

 

Policy 15 

It is a policy of the council to encourage the removal of redundant signage and to 

control the installation of advertisement structures that detract from the visual quality 

of the public domain.   

 

Policy 16 

It is a policy of the council to encourage rehabilitation and reuse of derelict and vacant 

sites within an ACA. 
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7.0 Development Control in an ACA 

 

The legislation relating to ACAs is contained in Chapter II of Part IV of the Planning 

and Development Act 2000.   

 

Under Section 81 of the Act a statutory obligation has been placed on planning 

authorities to ensure that all development plans include objectives to preserve the 

character of a place, area, group of structures, or townscape that is of special 

architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical 

interest of value.   

 

The main objective of designating an ACA is to preserve the special character of an 

area through controlling and guiding change in the area.   

 

The carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure will require planning 

permission where these works materially affect the character of the area.  Section 4 

(1) (h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 must also be considered when 

assessing proposed development in an ACA as it states the following will be exempted 

development: 

 

‘Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being work which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

Planning permission is required for all works to a protected structure or any element 

of it that contributes to its special interest that would materially affect the character 

of a protected structure.  The owner or occupier of a protected structure may request 

a declaration from the planning authority as to the types of works the authority 

considers would or would not materially affect the character of the protected 

structure.   
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7.1 Guidelines for Works in an ACA 

 

Works that are usually considered exempted development may need planning 

permission within an ACA.  This is to ensure works are in keeping with the character 

of the ACA.   

 

Planning permission for proposed works within an ACA will be granted provided the 

works preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the ACA 

 

It is recommended that homeowners consult with the Planning Section of Cavan 

County Council before starting any works.   

 

In general 

Proposed development must be sympathetic in its design and its use of materials to 

the original building and the ACA area.  Development should allow for the 

reinstatement of features when the original features have been lost.  Demolition of 

structures that contribute to the ACA will require planning permission and must be 

justified.   

 

Roofs  

The roof and chimneystacks are important features of a historic building and can 

reveal a lot of information about the age of the building and its internal floor plan.  It 

is important that when considering repairs to an historic roof that works are carried 

out on a like-for-like basis, using traditional materials and techniques. It is also 

essential that the existing roof profile be retained to preserve the historic character of 

both the individual building and roofscape of the wider street. 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 

• Retention and reinstatement of original roofing materials including slate, 

ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters and downpipes, coping stones, eaves, and 

decorative bargeboards. 

• Replacement of later inappropriate materials or additions to roof.   

 

Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of chimneystacks and chimneypots.  
• Removal of original roof features such as slate, ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters 

and down pipes, coping stones, eaves, and decorative bargeboard.   
• Insertion of roof lights and dormer windows on the front pitch of a roof or 

visible from the public realm. 
• Changes to the roof pitch and ridge height  
• Erection of solar panels, satellite dishes, and communication antennae 

when visible from the public realm.   



Bailieborough ACA 27 

Walls  

Sand and lime mortars and renders allow an old building to ‘breathe’, meaning that 

any water that penetrates the structural fabric can freely evaporate during fine 

weather. Such mortars and renders also allow for slight structural movement, unlike 

modern, cement-based alternatives.   

It is vital that when repointing or carrying out render repairs to historic buildings 

within the ACA that carefully specified traditional lime mortars and renders are used, 

to both preserve the special character of the building and to prevent the trapping of 

water within the walls. 

 

 

Windows 

Within an ACA, the exterior of the historic building should maintain the original 

pattern of fenestration.  Any new openings, that would alter the character of a facade, 

should be avoided. When external joinery has deteriorated, it is important that it is 

repaired, rather than being replaced. Sash windows, with their fine astragal glazing 

bars and early glass should be regularly maintained. Where replacement is deemed 

necessary, faithful handmade replicas must be used. And where early windows have 

been replaced with modern uPVC or aluminium-framed units, their replacement with 

historically appropriate replicas should be considered to restore a building’s 

character. 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Painting of previously painted surfaces. 
• Localised repair and re-pointing of brick facade to match materials used 

and pointing style. 
• Repairs to traditional renders to match materials used, style, and detail of  

the original. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Stripping of render to expose stonework. 
• Chemical cleaning or sandblasting of facades. 
• Wholesale re-pointing of brick facades. 
• Removal and re-application of render or other modern cladding.  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early timber sash or 

casement windows. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of window openings. 
• Removal of original or early windows. 
• Removal of stone sills. 
• Replacement of timber windows with uPVC or aluminium doors. 
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Doors 

Early doors should be regularly maintained and repaired to prevent wood damage. 

Stone sills, stone arch-heads, lintels, doorcases, fanlights, and any other historic 

element should also be retained. 

 

Shopfronts 

Shopfronts, including well-designed modern ones, can make a positive contribution to 

the character and appearance of an ACA.  Planning permission is required for changes 

to shopfronts at any location, however within an ACA it is important that proposed 

changes are in keeping with the policies of the ACA.  Traditional shopfronts should be 

kept and repaired rather than replaced.  New shopfronts and signage should reflect 

traditionally proportioned shopfronts and be in keeping with the age and style of the 

building and the character of the ACA.  Redundant signs should be removed from 

shopfronts. 

 

Railings and Boundary Walls 

Most of the buildings located within the Bailieborough ACA front directly onto the 

public path.  The exceptions to this are the Church of Ireland Church, the former 

National Irish Bank in the centre of the town, and the Masonic Hall.  The Bank of 

Ireland also has a short section of railings at the front of the building.  The railings and 

boundary walls that enclose these front sites are important features of the ACA and 

must be retained and enhanced.   

 

 

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early doors, door cases, and 

surrounds. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of door opening. 
• Removal of original or early doors and associated features such as 

fanlights, surrounds, boot scrapers, or jamb stones.   
• Replacement of timber doors with uPVC or aluminium doors. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Repair and maintenance works to shopfronts. 

 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of original or early timber shopfronts. 
• Erection or installation of new box signs, hanging signs, security cameras 

and other modern features.   
• Installation of new security roller shutters on the exterior of a shopfront. 
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Public Realm 

All works in the public realm should strive to enhance the ACA and not detract from 

the historic character of the area.  Provision of utilities, pedestrian crossings, street 

lighting, traffic management, and parking must reflect the area’s designation as an 

ACA.  Original or early street furniture such as post boxes, street lighting, water pumps, 

and benches and original or early road surfaces such as stone kerbs, steps, or setts 

contribute to the character of the area and should be retained.  Natural features such 

as trees and public art such as sculptures or fountains should enhance the ACA and not 

detract from it or create clutter in the streetscape.  The design and location of new 

additions to the streetscape should be considered carefully.  A rationalization of 

signage and poles would benefit the cluttered streetscape.   

 

 

The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht produced an Advice 

Series (2007-2015) providing guidance on works to historic buildings.  It is an 

invaluable resource to homeowners that should be consulted before beginning 

works to a protected structure or a structure located within an ACA.  The Advice 

Series is available on request in your local library or online at www.chg.gov.ie. 
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• Maintenance works and repair of boundary walls and railings using 
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