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1.0 Introduction 
 

An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as a place, area, group of 

structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose 

character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve.  Butlersbridge ACA has 

been identified as an area that would benefit from designation as an Architectural 

Conservation Area (ACA).   

 

This report includes a map identifying the Butlersbridge ACA boundaries and a 

detailed description of the architectural character and special interest of the area.  

Policies in this report aim to preserve and enhance the special character of the 

Butlersbridge ACA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777 

Route 46 From Dublin to Ballyshannon 
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2.0 Location 

  
Butlersbridge, Droichead an Bhuitléaraigh, is a village located on the banks of the River 

Annalee, 7 km north of Farnham Street in Cavan Town.  A typical one-street village, 

Butlersbridge is best known for its picturesque stone bridge and a beautiful Roman 

Catholic church.  

 

The village was once located on the busy N3 road.  Until the village was bypassed in 

1999, traffic poured over the bridge that gives its name to the village.  It is now a 

peaceful village that attracts visitors from Cavan Town and surrounding area.  

 

Butlersbridge ACA is centred on St Aidan’s church and the beautiful bridge at the 

southern end of Main Street, Butlersbridge. 

 

 

 

 
Butlersbridge ACA location map 
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3.0 Historic Development 
 

Butlersbridge is an important crossing point on the River Annalee on the road between 

Cavan Town and Belturbet.  Historically a strong bridge at Butlersbridge was 

important for the movement of people and goods, and was of crucial strategic 

importance during times of war and insurrection.   

 

The bridge at Butlersbridge dates back to the 19th century and was built by the Board 

of Works.  There are no known records of previous bridges at this crossing but as an 

established route from Cavan Town northwards, there were bridges or fords here for 

thousands of years.   

 

Early settlements were often found at river crossings and excavations undertaken in 

1987. The construction of the N3 bypass of Butlersbridge revealed evidence of early 

occupation.  Pieces of struck flint, flint stone worked into tools or weapons, were 

discovered during excavations and indicated human activity at Butlersbridge in the 

late Mesolithic period (7000-8000 BC).  Evidence of human activity from the Mesolithic 

period, the earliest human activity in Ireland, is typically found near water.  Inland 

waterways and the sea were a consistent source of food and a means of transport by 

boat or dugout canoe and therefore popular places for settlement.   

 

Also revealed during excavations in 1987 was evidence of a water-powered corn mill 

dating back to the 16th century.  Mills were commonly found alongside fast-moving 

water such as the River Annalee.   

 

In the 17th century the land around Butlersbridge had a new owner.  In 1610, James I 

granted Sir Stephen Butler, from Bedfordshire in south-east England, 2,000 acres of 

land in the barony of Upper Loughtee in County Cavan.  This grant of land was part of 

the Ulster Plantation in the early years of the 17th century, which saw English and 

Scottish planters settled on land previously owned by native Irish.   

 

Sir Butler’s grant of land extended south to include the area where the modern village 

of Butlersbridge is found and gave his name to this important bridge on the River 

Annalee.   

 

It would have been crucially important to the success of the Ulster Plantation in this 

area that Sir Butler controlled and protected this bridge.   

 

The parcels of land granted to undertakers or settlers ranged from the smallest grants 

of 500 acres, often given to native Irish who were considered loyal to the crown to 

1,500 acres given to retired soldiers known as ‘servitors’.  The largest grant of 2,000 

acres were given to wealthy Scottish and English men who had the means to settle 

English and Scottish tenants on their land and were known as ‘undertakers’.   
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Sir Butler was a wealthy Englishman who ‘undertook’ to settle his grant of land with 

English or Scottish tenants and to build a strong defensive castle and bawn at 

Belturbet.  The land at Belturbet had previously been under the control of the O’Reilly 

Clan who had a stone castle and associated village settlement at Turbet Island on the 

River Erne at Belturbet.   

 

Belturbet was of strategic importance being on the River Erne, a large river used as a 

transport route into the Upper and Lower Lough Erne.  According to Sir Charles 

Coote’s Statistical Survey of the County of Cavan, dated 1802, Sir Butler was granted 

an additional 384 acres at Belturbet to plant a town to include a church.  Such was its 

importance, Belturbet was developed as a garrison town as early as 1610 and 

remained so until Irish Independence in 1922.   

 

Sir Butler died in 1639 and was succeeded by his eldest son, James Butler of Belturbet.  

The Butler family was a wealthy and powerful family in Cavan with descendants of Sir 

Butler being elected MPs for Cavan in the second half of the 17th century and 

throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.   

 

In his book A Statistical Survey of The County of Cavan published by the Dublin Society 

in 1801, Sir Charles Coote described Butlersbridge as follows: 

 

 ‘The Village of Butler’s-bridge is also in this barony, where there is an oatmeal 

mill and a good osiery, but no nursery; it has not one slated house.  The situation of the 

village is picturesque and engaging, on a pleasant stream, but the cabins give it but a 

mean appearance.’ 

 

An osiery is a plantation of willows.  Willows grow best in wet soil; the flood plains of 

the River Annalee must have made an excellent osiery.  Willows were a useful crop 

used in basket making.   

 

Throughout the 19th century Bultersbridge remained a busy village on the main route 

northwards from Cavan Town.  The village grew and new businesses were established 

here on the Main Street.  The construction of the new Roman Catholic church in 1861 

reflected the prosperity of the village.    
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3.1 Historic Photographs  

 
Harry O’Connell’s house and inn  

James O’Dea Collection, dated 1967, Source: National Library of Ireland ODEA50/11 

 

Postcard from P.J Dunne postcard collection, date unknown 

 

Comparison photograph taken September 2020 
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The Derragarra Inn, formerly known as Harry O’Connell’s House and Inn, is a popular 

and much loved bar and restaurant located within the boundaries of the Butlersbridge 

ACA.  Positioned on the opposite bank of the River Annalee to St Aidan’s church and 

adjacent to the bridge, it contributes to the character of the village. 

 

The Derragarra Inn was thatched in the 1980s and its owners established a folk village 

as a visitor attraction.  Unfortunately, the Derragarra Inn was burnt down in April 

2016 and later rebuilt to match closely to the original structure.   

 

 

 

 
Postcard view of Butlersbridge Village including St Aidan’s church, the bridge, and Derragarra Inn, 

c.1930 
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3.2 Historic Maps 

 

 
Detail of Taylor and Skinners Maps of the Roads of Ireland, 1777 

Page 46 Route From Dublin to Ballyshannon 

 

  

The Taylor and Skinner map above illustrates the village of Butlersbridge in 1777.  The 

bridge at Butlersbridge was an important crossing on the River Annalee.  Interestingly, 

the river is called ‘Ballyhays River’ on this map, after the neighbouring village of 

Ballyhaise.   

 

After Butlersbridge, the road forks.   One road leads to Belturbet and Enniskillen and 

the other road leads to Castle Saunderson and onwards to Newtownbutler in County 

Fermanagh, also named after Sir Butler.   

 

The heavy black lines on either side of the road indicate buildings.  It is clear to see on 

this map that the village is concentrated north of the bridge.  This remains largely the 

case today. 

 

The first edition Ordnance Survey map of the village was surveyed in 1836.  On this 

map we see in greater detail the development of the village.  Again it is evident from 

this map that the village is concentrated north of the bridge.  

 

The village consists of one street with terraces of buildings on either side.  There is a 

corn mill located south-west of the bridge and a short distance north of the village is 

found a school house.   
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It is interesting to note that there is a building illustrated on the site of the present 

Derragarra Inn and that St Aidan’s church has not yet been built.  The site of the church 

is illustrated on this map as part of the river.  There must have been considerable work 

undertaken to reclaim this site and protect it from the river.   

 

 
Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan 

Sheet 20, surveyed 1836 

 

 
Detail of Ordnance Survey map dated 1836 

 

In A Topographic Dictionary of Ireland written by Samuel Lewis and published in 1837, 

only one year after the first edition Ordnance Survey map, Butlersbridge is described 

as follows: 
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‘Butlersbridge, a village, in the parish of Castleterra, barony of Upper Loughtee, 

county of Cavan, and province of Ulster, 3 miles (N.N.W) from Cavan; containing about 

40 houses and 211 inhabitants.  It is pleasantly situated on the river Ballyhaise, and on 

the road from Cavan to Enniskillen, and has a fair on the second Monday in every 

month throughout the year.  Here is a R. C chapel of ease to those at Castleterra and 

Ballyhaise; and a daily post to Cavan and Belturbet has been established.’  
 

 
Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan 

Sheet 15-15, surveyed 1911 
 

 
Detail of Ordnance Survey map dated 1911 

 

The 1911 map illustrates changes to the village in the 75-year interval between the 

1836 survey and the 1911 survey.   
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The most noticeable addition to the village is St Aidan’s Roman Catholic church located 

on the banks of the Annalee River.  Built in 1861, the church was designed by a prolific 

Cavan architect, William Hague Jr and built by his father, William Hague.   

 

Hague Jr was born in Cavan Town, the eldest son of William and Catherine Hague.  He 

studied with London based architect Charles Barry for four years and on returning to 

Ireland set up his own practice in Cavan.  In 1861, the same year work began on St 

Aidan’s church in Butlersbridge. Hague Jr opened an office at 175 Great Brunswick 

Street, modern day Pearse Street.   

 

The church was built on land reclaimed from the river.  A comparison between the 

1836 and 1911 map shows this area was underwater and part of the river in 1836.  

The site was created by the construction of a large retaining stone wall that forms the 

bank of the river.  The area behind the wall was then backfilled to create a raised site 

for the church.   

 

There is no discernible difference between the bridge on the 1836 and the 1911 maps.  

Both maps illustrate the bridge as a wide and straight.  The present bridge dates to 

c.1860 and perhaps was built when the land for the church was reclaimed.  Therefore, 

the bridge illustrated on the 1836 maps is an earlier structure.   

 

There is a building plotted on both maps on the site of the Derragarra Inn.  This 

building was a house and inn and dated pre-1837 but was burnt down in 2016 and 

then rebuilt.   

 

Whilst the Ordnance Survey maps plot the location of buildings, the enumerators 

report on building types produced during the national census of 1901 and 1911 gives 

us more information on what the houses looked like, their use, and who lived in them.   

 

In the 1901 census of Butlersbridge there were 24 buildings listed and only two had a 

slate or tin roofs, the Royal Irish Constabulary Barracks and a public house.  All the 

other buildings in the village had thatched roofs including many two-storey houses on 

Main Street.  This information tells us that thatch was a common roofing material and 

was not only found on small single-storey houses in rural settings as is commonly 

believed.   

 

The 1911 census of Bultersbridge painted a similar picture with only three buildings 

having a slate or tin roof.  There were three public houses and one shop listed in the 

census. 

 

It is interesting to note that the leaseholder on the majority of land in Butlersbridge in 

1901 is listed as Lord Lanesboro.  By 1911 most occupiers of the buildings are listed 
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as the lease holders.  This change reflects the success of the Land Acts in facilitating 

the purchase of holdings by tenants from their landlords.   

 

4.0 Character Assessment 

 
4.1 Street Pattern 

Butlersbridge is a small village comprising one Main Street with new developments on 

the outskirts of the village. 

 

The Butlersbridge ACA is located at the southern end of the village and is centred on 

the bridge crossing the River Annalee and the surrounding riverscape. 

 

The ACA includes St Aidan’s church, a detached house and iron water hydrant (both 

located opposite the church), the Derragarra Inn, and a detached house with stone 

boundary walls neighbouring the Derragarra Inn.   

 

The position of St Aidan’s church on the riverbank and the new terrace at the 

Derragarra Inn with a view of the bridge takes full advantage of their beautiful setting 

and draws a focus to the river.   

 

 
View of the bridge at the southern end of Butlersbridge village 
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View of St Aidan’s church and road leading towards the bridge 

 

 
View of the bridge and neighbouring Derragarra Inn taken from the grounds of St Aidan’s church 

 

4.2 Architectural Character 

Butlersbridge has a rural village character typical of many villages in the county.  

However, the Butlersbridge ACA has a more formal 19th century character thanks to 

the high quality of the architecture and the grouping of important structures at the 

southern end of the village.  Their location beside the River Annalee and bridge draws 

focus on the river and create a distinctive riverscape.  

 

Two important 19th century structures, St Aidan’s church and the bridge over the River 

Annalee, contribute greatly to the architectural character of Butlersbridge ACA.  They 

are the two finest structures in the village and together with a small number of 

neighbouring structures, form Butlersbridge ACA.   
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4.3 Building Types and Materials 

St Aidan’s church was built in 1861-1863 and designed by William Hague Jr a local 

architect from Cavan Town.  His grandfather, also William Hague was from Plush, near 

Butlersbridge. St Aidan’s church was one of the architect’s earliest commissions.  He 

became a prolific architect of Roman Catholic churches and his works are found all 

over Ireland.   

 

The small church is beautifully designed and located in a very picturesque setting on 

the banks of the River Annalee.   

 

The early Pointed Gothic style church is enlivened by the use of a mixture of light and 

darker coloured limestone in the walls.  The decorative architectural features 

including the tracery, recessed entrances, and the belfry in a diminutive spire all add 

to the playfulness of the design and decorative nature of this church.  As an early 

church commission for Hague it would have been a showpiece for his design talents.   

  
St Aidan’s church in Butlersbridge, County Cavan 

 

The bridge at Butlersbridge was an important crossing point on the River Annalee on 

the road from Cavan to Belturbet and northwards.  The present bridge dates back to 

c.1860 and was likely constructed by the Board of Works.   

 

The Board of Works was established in 1831 and amongst its many responsibilities 

was inland navigation and drainage schemes on Ireland’s major rivers.  As part of this 

work the Board constructed bridges and improved waterways.   

 

The five-arch road bridge has a wide platform with a tarmacadam surface and a 

pedestrian path.  The arch-rings were constructed using dressed limestone voussoirs 

and the spandrel walls are coursed rubble limestone.   

 

There are v-cutwaters on both sides of the bridge that support bullnose piers with 

rounded capstones.  The parapet walls have large limestone capstones with a slight 

curve on the top to allow rainwater run-off.  The four end piers on the bridge are large 

square-profile piers with pyramidal capstones.   
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The stone retaining walls of the riverbanks on the northern side of the bridge (upriver) 

complements the bridge.  There are wonderful views of the bridge from both the lawns 

surrounding the church and the new terrace at the Derragarra Inn.   

 

  
 

  
 

This bridge is an elegantly designed structure and combined with St Aidan’s church 

lends a formality to the Butlersbridge ACA.   
 

  
 

The popular Derragarra Inn (above) is located beside the bridge and on the opposite 

bank to St Aidan’s church.  The original building is illustrated on the 1837 Ordnance 

Survey map and is a long established public house in the village.   

 

Unfortunately, there was a serious fire in the building in 2016.  The owners 

sympathetically reconstructed the original building and in doing so have helped to 
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retain the historic character of the village.  The recent addition of an outdoor terrace 

overlooking the river has enhanced the building and draws a new focus to the 

riverscape.  
 

  
A symmetrically proportioned detached house is located opposite St Aidan’s church 

and adjacent to the river and bridge.  A house of this size and at this location is 

illustrated on both the 1836 and 1911 Ordnance Survey maps.  This suggests the house 

pre-dates the church opposite to it.   

 

The house is set back off the road and behind a boundary wall.  The two-storey house 

has a pitched slate roof with redbrick chimneystacks and rendered walls with 

decorative quoins.  The segmental-headed door opening is an architectural feature 

typical of fashionable houses of the 18th and 19th centuries. The house is beautifully 

maintained and is a fitting addition to the ACA.   

 

A large cast-iron water hydrant is found beside the northern end of the bridge and 

close to the banks of the river.  The water hydrant is larger than pumps and hydrants 

typically found in villages and towns in Ireland.  It is set within an enclosure of three 

painted walls with a narrow pedestrian gate giving access to the riverbank.   

 

This small grouping of 18th and 19th century structures and features all contribute to 

a distinctly historic riverscape in the village of Butlersbridge.   

 

5.0 Existing Designations and Zoning 
 

Butlersbridge was identified as being a Tier Five (village) on the settlement 

framework.   

 

Tier five villages have a population of fewer than 300 and a limited mix of retail 

services, social, and educational services.  Butlersbridge has a growing population and 

is a popular village owing to its village character and proximity to Cavan Town.  

 

5.1 Record of Protected Structures 

There are 2 protected structures within Butlersbridge ACA: 
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St Aidan’s church        CV15020/40401518 

Bridge         CV15019/40401517 

 

6.0 ACA Policies 
 

In accordance with Part IV, Chapter 11, Section 81 of The Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) it is an objective of Cavan County Council to preserve the 

character of Butlersbridge ACA as identified in the character assessment in this report. 

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the structures within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.   

 

Policy 1 

It is a policy of the council that all development proposals within the boundaries of the 

ACA will enhance rather than detract from the historic and architectural character and 

settings of the buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 2  

It is a policy of the council to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA are 

referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made. 

 

Policy 3 

It is a policy of the council to maintain a Record of Protected Structures that may 

include buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 4 

It is a policy of the council that carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure 

located in an ACA shall be exempted development only if those works would not 

materially affect the historic character of an area. 

 

Policy 5 

It is a policy of the council that planning permission will not normally be approved for 

developments that are not consistent with and complementary to the character of the 

ACA. 

 

Policy 6 

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of render from the exterior walls 

of buildings within the ACA.  Where appropriate, reinstatement of render may be 

desirable.  

 

Policy 7 
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It is a policy of the council to protect original and early building fabric and features 

within an ACA including render, slate roofs, sash window, stone sills, street furniture, 

shopfronts, and original doors. 

 

Policy 8 

It is a policy of the council to promote the restoration of the ACAs special character by 

encouraging the reinstatement of known original or early features where possible.   

 

Policy 9 

It is a policy of the council to promote best practice conservation in works to protected 

structures and buildings within ACAs and to encourage the use of tradespeople, 

professionals trained in the use of traditional skills, materials, and building techniques. 

 

Policy 10 

It is a policy of the council to protect and retain historic street furniture and surfaces.  

 

Policy 11 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the special character of the public 

domain of an ACA.  Features of the public domain including traffic and parking 

infrastructure, signage, public utilities, street furniture, and street lighting must be 

appropriately designed to enhance and preserve the character of the ACA. 

 

Policy 12 

It is a policy of the council to encourage the removal of redundant signage and to 

control the installation of advertisement structures that detract from the visual quality 

of the public domain.   

 

Policy 13 

It is a policy of the council to encourage rehabilitation and reuse of derelict and vacant 

sites within an ACA. 
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7.0  Development Control in an ACA 
 

The legislation relating to ACAs is contained in Chapter II of Part IV of the Planning 

and Development Act 2000.   

 

Under Section 81 of the Act a statutory obligation has been placed on planning 

authorities to ensure that all development plans include objectives to preserve the 

character of a place, area, group of structures or townscape that is of special 

architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest of value.   

 

The main objective of designating an ACA is to preserve the special character of an 

area through controlling and guiding change in the area.   

 

The carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure will require planning 

permission where these works materially affect the character of the area.  Section 4 

(1) (h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 must also be considered when 

assessing proposed development in an ACA as it states the following will be exempted 

development: 

 

‘Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being work which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

Planning permission is required for all works to a protected structure or any element 

of it that contributes to its special interest that would materially affect the character 

of a protected structure.  The owner or occupier of a protected structure may request 

a declaration from the planning authority as to the types of works the authority 

considers would or would not materially affect the character of the protected 

structure.   
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7.1 Guidelines for works in an ACA 

Works that are usually considered exempted development may need planning 

permission within an ACA.  This is to ensure works are in keeping with the character 

of the ACA.   

 

Planning permission for proposed works within an ACA will be granted provided the 

works preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the ACA 

 

It is recommended that homeowners consult with the Planning Section of Cavan 

County Council before starting any works.   

 

In general 

Proposed development must be sympathetic in its design and its use of materials to 

the original building and the ACA area. Development should allow for the 

reinstatement of features when the original features have been lost. Demolition of 

structures that contribute to the ACA will require planning permission and must be 

justified.   

 

Roofs  

The roof and chimneystacks are important features of a historic building and can 

reveal a lot of information about the age of the building and its internal floor plan.  It 

is important that when considering repairs to an historic roof that works are carried 

out on a like-for-like basis, using traditional materials and techniques. It is also 

essential that the existing roof profile be retained to preserve the historic character of 

both the individual building and roofscape of the wider street. 

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 

• Retention and reinstatement of original roofing materials including slate, 

ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters and downpipes, coping stones, eaves, and 

decorative bargeboards. 

• Replacement of later inappropriate materials or additions to roof.   

 

Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of chimneystacks and chimneypots.  
• Removal of original roof features such as slate, ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters 

and down pipes, coping stones, eaves, and decorative bargeboard.   
• Insertion of roof lights and dormer windows on the front pitch of a roof or 

visible from the public realm. 
• Changes to the roof pitch and ridge height  
• Erection of solar panels, satellite dishes, and communication antennae 

when visible from the public realm.   
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Walls  

Sand and lime mortars and renders allow an old building to ‘breathe’, meaning that 

any water that penetrates the structural fabric can freely evaporate during fine 

weather. Such mortars and renders also allow for slight structural movement, unlike 

modern, cement-based alternatives.   

It is vital that when repointing or carrying out render repairs to historic buildings 

within the ACA that carefully specified traditional lime mortars and renders are used, 

to both preserve the special character of the building and to prevent the trapping of 

water within the walls. 

 

 

Windows 

Within an ACA, the exterior of the historic building should maintain the original 

pattern of fenestration.  Any new openings, that would alter the character of a facade, 

should be avoided. When external joinery has deteriorated, it is important that it is 

repaired, rather than being replaced. Sash windows, with their fine astragal glazing 

bars and early glass should be regularly maintained. Where replacement is deemed 

necessary, faithful handmade replicas must be used. And where early windows have 

been replaced with modern uPVC or aluminium-framed units, their replacement with 

historically appropriate replicas should be considered to restore a building’s 

character. 

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Painting of previously painted surfaces. 
• Localised repair and re-pointing of brick facade to match materials used 

and pointing style. 
• Repairs to traditional renders to match materials used, style, and detail of  

the original. 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Stripping of render to expose stonework. 
• Chemical cleaning or sandblasting of facades. 
• Wholesale re-pointing of brick facades. 
• Removal and re-application of render or other modern cladding.  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early timber sash or 

casement windows. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of window openings. 
• Removal of original or early windows. 
• Removal of stone sills. 
• Replacement of timber windows with uPVC or aluminium doors. 



Butlersbridge ACA 23 

Doors 

Early doors should be regularly maintained and repaired to prevent wood damage. 

Stone sills, stone arch-heads, lintels, doorcases, fanlights, and any other historic 

element should also be retained. 

 

Shopfronts 

Shopfronts, including well-designed modern ones, can make a positive contribution to 

the character and appearance of an ACA.  Planning permission is required for changes 

to shopfronts at any location, however within an ACA it is important that proposed 

changes are in keeping with the policies of the ACA.  Traditional shopfronts should be 

kept and repaired rather than replaced.  New shopfronts and signage should reflect 

traditionally proportioned shopfronts and be in keeping with the age and style of the 

building and the character of the ACA.  Redundant signs should be removed from 

shopfronts. 

 

Railings and Boundary Walls 

The railings and walls that form the boundaries of the buildings within the ACA make 

an important contribution to their setting and the character of the area and must be 

retained and enhanced.   

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of boundary walls and railings using 

appropriate materials and techniques. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal, alteration, or replacement of boundary walls, gates, or railings.   

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early doors, door cases, and 

surrounds. 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Alteration to size of door opening. 
• Removal of original or early doors and associated features such as 

fanlights, surrounds, boot scrapers, or jamb stones.   
• Replacement of timber doors with uPVC or aluminium doors. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Repair and maintenance works to shopfronts. 

 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal of original or early timber shopfronts. 
• Erection or installation of new box signs, hanging signs, security cameras 

and other modern features.   
• Installation of new security roller shutters on the exterior of a shopfront. 
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Public Realm 

All works in the public realm should strive to enhance the ACA and not detract from 

the historic character of the area.  Provision of utilities, pedestrian crossings, street 

lighting, traffic management, and parking must reflect the area’s designation as an 

ACA.  Original or early street furniture such as post boxes, street lighting, water pumps, 

and benches and original or early road surfaces such as stone kerbs, steps, or setts 

contribute to the character of the area and should be retained.  Natural features such 

as trees and public art such as sculptures or fountains should enhance the ACA and not 

detract from it or create clutter in the streetscape.  The design and location of new 

additions to the streetscape should be considered carefully.  A rationalization of 

signage and poles would benefit the cluttered streetscape.   

 

 

The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht produced an Advice 

Series (2007-2015) providing guidance on works to historic buildings.  It is an 

invaluable resource to homeowners that should be consulted before beginning 

works to a protected structure or a structure located within an ACA.  The Advice 

Series is available on request in your local library or online at www.chg.gov.ie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the REAR of a building . 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 
CCTV at the FRONT of a building 

• Installation or erection of any new signage. 
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