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1.0 Introduction 
 

An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as a place, area, group of 

structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose 

character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve.  Redhills has been 

identified as an area that would benefit from designation as an Architectural 

Conservation Area (ACA).   

 

This report includes a map identifying the Redhills ACA boundary and a detailed 

description of the architectural character and special interest of the area.  Policies in 

this report aim to preserve and enhance the special character of the Redhills ACA.  

 

 

 
Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777 

Map 268 Route from Cavan to Clones through Redhills 
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2.0 Location  

 
Redhills is a small village in north-east Cavan, close to the boarder with County 
Monaghan.  The village is arranged around a central green and lies just outside the 
estate walls of the Redhills House, formerly the estate of the Whyte-Venables family.   
 
The Fair Green is at the centre of the Redhills ACA.   
 
 

 
Redhills ACA location map 
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3.0 Historic Development 
 
Redhills is a small estate village located outside the estate walls of Redhills House.  Its 
name is due to the high iron content of the soil which gives the soil a distinct red hue. 
 
The Redhills estate was awarded to Francis Whyte in the 17th century.  He was Chief 
Secretary to Sir Oliver St. John, Lord Deputy of Ireland from 1616-1622, and had come 
to Ireland from Toddington in Bedfordshire to serve the Crown. 
 
His loyalty and service earned him a grant of land in County Cavan.  The Books of 
Survey and Distribution records all landowners and the townlands they owned in 
Ireland from 1641-1670.  Francis Whyte died in 1622 but his son Thomas Whyte was 
recorded to own 2,639 acres in the Parish of Annagh in the barony of Tullygarvey.  This 
is where Redhills House, seat of the Whyte family was built.   
 
In the mid-19th century there were no male heirs to the estates and they passed down 
through relatives by marriage to Mrs. Georgina Venables, wife of Rev. E.B. Venables.  
The Venables were required to keep the Whyte name and the family became known 
as the Whyte-Venables in 1847.   
 
The family built a house on the estate on an unknown date.  The house was 
requisitioned and used as a British army barracks during the Irish War of 
Independence.  Eventually, the house was targeted and burned on 28 June 1923 during 
the Civil War.  The remaining structures including the estate walls, gates, lodges, and 
entrance gates all date to the late-18th and 19th centuries.   
 
The Whyte-Venables played an important role in the county and local community.  The 
family was a large landowner in County Cavan and patron of the local church in 
Killoughter.  The new parish of Killoughter was created in 1813 and a new church was 
built close to Redhills.  Francis Whyte-Venables was appointed first churchwarden of 
the new parish in 1813.   
 
The village of Redhills is 19th century in character but there was likely a settlement 
here to support the Whyte estate from at least the early-18th century.  Unlike other 
large landowners in County Cavan the Whyte-Venables did not develop a town plan 
for Redhills.  It remained a small village while other villages were formally laid-out 
with a wide main street such as Kingscourt, Cootehill, Bailieborough and Belturbet.   
 
In Samuel Lewis’s  Topographic Dictionary of Ireland (1837) Redhills is described as 
follows:  
 
 ‘Redhills, a village, in that part of the parish of Annagh which is in the barony of 
Tullaghgarvey, county of Cavan, and province of Ulster, 2 miles (N.E) from Belturbet, 
on the road to Ballyhaise: the population is returned with the parish.  It takes its name 
from the peculiarly red colour of the soil, which arises from it being strongly 
impregnated with iron; the roads near it are all of a deep red colour.  Here is a R.C 
chapel belonging to the district of Annagh East, or Killoughter.’ 
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Iron was mined in Redhills from the late-18th century.  Iron smelting required a huge 
amount of fuel in the form of charcoal which resulted in many ancient native forests 
being cut down.  A working iron mine operated by the Redhills Mining Company was 
in production here until 1972.   
 
The arrival of the railway to Redhills in 1873 as a stop on the Great Northern Railways 
Cavan to Clones line connected this small village with larger towns and cities.  Once in 
Clones passengers and goods could continue further to Belfast or Dublin.  The arrival 
of the railway was a hugely significant social change for the village and helped the iron 
mined here to reach larger markets more easily.  With the development of a wider road 
network and increased availability of cars the Cavan to Clones line closed to 
passengers in November 1957 and to goods in June 1958.   
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3.1 Historic Photographs  

 

 
Redhills c.1913, Courtesy of PJ Dunne Postcard Collection 

Johnston Central Library 

 

 
Photo taken 9 April 2019 
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3.2 Historic Maps  
The Taylor and Skinner map on page two of this report illustrates Redhills in 1777.  

The map illustrates a large house named ‘Red hill Whyte Esq.’ There is no indication 

of a village or settlement of any size here. The neighbouring village of Ballyhaise is 

illustrated with thick back lines lining the road to indicate buildings.  There are no such 

lines on the Redhills map.  However there was probably a small settlement here at this 

time.   
 

 
Taylor and Skinner Road Maps of Ireland, 1777 

Detail from page 268 illustrating route from Cavan to Clones 

 

 

Heavy black lines at ‘Ballyhays’ indicate buildings on both sides of the street  
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 12, Surveyed 1836, Published 1836 

 

The first edition Ordnance Survey map of Redhills was surveyed and published in 

1836.  This map illustrates part of the Redhills Estate complete with the ruins of the 

earlier houses, a fish pond, and pathways throughout the demesne.   

 

The distinctive triangular green is illustrated in the village and the terrace of building 

on the west side of the green is complete.  There is a building on the south-east side of 

the green in the location of the former Constabulary Barracks and two buildings on 

the north side of the green, obscured somewhat on this map by the red line demarking 

the townland boundary.  Redhills has the appearance of a small rural village 

dependent on the demesne outside whose walls it lays and on the road between two 

larger towns: Belturbet and Ballyhaise.   

 

The second edition Ordnance Survey map was surveyed in 1878 and published in 

1879.  This map illustrates the many changes that happened in Redhills in the middle 

of the 19th century.   

 

The arrival of the Great Northern Railway to County Cavan had a big impact on the 

social and economic life of the county.  In 1873 Redhills benefited from having a small 

station located just to the north of the village on the Belturbet Road.  The original road 

was diverted slightly at the northern end of the green and raised up on an 

embankment.  A new bridge carried the road over the railway line.  At Redhills there 
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was a small station house and a signal house and the line ran from Cavan Town to 

Clones. 

   

The terrace on the western side of the green is illustrated and the building on the 

south-eastern side of the green is now labelled Constabulary Barracks.  A building that 

also appears on the first edition map located on the northern side of the green is 

labelled Post Office.  The corner-sited building on the northern side of the green, now 

in use as a shop and public house, appears on this map for the first time. 

 

A house located at the north-west corner of the green and set back off the road has a 

rural farmhouse appearance.  It is interesting to note that this structure is illustrated 

on both the first edition and second edition Ordnance Survey maps.  On the first edition 

map it is illustrated fronting directly onto the Redhills to Belturbet Road.  However 

when that road was diverted to facilitate the new railway this house lost its direct 

access onto the road.  The building survives but is no longer in use.   

 

The green at the centre of the village is labelled Fair Green.  Its distinctive shape 

remains but the north-west corner of the green was cut to facilitate the diversion of 

the road to Belturbet over the new railway tracks.   

 

Larger towns and villages held regular fairs which were important places of business 

in the 18th century.  They had market houses where they traded in flax, livestock, and 

crops amongst other things.  Smaller villages such as Redhills often had Fair Greens.  

Redhills held a Gooseberry Fair on the Fair Green every July.   

 

 
Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 12 & 16, Revised 1878 
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan 

Sheet 12 & 16, Revised 1878 

 

 

By 1878 the village was developing south of the Fair Green and along the estate walls 

of Redhills House.  There are new buildings fronting onto the road and to the rear of 

the buildings is a Corn Mill.  Within the estate there is a new garden formally laid out 

and located next to the ruins of the earlier Redhills House.  It is interesting to note that 

these ruins are described as ‘Castle (in ruins).’  Whilst little is known about the original 

house it was probably a fortified house built of stone dating to the 17th century.  It was 

abandoned in the early-19th century and a new house was constructed north-east of 

the original house.  This house was set on fire and  destroyed in June 1923 during the 

civil war in Ireland.   
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4.0 Character Assessment 
 

4.1 Street Pattern 

Redhills is a small village located outside the boundary walls of Redhills House.  The 

village is arranged around a Fair Green.  The Fair Green is triangular in shape with a 

road running around its perimeter.   

 

There is a terrace of houses on the western side of the green. On the northern side of 

the green, on the corner where the road to Belturbet passes, is located the only shop 

in Redhills.  Next to this shop is a mechanic’s garage and a private detached house.  On 

the southern side of the green is a tall stone boundary wall of the Redhills estate.  A 

derelict two-storey building located just outside the walls was formerly the 

Constabulary Barracks.  A new playground for children is also located on the southern 

side of the Fair Green next to the former Constabulary Barracks.  The eastern end of 

the Fair Green tappers into a point where two roads converge.   

 

The first and second edition Ordnance Survey maps of the Fair Green illustrate it as a 

triangular area that narrows into a sharp point on the eastern end.  The eastern side 

of the green has been cut short by a new road with the remaining ‘point’ of the triangle 

acting as a traffic island.  On the northern side of the Fair Green a small area of the 

green has been taken and is used for parking cars.  

 

 
View of the Fair Green taken from the south-west corner 
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View of the terrace of houses on the western side of the Fair Green  

New public parking provide on the northern side of the green.  

 

 
The water pump located on the Fair Green 

 

 
View of the former Constabulary Barracks on the south-western side of the Fair Green 

Public benches, bins and planters located along southern side of green  
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View from the north-eastern end of the Fair Green looking towards the terrace of houses. 

The road was cut through the Fair Green leaving the remaining triangular section to act as a traffic 

island.   

 

4.2 Architectural Character 

The lands at Redhills were granted to the Whyte family in the 17th century who built a 

castle or fortified house on an unknown date.  There was probably a settlement at 

Redhills to support the Whyte’s house from the late-17th century.  The village today 

however is 19th century in character.   

 

Unusually for estate villages there are no public buildings or churches in the village 

and only two commercial premises.  The buildings are predominantly private homes, 

dating to the 19th century with modern 20th century houses built on the northern side 

of the green, the north-eastern end of the green, and along the road leading to the 

principal entrance to the Redhills Estate.   

 

The terrace of private homes on the western side of the Fair Green is the most 

complete area of development in the village.  The houses are two-storey, without a 

basement, and front directly onto the street.  They  all have pitched roofs and rendered 

front elevation walls.  Although the houses were constructed at different times the 

shared building line and similarities in roof heights and use of materials lends 

uniformity to the terrace.  At the northern end of the terrace, set back from the 

roadside is a two-storey stone farmhouse.  This house is rural in its character and 

appearance and contrasts with the neighbouring terrace of houses that have a more 

urban character.   

 

The tall stone estate walls of Redhills Demesne are a dominant feature in the village.  

The wall runs along the south-eastern side of the Fair Green where there is a two-

storey building in a derelict condition.  This is the former Constabulary Barracks and 

is named on the second edition of the Ordnance Survey map of the village dated 1878.  
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The former Constabulary Barracks and adjoining outbuilding do not have the 

appearance of a public building.  Its rendered walls, pitched slate roof, and small 

windows lend a domestic character to the former barracks.  It stands alone against the 

estate walls with a backdrop of mature trees and retains a rural village architectural 

quality. 

 

On the northern side of the Fair Green there is a tall four-bay two-storey commercial 

building.  This corner-sited building is dominant on the streetscape as it forms the 

north-west corner of the green.  This building accommodates the local shop and café 

with a public house operating from buildings extending at the rear.   

 

Redhills has a rural village architectural character that is less formal than some larger 

villages and towns in County Cavan.  Many landlords in Cavan devised plans based on 

popular town planning ideas in the 18th century with wide straight streets, planned 

open spaces, uniformity, and prominently positioned public buildings.  Redhills is not 

a planned village and the Fair Green developed organically from the earliest 

settlement here in the 17th century.  The Fair Green was not formally laid out and as 

the photograph on page seven illustrates it was never planted, enclosed, or defined by 

a wall or kerbing.   

 

 
View of terrace on western side of Fair Green 
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View of terrace on western side of Fair Green 

 

 
View of north-west corner of Fair Green 

End of terrace and view of two-storey farmhouse with outbuilding 

 

 
House set back from the road at the north-west corner of Fair Green 
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Shop and neighbouring garage on the northern side of the fair Green 

Extra parking provided on northern side of green with parking bollards 

 

 
View of side elevation of shop.  Rear building accommodates a public house  

 

4.3 Building Types and Materials 

The prevailing building type in Redhills is a 19th century two-storey rendered house 

with a rural village character.    

 

Redhills did have some industry in the past with a local iron mine being worked until 

1972.  Redhills Railway Station, located just outside the village gave Redhills access to 

larger urban centres.  However, the village remained small and rural in character. 

 

Developing organically from a small 17th century settlement that supported the 

Whyte’s stronghold, Redhills grew along the estate walls of the Whyte’s land and 

around the Fair Green.   

 

There is one terrace of houses on the western side of the Fair Green and detached 

houses and businesses on the remaining sides of the Fair Green. 
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Facades/Walls 

The front facades of the buildings fronting onto the Fair Green are finished with a 

painted smooth render.  Slight variations occur where ruled-and-lined detail has been 

applied to the render or the facade has been embellished with decorative stucco 

details such as quoins or architrave surrounds to window openings.  

 

Doors and Windows 

Door and windows openings are predominantly square-headed openings.  Pitched 

door canopies have been added to doors on two houses on the terrace.  Painted sills, 

replacement timber, and uPVC windows and doors are common in the village.   

 

Roofs 

The roofs on the buildings in Redhills are predominantly single-span pitched roofs 

with a natural slate or imitation slate covering and with rendered or redbrick 

chimneystacks.  The shop on the north-west corner of the Fair Green has modern roof 

lights on the front pitch of the roof and three large machine-cut stepped redbrick 

chimneystacks.   

 

The photograph on page seven illustrates the terrace in Redhills dating to the 

beginning of the 20th century.  It is interesting to note the high number of thatched 

structures photographed in the terrace.  The 1911 census of Redhills Town records 

just 26 buildings.  Eleven of the structures were recorded to have thatched, wood, or 

other perishable materials on their roofs and eleven were recorded as having slate, 

iron, or tiles on their roofs.  Four uninhabited buildings: a church, a railway station, a 

creamery, and a house did not have their roof materials recorded.    

 

There were two shops recorded in the town and three public houses with the 

remainder of the buildings being private dwellings and public buildings.  The public 

buildings listed in Redhills Town were Royal Irish Constabulary Barracks, a church, a 

creamery and a railway station.  Most of the private dwellings had at least one 

outbuilding recorded including: 13 Fowl Houses, 9 Stables and 7 Piggeries.   

 

The 1911 census recorded that Sergeant John Gorman lived at the barracks with his 

wife and their six children.  Two other Constables also lived at the barracks.  The 

former barracks survives in a poor condition on the southern side of the Fair Green.   
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5.0  Existing Designations and Zoning 
 

Redhills is listed as a Tier Six Small Village in the Cavan County Development Plan 

2014-2020.   
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5.1 Record of Protected Structures 

Only two protected structures are in the proposed ACA:  

Address     RPS Ref. No.   NIAH No.  

Demesne Walls    CV16002   N/A 

4 Redhills     CV16003   N/A 
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6.0 ACA Policies 

 
In accordance with Part IV, Chapter 11, Section 81 of The Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) it is an objective of Cavan County Council to preserve the 

character of the village of Redhills as identified in the character assessment in this 

report. 

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the buildings within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.   

 

Policy 1 

It is a policy of the council that all development proposals within the boundaries of the 

ACA will enhance rather than detract from the historic and architectural character and 

settings of the buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 2  

It is a policy of the council to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA are 

referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made. 

 

Policy 3 

It is a policy of the council to maintain a Record of Protected Structures that may 

include buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 4 

It is a policy of the council that carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure 

located in an ACA shall be exempted development only if those works would not 

materially affect the historic character of an area. 

 

Policy 5 

It is a policy of the council that planning permission will not normally be approved for 

developments that are not consistent with and complementary to the character of the 

ACA. 

 

Policy 6 

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of render from the exterior walls 

of buildings within the ACA.  Where appropriate, reinstatement of render may be 

desirable.  
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Policy 7  

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of historic shopfronts and to 

encourage good and sympathetic design and quality craftsmanship in the alteration of 

existing shopfronts and installation of new shopfronts.   

 

Policy 8 

It is a policy of the council to protect original and early building fabric and features 

within an ACA including render, slate roofs, sash window, stone sills, shopfronts, and 

original doors. 

 

Policy 9 

It is a policy of the council to promote the restoration of the ACAs special character by 

encouraging the reinstatement of known original or early features where possible.   

 

Policy 10 

It is a policy of the council to maintain the existing building line within the ACA. 

 

Policy11 

It is a policy of the council to promote best practice conservation in works to protected 

structures and buildings within ACAs and to encourage the use of tradespeople, 

professionals trained in the use of traditional skills, materials, and building techniques. 

 

Policy 12 

It is a policy of the council to protect and retain historic street furniture and surfaces.  

 

Policy 13 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the special character of the public 

domain of an ACA.  Features of the public domain including traffic and parking 

infrastructure, signage, public utilities, street furniture, and street lighting must be 

appropriately designed to enhance and preserve the character of the ACA.  

Landscaping the Fair Green and planting of trees around the perimeter of the Fair 

Green are suggested in this report as a way of strengthening this public space.    

 

Policy 14 

It is a policy of the council to encourage the removal of redundant signage and to 

control the installation of advertisement structures that detract from the visual quality 

of the public domain.   

 

Policy 15 

It is a policy of the council to encourage rehabilitation and reuse of derelict and vacant 

sites within an ACA.   

 

7.0  Development Control in an ACA 
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The legislation relating to ACAs is contained in Chapter II of Part IV of the Planning 

and Development Act 2000.   

 

Under Section 81 of the Act a statutory obligation has been placed on planning 

authorities to ensure that all development plans include objectives to preserve the 

character of a place, area, group of structures, or townscape that is of special 

architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical 

interest of value.   

 

The main objective of designating an ACA is to preserve the special character of an 

area through controlling and guiding change in the area.   

 

The carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure will require planning 

permission where these works materially affect the character of the area.  Section 4 

(1) (h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 must also be considered when 

assessing proposed development in an ACA as it states the following will be exempted 

development: 

 

‘Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being work which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

Planning permission is required for all works to a protected structure or any element 

of it that contributes to its special interest that would materially affect the character 

of a protected structure.  The owner or occupier of a protected structure may request 

a declaration from the planning authority as to the types of works the authority 

considers would or would not materially affect the character of the protected 

structure.   

 

7.1 Strengthening the Character of the Redhills ACA 

The Fair Green is at the heart of Redhills village and is a valuable public amenity.  A 

number of features are located on the green and make a positive contribution to the 

space.   

 

The village pump dated c.1870, is located at the centre of the green and is surrounded 

on three sides by railings.  The pump and railings are painted and well maintained.   

 

A bronze sculpture titled ‘The Village Green’ by artist Joanne Behan was installed in 

June 2015 as part of the Building Peace through the Arts – Re-Imagining Communities 

programme.  The sculpture is a wonderful addition to the green and is accessed along 



Redhills ACA 24 

paving at the eastern side of the green.  In addition to the pump and sculpture there 

are flower planters, trees, public benches, and bins on the southern side of the green, 

a planted flowerbed and post sign on the south-west corner and parking bollards on 

the northern side of the green.  It is recommended that any further additions to the 

Fair Green be carefully considered to avoid the green becoming cluttered by 

unnecessary items of public furniture.  

 

The removal of part of the green on its northern side to provide additional parking and 

‘cutting off’ the most eastern corner of the triangle by allowing a new road cross the 

green has impacted negatively on this historic space.  It is recommended that no 

further encroachment on the Fair Green be permitted.  The possibility of reclaiming 

the parking area on the northern side of the green should be considered.   

 

It is recommended that the addition of stone kerbing, walkways and further planting 

of mature trees around the perimeter would enhance the Fair Green.  The planting of 

trees around the perimeter of the green would lend a more formal enclosed character 

to the space and the addition of paved walkways would encourage more use of the 

space as an amenity.  The route of the proposed pathways should be carefully 

considered and kept to a minimum.  The new playground is already attracting visitors 

to the village and the landscaped Fair Green could be a further attraction.  The addition 

of stone kerbing around the Fair Green would define and strengthen the shape of the 

space.  

 

A landscape plan for the entire Fair Green should be undertaken to consider the 

existing features and further improvements to the space.  It is understood the Fair 

Green is an important resource in the village and is used as the location for the popular 

annual Redhills Carnival on the Green.  The eastern end of the green could be left open 

to allow for installation of the carnival infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.2 Guidelines for works in an ACA 
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Works that are usually considered exempted development may need planning 

permission within an ACA.  This is to ensure works are in keeping with the character 

of the ACA.   

 

Planning permission for proposed works within an ACA will be granted provided the 

works preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the ACA 

 

It is recommended that homeowners consult with the Planning Section of Cavan 

County Council before starting any works.   

 

In general 

Proposed development must be sympathetic in its design and its use of materials to 

the original building and the ACA area.  Development should allow for the 

reinstatement of features when the original features have been lost.  Demolition of 

structures that contribute to the ACA will require planning permission and must be 

justified.   

 

Roofs  

The roof and chimneystacks are important features of a historic building and can 

reveal a lot of information about the age of the building and its internal floor plan.  It 

is important that when considering repairs to an historic roof that works are carried 

out on a like-for-like basis, using traditional materials and techniques. It is also 

essential that the existing roof profile be retained to preserve the historic character of 

both the individual building and roofscape of the wider street. 

 

 

Walls  

Works that would not require planning permission: 

• Retention and reinstatement of original roofing materials including slate, 

ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters and downpipes, coping stones, eaves, and 

decorative bargeboards. 

• Replacement of later inappropriate materials or additions to roof.   

 

Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of chimneystacks and chimneypots.  
• Removal of original roof features such as slate, ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters 

and down pipes, coping stones, eaves, and decorative bargeboard.   
• Insertion of roof lights and dormer windows on the front pitch of a roof or 

visible from the public realm. 
• Changes to the roof pitch and ridge height  
• Erection of solar panels, satellite dishes, and communication antennae 

when visible from the public realm.   
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Sand and lime mortars and renders allow an old building to ‘breathe’, meaning that 

any water that penetrates the structural fabric can freely evaporate during fine 

weather. Such mortars and renders also allow for slight structural movement, unlike 

modern, cement-based alternatives.   

It is vital that when repointing or carrying out render repairs to historic buildings 

within the ACA that carefully specified traditional lime mortars and renders are used, 

to both preserve the special character of the building and to prevent the trapping of 

water within the walls. 

 

 

Windows 

Within an ACA, the exterior of the historic building should maintain the original 

pattern of fenestration.  Any new openings, that would alter the character of a facade, 

should be avoided. When external joinery has deteriorated, it is important that it is 

repaired, rather than being replaced. Sash windows, with their fine astragal glazing 

bars and early glass should be regularly maintained. Where replacement is deemed 

necessary, faithful handmade replicas must be used. And where early windows have 

been replaced with modern uPVC or aluminium-framed units, their replacement with 

historically appropriate replicas should be considered to restore a building’s 

character. 

 

Doors 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Painting of previously painted surfaces. 
• Localised repair and re-pointing of brick facade to match materials used 

and pointing style. 
• Repairs to traditional renders to match materials used, style, and detail 

of the original. 
 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Stripping of render to expose stonework. 
• Chemical cleaning or sandblasting of facades. 
• Wholesale re-pointing of brick facades. 
• Removal and re-application of render or other modern cladding.  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early timber sash or 

casement windows. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of window openings. 
• Removal of original or early windows. 
• Removal of stone sills. 
• Replacement of timber windows with uPVC or aluminium doors. 
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Early doors should be regularly maintained and repaired to prevent wood damage. 

Stone sills, stone arch-heads, lintels, doorcases, fanlights, and any other historic 

element should also be retained. 

 

Shopfronts 

Shopfronts, including well-designed modern ones, can make a positive contribution to 

the character and appearance of an ACA.  Planning permission is required for changes 

to shopfronts at any location, however within an ACA it is important that proposed 

changes are in keeping with the policies of the ACA.  Traditional shopfronts should be 

kept and repaired rather than replaced.  New shopfronts and signage should reflect 

traditionally proportioned shopfronts and be in keeping with the age and style of the 

building and the character of the ACA.  Redundant signs should be removed from 

shopfronts. 

 

Railings and Boundary Walls 

The buildings located within the Redhills ACA front directly onto the public path and 

typically do not have enclosed front sites.  

 

Public Realm 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of boundary walls and railings using 

appropriate materials and techniques. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal, alteration, or replacement of boundary walls, gates, or railings.   

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early doors, door cases, and 

surrounds. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of door opening. 
• Removal of original or early doors and associated features such as 

fanlights, surrounds, boot scrapers, or jamb stones.   
• Replacement of timber doors with uPVC or aluminium doors. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Repair and maintenance works to shopfronts. 

 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal of original or early timber shopfronts. 
• Erection or installation of new box signs, hanging signs, security cameras, 

and other modern features.   
• Installation of new security roller shutters on the exterior of a shopfront. 

 



Redhills ACA 28 

All works in the public realm should strive to enhance the ACA and not detract from 

the historic character of the area.  The Fair Green is at the heart of the Redhills ACA 

and a landscape plan should be devised to provide a coherent plan for the space.  

Provision of utilities, pedestrian crossings, street lighting, traffic management, and 

parking must reflect the area’s designation as an ACA.  Original or early street furniture 

such as post boxes, street lighting, water pumps, and benches and original or early 

road surfaces such as stone kerbs, steps, or setts contribute to the character of the area 

and should be retained.  Natural features such as trees and public art such as 

sculptures or fountains should enhance the ACA and not detract from it or create 

clutter in the streetscape.  The design and location of new additions to the streetscape 

should be considered carefully.  A rationalization of signage and poles would benefit 

the cluttered streetscape. 

 

The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht produced an Advice 

Series (2007-2015) providing guidance on works to historic buildings.  It is an 

invaluable resource to homeowners that should be consulted before beginning 

works to a protected structure or a structure located within an ACA.  The Advice 

Series is available on request in your local library or online at www.chg.gov.ie. 

 
 
  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the REAR of a building . 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the FRONT of a building 
• Installation or erection of any new signage. 
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