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1.0 Introduction 
 

An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as a place, area, group of 

structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose 

character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve.  Bridge Street, Cavan 

Town has been identified as an area that would benefit from designation as an 

Architectural Conservation Area (ACA).   

 

This report includes a map identifying the Bridge Street ACA boundaries and a detailed 

description of the architectural character and special interest of the area.  Policies in 

this report aim to preserve and enhance the special character of the Bridge Street ACA.  

 

It is intended that this ACA report would work in conjunction with the Revitalisation 

Plan (2018) for Cavan Town.   

 
Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777 

Map 46 Dublin to Ballyshannon route featuring Cavan Town 

2.0 Location 
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Bridge Street is located in the historic centre of Cavan Town.  It is a curving narrow 

street that takes its name from the bridge that crosses the Cavan River.  There are two 

and three-storey buildings on both sides of the narrow street.  The height of the 

buildings on this narrow street give an enclosed character to the street, a 

characteristic typical of medieval towns.   

 

Bridge Street leads south-west off Cavan Town’s Main Street, crosses the Cavan River 

and terminates at College Street.  It is crossed by Abbey Street halfway down the street.  

Abbey Street leads to the ruins of the old Abbey in Cavan, an important historic site in 

the town.   

 

 
Boundary Map of proposed ACA 

3.0 Historic Development 
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Cavan town owes its origins to the establishment of a friary in c.1300.  Founded by 

Giolla Íosa Rua O’Reilly, Lord of East Bréfnie, the friary was built in the valley of the 

Cavan River and overlooked by his castle.   

 

The friary was founded for the Franciscans, a mendicant order answerable to the Pope 

who arrived into Ireland in c.1231.  They established their first friary in Dublin and 

from there expanded into urban centres throughout Ireland including Kilkenny, 

Waterford, Wexford, Drogheda, Athlone, Cork, and Limerick.  By the middle of the 14th 

century there were 45 Franciscan friaries in Ireland including St. Mary’s Abbey in 

Cavan.   

 

The Franciscans in Cavan were very dependent on their patron O’Reilly and the 

proximity of the abbey to his castle is testament to that.  Close ties and a strong loyalty 

between the friars and their patron often resulted in them becoming entangled in 

secular politics.   

 

Cavan Town developed around the castle and the friary.  Bridge Street was the primary 

route that linked both buildings.  St. Mary’s Abbey was primarily a place of prayer but 

as was often the case the abbey was also a centre of education, a resting place for 

pilgrims, and a refuge.  The friars had connections with other Franciscan friaries 

throughout Ireland and with their sister houses in Europe.  Friaries of this period were 

typically a collection of structures that were required to support a community of 

people.  This complex of buildings would include a church, dormitories, kitchens, a 

refectory, and an infirmary.   In Cavan Town the abbey also operated a mill on the 

Cavan River.   

 

By the middle of the 15th century, the town was both the seat of the O’Reillys and a 

thriving market town.  The market area was situated at the north-eastern end of 

Bridge Street where it intersects with Main Street today.  A market cross stood here 

until the 1700s.  The widening of the street where Bridge Street and Main Street meet 

is called Market Square and is all that remains of the historically important market 

area today.  

 

However, growth of Cavan town was curtailed during subsequent centuries of 

turbulence and on three occasions between 1429 and 1578, the abbey was attacked 

and destroyed.  

 

In 1603, John Binglie was granted rights to a market at Cavan, sparking economic 

recovery for the locality. In 1610, Cavan became the first Ulster town to be 

incorporated and receive a borough charter – a document that set out a framework for 

economic and political development of the town.  From the early 17th century, the 

market town grew slowly until the Battle of Cavan in 1690.  The battle, which took 
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place during the Williamite Wars, resulted in defeat for the Jacobite forces and the 

destruction of the town’s core once more.  

 

The loss of early buildings during the repeated infractions has meant that Cavan’s 

buildings are predominantly late 18th and 19th centuries in date, although the early 

street pattern has survived.  The historic streets and lanes, which grew around the 

former abbey, are typical of Irish country towns, with curved lines following the routes 

of ancient paths, and are the surviving historic street pattern.  Farnham Street, by 

contrast, was formally designed and laid out by John James Maxwell. Lord Farnham’s 

intention was to gentrify the town. 

 

By the late 18th century the Maxwell family, the county’s largest landowners, had 

acquired most of the town. To improve Cavan’s economic prospects and make a profit 

from their urban property portfolio, they made plans for a new thoroughfare.  Over 

the course of the 19th century, Farnham Street would develop with terraces of 

townhouses, important public buildings, places of worship, and a landscaped park 

where the public could walk. 

 

Samuel Lewis wrote a detailed description of the town in his Topographical Dictionary 

of Ireland dated 1837.  In it he recounts the town was the seat of the O’Reillys and 

describes the establishment of the Abbey in 1300.  It is interesting to note that by the 

time of writing this account in 1837 he recorded there were no remains of the abbey, 

commonly known as Keadue, and that the tithes of the property belonged to the Dean 

of Kilmore.   

 

Lewis gave the following description of Cavan Town in 1837: 

 

 ‘The town is situated on the road from Dublin to Enniskillen, and consists of 

several streets, of which the principal contains some well-built houses; there are 

infantry barracks capable of accommodating six officers and 130 non-commissioned 

officers and privates.  A large garden, handsomely laid out in walks and planted, was 

left by the will of the late Lady Farnham, under certain restrictions, as a promenade 

for the inhabitants.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Historic Photographs  
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Bridge Street Cavan, c.1930 

Courtesy of Cavan Library Service Photographic Collection 

 

 

 
Bridge Street 

April 2019 

 

 

 

3.2 Historic Maps  
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Extract from a map titled ‘A Platt of Cloneyss an Abbey in McDonalds Countrie’ dated 1591 illustrating 

Cavan Town  

The National Archive (British) MPF 1/81 

 

The illustration above is an extract of a larger map showing a route from Dungannon 

in County Tyrone through Clones and Cavan Town, and ending in Ballyshannon in 

County Donegal. The catalogue entry records that it was drawn by John Brown and 

Jean Baptiste with annotations and endorsements by Lord Burdley, a chief advisor of 

Queen Elizabeth I.   

 

This is a wonderfully detailed map of Cavan Town from 1591 illustrating the O’Reilly 

castle on an elevated site overlooking the settlement with two streets intersecting at 

a central market place.  This map illustrates the earliest street pattern in Cavan Town.  

The market cross is prominently located at the centre of the settlement and is 

understood to have survived here until the 1700s.  Bridge Street is clearly identifiable 

as the street running from the bottom of the illustration up towards the market place 

and the castle.  The abbey is located to the left of the street and the bridge and the river 

are illustrated.  The market square was located where present day Bridge Street 

intersects with Main Street.  This was an important place for trade and the centre of 

the town.  
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Map by John Norden, dated 1609 

Extract from a map of the six escheated counties of Ulster  

Public Record Office, London  

 

A later and less detailed map drawn by John Norden dated 1609 illustrates the O’Reilly 

castle on a hilltop with a settlement below.  The largest structure illustrated in the 

town is likely to be the abbey.  The important relationship between the castle and the 

abbey is evident from this map and the route connecting both is present-day Bridge 

Street.   

 

Founded by Giolla Íosa Rua O’Reilly c.1300 and located near his castle on Tullymongan 

Hill, the Abbey was at the centre of the burgeoning town.  Today all that remains on 

the abbey site is a tower from the rebuilt parish church, enclosure walls, and some 

gravestones.  An early decorative carved doorcase is incorporated into the enclosure 

wall.  The abbey remained in use as the parish church and burial ground until the new 

Church of Ireland church on Farnham Street was opened in c.1815.   

 

 



 

Bridge Street, Cavan Town 10 

 
Taylor and Skinner Road Maps of Ireland, 1777 

Map 46 illustrating route from Dublin to Ballyshannon 

 

The Taylor and Skinner map (above and on page three of this report) illustrates Cavan 

Town in 1777.  The map shows the riverside town lying to the south-east of Farnham 

House, the seat of the Earl of Farnham.  Cavan Town is illustrated on the Dublin to 

Ballyshannon route. 

 

The large unnamed structure illustrated in the town is likely to be a church on the 

abbey site.  Cavan Town and the abbey had been attacked, destroyed and rebuilt many 

times during the previous two centuries.  By 1777 the abbey had been rebuilt and was 

in use as a Church of Ireland church.  The dense black lines lining the roads in Cavan 

Town indicate buildings.  The Taylor and Skinner map shows that the majority of 

development is south-east of the Abbey on Bridge Street and Main Street. 
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 20, Surveyed 1835, Published 1836 

 

The Ordnance Survey’s earliest map of Cavan Town was surveyed in 1835 and 

documents the development of the town to that date.  It is interesting to note that none 

of the streets are named.   

 

Lord Farnham’s new street, Farnham Street, is illustrated.  There are a number of new 

prominent civic buildings on the street and a town park has been laid out.  This new 

straight, wide thoroughfare contrasts with the narrow, curving streets of the old part 

of Cavan Town.  Bridge Street is illustrated and connects Main Street with the street 

later named College Street (1868).  The dotted line running down the middle of the 

street and down the river indicates a townland boundary.  The townland north of 

Bridge Street is Abbeyland a name that recalls the history of the area.  Abbey Street 

runs north-west off Bridge Street and leads to the site of the abbey.  The building 

marked ‘Old Ch’ is the remains of the abbey.  This building was used as the Church of 

Ireland church until the new church was opened on Farnham Street in c.1815.  The 

building fell into disrepair and dereliction in the 19th century.   

 

The map indicated that development in the town has moved northwards up Main 

Street and westward towards Barrack Street.  Bridge Street was an important route 

linking the barracks and jail with Main Street. 
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 20, Revised 1882 

 

The second edition Ordnance Survey map of Cavan Town was revised in 1882.  The 

streets are named on this edition of the map.  It is interesting to note that Abbey Street 

is labelled Church Lane.  The 1835 map illustrated an ‘Old Ch’ on the abbey site but by 

1882 there was no structure illustrated on the historically important Abbey site.  

Instead the site is labelled only as ‘Grave Yd’.   

 

Bridge Street ends at College Street, named in 1868 after the Royal School or College.  

River Street is also named on this map.  It appears to be a cul-de-sac that runs south-

east off Bridge Street along the banks of the Cavan River.  This street is now a narrow 

lane that gives access to buildings off Bridge Street and connects with the River Walk 

and the modern continuation of Abbey Street via a new pedestrian bridge.   

 

The former marketplace in Cavan Town was located at the junction of Bridge Street 

and Main Street and the widening of the streets at this junction is the lasting evidence 

of the former marketplace.   
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 20, Revised 1912 

 

The third edition Ordnance Survey map of Cavan Town, revised 1912, does not 

illustrate any significant changes to Bridge Street.  The street is not named on this map 

perhaps indicating that its importance as a street in the town has diminished.   

 

Townhall Street is a new street north of Bridge Street linking Main Street with 

Farnham Street. It was named after the new Town Hall, which was designed by 

William Scott and built between 1907-1910.  The Town Hall was constructed on the 

enclosed park on Farnham Street named Farnham Garden on the earlier Ordnance 

Survey map dated 1882.  This street allowed people and goods to move between 

Farnham Street and Main Street without travelling as far south as Bridge Street.  

Townhall Street must have significantly reduced the traffic on Bridge Street and 

therefore, reduced its importance in the town.   

 

Church Lane, later to be known as Abbey Street, is also not labelled on this map.  The 

site of the Abbey is labelled ‘Grave Yd’ but there are some structures illustrated within 

the boundaries of the graveyard.   
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4.0 Character Assessment 

 

4.1 Street Pattern 

Bridge Street is one of the oldest routes in Cavan Town.  It led from St. Mary’s Abbey 

to the castle of the O’Reillys on Tullymongan Hill on the east side of Main Street.  This 

historic street is a curving, narrow street with two and three-storey tall buildings.  

Integrated carriage-arches and narrow lanes between buildings punctuate the 

building line and give access to the rear sites on Bridge Street.  The street rises 

gradually from the Cavan River towards Main Street to the east and rises towards 

College Street to the west.   

 

Other streets that survive as part of the historic street pattern of the early town are 

Abbey Street, Market Square and the southern end of Main Street. 

 

  
View of the junction of Bridge Street and Main Street  View down the narrow, curving Bridge Street  

                    Formerly the marketplace in the town    towards the Cavan River 

  
        View of the junction of Bridge Street and Abbey Street  View towards bridge on Bridge Street 

 

The street is crossed by Abbey Street to the north-west and a modern continuation of 

Abbey Street off the south-east side of the street forming a busy crossroads at the 

centre of Bridge Street.  The buildings on the corners of this busy crossroads have 

chamfered or rounded corners that allow easier movement for pedestrians around the 

corner buildings, improving visibility for motorists and creating a broader open space 

at the crossroads.   
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River Street is a very narrow lane that runs south-east off Bridge Street and as the 

name suggests runs alongside the banks of the Cavan River.  This lane is a cul-de-sac 

that served as access to the river and riverfront buildings.  River Street is linked by a 

modern pedestrian bridge to the River Walk on the opposite bank of the river.   The 

Lifeforce Mill is located at the end of River Street.  It is believed to stand on or near the 

location of the 14th century mill owned and operated by the friars of St. Mary’s Abbey. 

 

There are wide pedestrian paths at the eastern end of the street at the location of the 

original market place in the town.  These narrow as the street grows narrower and a 

one-way traffic system is in operation.  The street infrastructure has undergone 

improvements in recent years with a new road surface and road markings, new paths, 

bollards, and street lighting.   

 

 

   
Curved corners on buildings at the crossroads where Abbey Street crossed Bridge Street 

 

  
Narrow lanes and integrated carriage-arches punctuate the building line and give access to rear sites 

 

4.2 Architectural Character 
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The tall two and three-storey buildings that line Bridge Street give an enclosed 

character to the narrow street.  Whilst the street is one of the oldest in Cavan Town 

the earlier buildings were destroyed during the Battle of Cavan in 1690 and the 

existing buildings date to the late 18th and 19th centuries.  There are some modern infill 

structures that interrupt the uniformity of the terraces of 19th century buildings and 

detract from the historic character of the street.   

 

Bridge Street was once a busy commercial street with most buildings having a 

shopfront on the ground floor.  With retail activity now centred on Main Street there 

are fewer shops on Bridge Street and many of the shops units are now vacant or in use 

as offices or restaurants.  The high number of projecting business signs on the street 

illustrate the number of businesses operating from Bridge Street.   

 

  
     Mixture of materials and building heights on Bridge Street.                        Projecting business signs on the street.   

 

The road bridge crossing the Cavan River has rubble stone parapets with a simple 

barrel coping stone.  The parapet on the north side of the road is located between two 

buildings whilst the parapet on the south side of the road is partially concealed behind 

ivy.  The eastern end of the parapet turns south to form a wall that runs along the 

riverbank alongside the river walk.  The simple single-arch road bridge is devoid of 

any decorative embellishments and is not a dominant feature in the streetscape of 

Bridge Street, after which it is named.  The river was once an important source of 

energy, powering mills, and providing water.  The Franciscans built a flour mill here 

in the 14th century.  The surviving mill on River Street, known as Greens Mill or the 

Life Force Mill, was built in 1846.   
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Stone parapet of bridge on Bridge Street  

  
                           View of the River Walk in Cavan Town                              View of bridge looking westwards towards College Street 

 

4.3 Building Types and Materials 

The buildings on Bridge Street are predominantly commercial at ground floor level.  

There is a mixture of retail shops, offices, bars, restaurants, and take-aways on the 

street.  As was common throughout towns in Ireland in the past, business owners and 

their families lived above the ground floor shops.  Many of the buildings still have living 

accommodation on the upper floors.   

 

The prevailing building materials on the street are painted rendered facades or 

exposed stone facades with stone sills and dressings.  As is typical throughout Ireland, 

the traditional roof profile within the ACA is either hipped or pitched.  Early roofs were 

weathered with natural slate, lead flashings, and terracotta ridge tiles.  The 

chimneystacks are formed in either brick or rendered stonework.  Other important 

original features include terracotta chimneypots, vents, and cast-iron rainwater 

goods.   

 

Timber was originally used for windows, doors, and shopfronts.  Some early timber 

sash windows survive but most have been replaced with uPVC windows and doors.  

Traditional shopfronts on Bridge Street would have had a large display window and 

entrance door with a fascia painted with the shop name above.  Most original timber 

shopfronts have been replaced by modern timber or uPVC shopfronts, although there 

is one surviving example of a traditional timber shopfront complete with carved 

console brackets on the street.   
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Surviving carved console brackets on shopfront on Bridge Street             Shopfront removed from building on Bridge Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.0  Existing Designations and Zoning 
 
Bridge Street is located in the core of Cavan Town, coloured purple on the map below.  
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Map taken from Cavan Town and Environs Development Plan 2014-2020 

 

5.1 Record of Protected Structures 

There are only 4 protected structures within the Bridge Street ACA: 

Address     RPS Ref. No.   NIAH No.  

3 Bridge Street    56    40000209 

4 Bridge Street    57    40000208 

The Eagle Bar, 30 Bridge Street  58    40000196 

St. Vincent de Paul, 29 Bridge Street 59    40000195 

 

5.2 Record of Monuments and Places (RMP):  

There is only 1 monument located within the boundaries of the ACA.   

CV020-055008 

Bridge 

Townland: Abbeyland 

 

 
 

6.0 ACA Policies 
 

In accordance with Part IV, Chapter 11, Section 81 of The Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) it is an objective of Cavan County Council to preserve the 
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character of Bridge Street, Cavan Town as identified in the character assessment in 

this report. 

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the buildings within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.   

 

Policy 1 

It is a policy of the council that all development proposals within the boundaries of the 

ACA will enhance rather than detract from the historic and architectural character and 

settings of the buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 2  

It is a policy of the council to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA are 

referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made. 

 

Policy 3 

It is a policy of the council to maintain a Record of Protected Structures that may 

include buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 4 

It is a policy of the council that carrying out works to the exterior of a structure located 

in an ACA shall be exempted development only if those works would not materially 

affect the historic character of an area. 

 

Policy 5 

It is a policy of the council that planning permission will not normally be approved for 

developments that are not consistent with and complementary to the character of the 

ACA. 

 

Policy 6 

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of render from the exterior walls 

of buildings within the ACA.  Where appropriate, reinstatement of render may be 

desirable.  

 

Policy 7  

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of historic shopfronts and to 

encourage good and sympathetic design and quality craftsmanship in the alteration of 

existing shopfronts and installation of new shopfronts.   

Policy 8 

It is a policy of the council to protect original and early building fabric and features 

within an ACA including: render, slate roofs, sash window, stone sills, shopfronts, and 

original doors. 
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Policy 9 

It is a policy of the council to promote the restoration of the ACAs special character by 

encouraging the reinstatement of known original or early features where possible.   

 

Policy 10 

It is a policy of the council to maintain the existing building line within the ACA. 

 

Policy11 

It is a policy of the council to promote best practice conservation in works to protected 

structures and buildings within ACAs and to encourage the use of tradespeople, 

professionals trained in the use of traditional skills, materials, and building techniques. 

 

Policy 12 

It is a policy of the council to protect and retain historic street furniture and surfaces.  

 

Policy 13 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the special character of the public 

domain of an ACA.  Features of the public domain including traffic and parking 

infrastructure, signage, public utilities, street furniture, and street lighting must be 

appropriately designed to enhance and preserve the character of the ACA. 

 

Policy 14 

It is a policy of the council to encourage the removal of redundant signage and to 

control the installation of advertisement structures that detract from the visual quality 

of the public domain.   

 

Policy 15 

It is a policy of the council to encourage rehabilitation and reuse of derelict and vacant 

sites within an ACA. 
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7.0  Development Control in an ACA 

 

The legislation relating to ACAs is contained in Chapter II of Part IV of the Planning 

and Development Act 2000.   

 

Under Section 81 of the Act a statutory obligation has been placed on planning 

authorities to ensure that all development plans include objectives to preserve the 

character of a place, area, group of structures, or townscape that is of special 

architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical 

interest of value.   

 

The main objective of designating an ACA is to preserve the special character of an 

area through controlling and guiding change in the area.   

 

The carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure will require planning 

permission where these works materially affect the character of the area.  Section 4 

(1) (h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 must also be considered when 

assessing proposed development in an ACA as it states the following will be exempted 

development: 

 

‘Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being work which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

Planning permission is required for all works to a protected structure or any element 

of it that contributes to its special interest that would materially affect the character 

of a protected structure.  The owner or occupier of a protected structure may request 

a declaration from the planning authority as to the types of works the authority 

considers would or would not materially affect the character of the protected 

structure.   
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7.1 Guidelines for Works in an ACA 

 

Works that are usually considered exempted development may need planning 

permission within an ACA.  This is to ensure works are in keeping with the character 

of the ACA.   

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the buildings within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.  

 

It is recommended that homeowners consult with the Planning Section of Cavan 

County Council before starting any works.   

 

In general 

Proposed development must be sympathetic in its design and its use of materials to 

the original building and the ACA area.  Development should allow for the 

reinstatement of features when the original features have been lost.  Demolition of 

structures that contribute to the ACA will require planning permission and must be 

justified.   

 

Roofs 

The roof and chimneystacks are important features of a historic building and can 

reveal a lot of information about the age of the building and its internal floor plan.  It 

is important when considering repairs to an historic roof works are carried out on a 

like-for-like basis, using traditional materials and techniques. It is also essential the 

existing roof profile be retained to preserve the historic character of both the 

individual building and roofscape of the wider street. 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 

• Retention and reinstatement of original roofing materials including slate, 

ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters and downpipes, coping stones, eaves, and 

decorative bargeboards. 

• Replacement of later inappropriate materials or additions to roof.   

 

Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of chimneystacks and chimneypots.  
• Removal of original roof features such as slate, ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters 

and down pipes, coping stones, eaves, and decorative bargeboard.   
• Insertion of roof lights and dormer windows on the front pitch of a roof or 

visible from the public realm. 
• Changes to the roof pitch and ridge height.  
• Erection of solar panels, satellite dishes, and communication antennae 

when visible from the public realm.   
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Walls  

Sand and lime mortars and renders allow an old building to ‘breathe’, meaning any 

water that penetrates the structural fabric can freely evaporate during fine weather. 

Such mortars and renders also allow for slight structural movement, unlike modern, 

cement-based alternatives. 

It is vital that when repointing or carrying out render repairs to historic buildings 

within the ACA that carefully specified traditional lime mortars and renders are used, 

to both preserve the special character of the building and to prevent the trapping of 

water within the walls. 

 

 

Windows 

Within an ACA, the exterior of the historic building should maintain the original 

pattern of fenestration.  Any new openings that could alter the character of a facade 

should be avoided. When external joinery has deteriorated, it is important that it is 

repaired, rather than replaced. Sash windows, with their fine astragal glazing bars and 

early glass should be regularly maintained. Where replacement is deemed necessary, 

faithful handmade replicas must be used. And where early windows have been 

replaced with modern uPVC or aluminium-framed units, their replacement with 

historically appropriate replicas should be considered to restore a building’s 

character. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Painting of previously painted surfaces. 
• Localised repair and re-pointing of brick facade to match materials used 

and pointing style. 
• Repairs to traditional renders to match original materials and render 

style. 
• Removal of redundant signage from buildings.  
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Stripping of render to expose stonework. 
• Chemical cleaning or sandblasting of facades. 
• Wholesale re-pointing of brick facade. 
• Removal and re-application of render or other modern cladding.  
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Doors 

Early doors should be regularly maintained and repaired to prevent wood damage. 

Stone sills, stone arch-heads, lintels, doorcases, fanlights, and any other historic 

element should also be retained. 

 

Shopfronts 

Shopfronts, including well-designed modern ones, can make a positive contribution to 

the character and appearance of an ACA.  Planning permission is required for changes 

to shopfronts at any location, however within an ACA it is important that proposed 

changes are in keeping with the policies of the ACA.  Traditional shopfronts should be 

kept and repaired rather than replaced.  New shopfronts and signage should reflect 

traditionally proportioned shopfronts and be in keeping with the age and style of the 

building and the character of the ACA.  Redundant signs should be removed from 

shopfronts. 

 

Railings and Boundary Walls 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early timber sash or 

casement windows. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of window openings. 
• Removal of original or early windows. 
• Removal of stone sills. 
• Replacement of timber windows with uPVC or aluminium windows. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early doors, door cases, and 

surrounds. 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Alteration to size of door opening. 
• Removal of original or early doors and associated features such as 

fanlights, surrounds, boot scrapers, or jamb stones.   
• Replacement of timber doors with uPVC or aluminium doors. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Repair and maintenance works to shopfronts. 
• Removal of redundant signs.  

 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of original or early timber shopfronts. 
• Erection or installation of new box signs, hanging signs, security cameras 

and other modern features.   
• Installation of new security roller shutters on the exterior of a shopfront. 
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The buildings located within the Bridge Street ACA front directly onto the public path 

and do not have front sites.  The boundary walls that enclose the side and  rear sites 

are important features of the ACA and must be retained and enhanced.  The gates in 

the integrated carriage arches and side lanes are also important features.   

 

Public Realm 

All works in the public realm should strive to enhance the ACA and not detract from 

the historic character of the area.  Provision of utilities, pedestrian crossings, street 

lighting, traffic management, and parking must reflect the area’s designation as an 

ACA.  Original or early street furniture such as post boxes, street lighting, water pumps, 

and benches and original or early road surfaces such as stone kerbs, steps, or setts 

contribute to the character of the area and should be retained.  Natural features such 

as trees and public art such as sculptures or fountains should enhance the ACA and not 

detract from it or create clutter in the streetscape.  The design and location of new 

additions to the streetscape should be considered carefully.  

 

 

The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht produced an Advice 

Series (2007-2015) providing guidance on works to historic buildings.  It is an 

invaluable resource to homeowners that should be consulted before beginning 

works to a protected structure or a structure located within an ACA.  The Advice 

Series is available on request in your local library or online at www.chg.gov.ie. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the REAR of a building. 
 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 
CCTV at the FRONT of a building. 

• Installation or erection of any new signage. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of boundary walls and railings using 

appropriate materials and techniques. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal, alteration, or replacement of boundary walls, gates, or railings.   
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