
The Lawn Belturbet,ACA 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Architectural Conservation Area Report, 
  

Character Appraisal, and Policy Framework. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lawn ACA 2 

Title: The Lawn, Belturbet ACA   

Architectural Conservation Report, Character Appraisal, and Policy Framework. 

 

Date: 01 November 2020 

 

Address: 

Cavan County Council Planning Section 

Farnham Centre 

Farnham Street 

Cavan 

 

Email: Info@cavancoco.ie 

 

Tel: 049 437 8300 

 

 

 

Contents 
 

1.0 Introduction         3 

2.0 Location          4 

3.0  Historic Development       5 

 3.1 Historic Photographs      8 

 3.2 Historic Maps        9 

4.0 Character Assessment        14 

 4.1 Street Pattern        14 

 4.2 Architectural Character      15 

 4.3 Building Types and Materials     18 

5.0 Existing Designations and Zoning      21 

 5.1 Record of Protected Structures     21 

6.0 ACA Policies         22 

7.0 Development Control in an ACA      24 

 7.1 Guidelines for works in an ACA     25 

8.0 Bibliography          29 

 

 

 

 



The Lawn ACA 3 

1.0 Introduction 
 

An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as a place, area, group of 

structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose 

character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve. The Lawn, Belturbet 

ACA has been identified as an area that would benefit from designation as an 

Architectural Conservation Area (ACA).   

 

This report includes a map identifying The Lawn, Belturbet ACA boundaries and a 

detailed description of the architectural character and special interest of the area.  

Policies in this report aim to preserve and enhance the special character of The Lawn, 

Belturbet ACA.  

 

 

Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777 

Map 53 Route from Dublin to Enniskillen by Belturbet 
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2.0 Location  
 

The Lawn is a terrace of 13 houses located on the banks of the River Erne in Belturbet, 

north Cavan.  

 

The Lawn was built c.1820 as housing for the officers of the cavalry based in Belturbet.  

The terrace of houses extends along the length of the street with rear sites accessed 

by a back lane.  When first built, the houses enjoyed uninterrupted views of the River 

Erne, which at the time was a busy transport route, a source of food and a place for 

leisure activity.   

 

The houses are now all privately owned but the residents are proud of the rich history 

of the terrace and its connection to an earlier period in Belturbet’s story. 

 

 
The Lawn ACA location map 
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3.0 Historical Development 
 

Belturbet was an important crossing point on the River Erne on the road north to 

County Fermanagh.  Historically, the bridge at Belturbet was important for the 

movement of people and goods and was of crucial strategic importance during times 

of war and insurrection.   

 

As the only crossing point or ford on the River Erne, Belturbet was key to controlling 

movement of armies between the northern and the southern territories of Ireland.  In 

the early-13th century, agents of King John of England built a number of motte and 

bailey fortifications from south Ulster to Donegal.  These were part of a strategy to 

further strengthen the King’s hold on parts of Ireland, to enforce English laws, and to 

take control of lands still held by native Irish.   

 

One of the motte and bailey fortification was erected on a long and narrow island in 

the River Erne.  This island remains today and is located south-west of the bridge in 

the town.  The remains of the fortification were recorded in The Archaeological 

inventory of County Cavan.   

 

When the Ordnance Survey was surveying the country in the 1820s and the 1830s they 

gathered information on the names of each townland in books known as the Ordnance 

Survey Name Books.  John O’Donovan, an Irish-speaking scholar, was responsible for 

recording the Irish version of the names and other information.  His entry for Belturbet 

reads as follows: 

 

 ‘The old castle of Belturbet, which was but small, stood upon this island called 

Turbert island.  The ford which O’Sullivan Beare calls Beal Tarbert (or Tarberti) was, 

according to tradition, across the river opposite the distillery and this castle was 

erected to defend it.  The fact is that the earthen fort was erected at an ancient period 

and the castle in modern times (16th century) for the same purpose, viz to prevent 

predatory armies from crossing the ford of Beal-Tarbert.’ 

 

The O’Reilly clan built the modern castle referred to above.  It is uncertain if the castle 

was built on the shores of the river or on the island.  There are no surviving remains 

of this castle that might have been built as a response to the Nine Years’ War in Ulster.   

 

Following on from the Nine Years’ War and the subsequent Flight of the Earls, plans 

for the Ulster Plantation were put in motion.  

 

In 1610, James I granted Sir Stephen Butler, from Bedfordshire in south-east England, 

2,000 acres of land in the barony of Upper Loughtee in County Cavan.  This grant of 

land was part of the Ulster Plantation in the early years of the 17th century, which saw 

English and Scottish planters settled on land previously owned by native Irish.   
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Sir Butler’s grant of land included Belturbet and extended as far south as Butlersbridge 

and up into County Fermanagh.  The success of the Ulster Plantation in this area 

depended on Sir Butler controlling and protecting the bridge here and at 

Butlersbridge. 

 

The parcels of land granted to Scottish and English undertakers or settlers ranged 

from the smallest grants of 500 acres, often given to native Irish who were considered 

loyal to the crown, to 1,500 acres given to retired soldiers known as ‘servitors.’  The 

largest grant of 2,000 acres was given to wealthy Scottish and English men who had 

the means to settle English and Scottish tenants on their land and were known as 

‘undertakers.’   

 

Sir Butler was a wealthy Englishman who ‘undertook’ to settle his grant of land with 

English or Scottish tenants and to build a strong defensive castle and bawn at 

Belturbet.  The land at Belturbet had previously been under the control of the O’Reilly 

Clan who had a stone castle and associated village settlement at Turbet Island.   

 

Belturbet was of strategic importance being on the River Erne, a large river used as a 

transport route into the Upper and the Lower Lough Erne.  According to Sir Charles 

Coote’s Statistical Survey of the County of Cavan, dated 1802, Sir Butler was granted 

an additional 384 acres at Belturbet to plant a town to include a church.  Such was its 

importance, Belturbet was developed as a garrison town as early as 1610 and 

remained so until Irish Independence in 1922.   

 

Captain Nicolas Pynnar was sent by King James I in 1618-1619 to ‘survey and to make 

a return of the proceedings and performances of the conditions of the undertakers, 

servitors, and native planted.’  The survey recorded that, at Belturbet, Sir Butler had 

built a strong stone castle and ‘there were houses of cagework, and all inhabited by 

English tradesmen, who had each a house, garden, 4 acres of land, and commons for a 

certain number of cows and garrons.’  

 

Sir Butler died in 1639 and was succeeded by his eldest son, James Butler of Belturbet.  

The Butler family was a wealthy and powerful family in Cavan.  Descendants of Sir 

Butler were elected MPs for Cavan in the second half of the 17th century and 

throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.   

 

The Butlers built Lanesborough Lodge, otherwise known as Quivvy Lodge as their 

country seat, in a picturesque setting on the banks of Upper Lough Erne and close to 

neighbouring Castle Saunderson.   
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3.1 Historic Photographs  
 

 

A postcard of Belturbet, date unknown, with The Lawn prominent in the foreground. 

 

The photographer was positioned across the River Erne to the north-west of the town 

with a clear view of Belturbet.  Belturbet was built on land rising up from the valley of 

the River Erne.  In this photograph the buildings appear as though built on terraces 

leading up to the highest point in the town where the church, with its tall spire, 

stretches up to the sky.   

 

The houses on The Lawn are built on a street that rises from the banks of the river at 

the north-east end of the street and rises towards Bridge Street.  As a result the roofs 

of the houses step-up towards Bridge Street.  

 

The uniformity and length of the terrace is striking in this photograph.  Although this 

uninterrupted view of the terrace from across the River Erne is blocked by modern 

buildings today, the complete terrace remains intact.   

 

The Lawn is unique in County Cavan and very rare in Ireland being a terrace of early-

19th century houses purpose built for officers of a cavalry barracks.   
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3.2 Historic Maps 

 
Detail of Taylor and Skinners Maps of the Roads of Ireland, 1777  

Page 53 ‘From Dublin to Enniskillen by Belturbet’ 

  

The Taylor and Skinner map above illustrates the village of Belturbet in 1777.  The 

bridge at Belturbet was the main crossing on the River Erne and Belturbet was part of 

an important access route into the north of Ireland via the road network and the River 

Erne waterway.  North of Belturbet, the road forks with the principal road leading to 

Ballyconnell.   

 

The heavy black lines on either side of the road indicate buildings. This map illustrates 

development on both sides of the bridge.  There is a church illustrated on the southern 

banks of the river and there is an island in the river, west of the bridge.  

 

This island was the location of an early 13th century motte and bailey and later a stone 

castle belonging to the O’Reilly Clan who controlled this part of Bréfnie.  The island 

was named Beal Tairbert, which was anglicised to Belturbet.  The ford or crossing of 

the River Erne here was of strategic importance and Belturbet was considered the 

gateway to the north.  Whoever controlled Belturbet and the bridge here controlled 

access to the north and important trade routes. 
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Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan 

Sheet 11, surveyed 1837 

 

 
Detail of Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan, surveyed 1837 

 

The first edition Ordnance Survey map of the village was surveyed in 1837.  On this 

map we see in greater detail the development of Belturbet and in particular The Lawn. 

 

The village is mostly concentrated on the south-eastern side of the river with a small 

amount of development on the other side of the bridge on the Ballyconnell Road.  The 

Main Street is illustrated as a straight wide planned street lined on either side with 
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buildings.  In 1837 there are several secondary streets in Belturbet including Bridge 

Street, Straheglin Street, and Church Street. 

 

The bridge illustrated on this map differs from the bridge today.  There are v-shaped 

notches on the illustrated bridge.  These notches indicate v-shaped spaces known as 

pedestrian refuges.  They allow pedestrians to step-in, out of the way of carts and 

carriages.  It is interesting to note ‘Turbet Island’ is illustrated and ‘Site of Castle’ is 

written at the island.    

 

In the detail of the 1837 Ordnance Survey map above identifies The Lawn on the banks 

of the River Erne.  The street is labelled ‘Lawn’ and the terrace of houses runs from 

one end of the street to the other.  The lane at the rear of the houses is labelled ‘Back 

Lawn’.  Some of the houses in the terrace have returns and outbuildings at the rear of 

their plots.  The outbuildings and rear sites are accessed via Back Lawn.   

 

Two plots of land on the opposite side of the street, tinted blue and pink on the map, 

were gardens laid out and given to the occupants of some of the houses on The Lawn.  

According to a long-term resident of The Lawn, these gardens belonged to houses with 

smaller rear sites.  These gardens or plots were used as allotments for growing food, 

as it was common practice in the 19th century.  These plots have since been developed 

and accommodate detached houses.   

 

The cavalry barracks are illustrated on the 1837 map north-east of The Lawn on the 

banks of the River Erne.   

 

In A Topographic Dictionary of Ireland written by Samuel Lewis and published in 1837, 

there is a lengthy description of Belturbet.  Lewis’s description contains the following: 

 

‘Belturbet, an incorporated market and post-town, partly in the parish of 

Drumlane, but chiefly in that of Annagh, Barony of Lower Loughtee, county of 

Cavan, and province of Ulster, 12 miles (N.N.W) from Cavan, and 67 (N.W) from 

Dublin; containing 2026 inhabitants.  It is pleasantly situated on the River Erne, 

on the road from Cavan to Ballyconnell, and owes its origins to the 

Lanesborough family, whose patronage has also contributed materially to its 

prosperity.’ 

 

Further in the description he mentions a new bridge at Belturbet, which was under 

construction: 

 

‘A handsome bridge of three arches is in course of erection over the Erne, for 

which the Board of Works has consented to grant a loan of £1700.’ 
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Lewis briefly mentions the garrison at Belturbet but there is no particular mention of 

The Lawn: 

 

‘There is a cavalry barrack for 7 officers, 156 noncommissioned officers and 

men and 101 horses.’  

 

Lewis also acknowledges the importance of the River Erne for trade in the town as a 

means of transporting goods.  

 

 
Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan 

Sheet 11-13, surveyed 1910 
 

 
Detail of Ordnance Survey map dated 1911 
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The 1911 map illustrates changes to the town in the 74-year interval between the 

1837 survey and the 1911 survey.   
 

The new bridge is illustrated replacing the older bridge with its v-shaped pedestrian 

refuges.  This bridge was constructed in c.1837 and remains in use today.   

 

The barracks is located north-east of the centre of the town.  An earlier barrack was 

located on the other side of the river in Kilconny and in the 1750s a new barrack was 

built on the eastern banks of the River.  Although the barrack buildings are gone, there 

are streets named Barrack Hill and Barrack Lane that are reminders of the areas 

military history. 

 

The Lawn is illustrated as a terrace of 13 houses on the 1911 Ordnance Survey map.  

The lane at the back of The Lawn is used to access rear sites and outbuildings.  The 

lane was named Back Lawn on the 1837 Ordnance Survey map and is named William 

Street on the 1911 map.  On this later edition of the map there are outbuildings 

illustrated at the rear of most houses on The Lawn and many of those houses also have 

rear returns. 

 

The Lawn was originally built in the 1820s as accommodation for military officers 

stationed in Belturbet.  However as the census returns of 1901 and 1911 demonstrate, 

the houses were in private ownership by the early-20th century and no longer in use 

as officer’s accommodation.   

 

In 1901 the houses are all rated as first class buildings having slate roofs and multiple 

rooms.  The occupants of the houses vary in age and occupation but there are a number 

of people living in The Lawn who work in the post office, and as bank cashiers and 

clerks.   

 

Number 2 The Lawn was recorded as a solicitor’s office in the 1901 census. In the same 

census, No. 13 The Lawn, the last house on the south-western end of the terrace, was 

recorded as a private dwelling,  but the occupant of this house, Mrs. Sophia Martin was 

described as a hotel proprietress.  There were boarders listed as occupants in this 

house.  By 1911 No.13 The Lawn is recorded as The Lawn Hotel being run by 

proprietress, Elma Small.  The Lawn Hotel survives today as a bar, a restaurant and a 

guesthouse.   
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4.0 Character Assessment 

 
4.1 Street Pattern 

The Lawn, Belturbet ACA is a small area comprising one street named The Lawn with 

a terrace of 13 houses.  The Lawn is located on the southern banks of the River Erne 

and the street rises on a gentle gradient from the shore of the river up towards Bridge 

Street.   

 

The houses on The Lawn were built in c.1820 to accommodate officers from the nearby 

cavalry barracks.  Unlike nearby streets, The Lawn did not develop organically and 

grow through necessity.  Instead, the wide straight street was intentionally planned 

and laid out.  The terrace was built as a unit and consideration was given for its use, 

access and security.   

 

The terrace fronts directly onto the street.  There are no enclosed front gardens and 

this lends an urban character to the street.  The rear sites were accessed via a lane.  On 

the 1836 Ordnance Survey map this lane was named Rear Lawn.  On the 1911 map it 

is named William Street.  To name the rear lane William Street is ambitious but its 

existence illustrates the planned nature of the terrace and reinforces the planned 

urban character of the terrace.   

 

A cast-iron pillar post-box is found on the path at the front of the terrace.  This pillar 

post-box has the cypher of Victoria Regina (VR) and dates to c.1900.  It was originally 

painted red but with the creation of the Irish Free State in 1922, all red post-boxes 

were painted green.  It is a rare surviving Victorian post-box in County Cavan and its 

installation here reflects the connection between the military and administration of 

Ireland and the town of Belturbet.   

 

The Lawn is unusual in the town and indeed in the county as a planned terrace of 

houses built in the early-19th century.  Other terraces of houses in Belturbet and in 

County Cavan were typically built in the late-19th and early-20th centuries. 

 

  
 The Lawn taken from south-western end of street      The Lawn taken from north-eastern end of street 
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A view of the wide straight street rising to meet Bridge St.  Street sign on The Lawn 

 

      
Pillar post-box on The Lawn with Queen Victoria’s cypher. 

 

  
The lane at the rear of The Lawn   View of the rear of houses on The Lawn 

 

4.2 Architectural Character 

The Lawn has a strong early-19th century urban character and is unusual in County 

Cavan for its age and original use as officer’s accommodation.   

 

The 13 houses in the terrace are all of a similar design with a heavy emphasis on 

uniformity and symmetry.  Typically the houses are four-bay wide with a shared 

building line and built using similar materials.   
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The buildings are devoid of any decoration except for the door surrounds.  Each house 

has a square or a round-headed door opening with a stone or a rendered surround.  

That this terrace of houses, built as a unit, has so many different door surrounds is 

both puzzling and intriguing.  Perhaps the door surround types denoted the rank of 

the officers or were they a personal choice of the first occupants?  

 

The mixed door surrounds seem at odds with the uniformity of the terrace but they 

enliven the terrace and contribute greatly to the architectural significance of the 

street.   

 

The terraces’ early association with the military played an interesting role in one 

particular design feature found inside each of the houses.  The terrace of houses was 

designed with interconnecting doors that are believed to have provided a means of 

escape through the terrace in case of an attack.  The interconnecting doors are now 

closed-up but are still easily identifiable as they were typically set into a recessed arch.  

This closed-up doorway is now a useful niche to set furniture into, in the houses.  The 

positions of the doors in the terrace vary.  Some are on the ground floor at the front of 

the house whilst others are upstairs in bedrooms.   

 

These interior features could easily be overlooked but are important elements of the 

terrace and reflect the military use of the houses and the sometimes-turbulent history 

of the town.    

 

 

  
Symmetrical houses, typically four-bay wide with large stone door surrounds 
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The doors of The Lawn 
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4.3 Building Types and Materials 

All the houses on The Lawn were built as family homes for the officers of the cavalry 

barracks.  The last two houses on the terrace were turned into a hotel in the early years 

of the 20th century.  These two houses have undergone a lot of changes over the years 

and have unfortunately lost their original door surrounds.   
 

There is a very limited palate of materials used on the terrace and this underscores 

the uniformity of the architectural design.  Notwithstanding changes made to the 

terrace over the years, the materials used in its construction are generally still there 

to be seen and include: slate roofs with a brick or a rendered chimneystack; cast-iron 

rainwater goods; rendered walls; tooled stone windows sills and timber sash 

windows; and tooled stone door surrounds with timber panelled doors.  Some houses 

retain a cast-iron boot scraper at the front door.   
 

The use of a limited palate of materials and the restrained design of the terrace go hand 

in hand and contribute greatly to the character of The Lawn.  The quality of the 

materials, in particular the stone sills and door surrounds, reflect the importance of 

their occupants.   
 

The stone sills, stone steps and thresholds, and door surrounds all have a tooled finish.  

Many of the stone sills and surrounds are painted but some are exposed stone.  The 

tooling patterns on the stone add texture to the houses and contributes to the 

architectural character of the terrace.  
 

  
No. 29 The Lawn     No. 27 The Lawn 

  
No. 25 The Lawn    No. 23 The Lawn 
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No. 21 The Lawn     No. 19 The Lawn 

  
No. 17 The Lawn      No. 15 The Lawn 

  
No. 13 The Lawn     No. 11 The Lawn 

  
No. 9 The Lawn    No. 12 The Lawn 
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The Lawn Hotel 

 

  
      Remains of a boot scraper      Detail of tooling on window sill 

 

  
Tooling marks on stone threshold and window sill 
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5.0 Existing Designations and Zoning 

 
The Settlement Framework identified Belturbet as a medium sized town in County 

Cavan.   

 

Belturbet is recognized as a long-established town in the County and it is expected that 

the Belturbet by-pass will have cumulative benefits for the vitality of the town core 

and improved quality of life for the residents of the town.   

 

5.1 Record of Protected Structures 

There are 2 protected structures within The Lawn, Belturbet ACA: 

Post-box     40307006 CV11016 BT023 
The Lawn Nos. 5-27    40307007 CV11015 BT022 
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6.0 ACA Policies 
 

In accordance with Part IV, Chapter 11, Section 81 of The Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) it is an objective of Cavan County Council to preserve the 

character of The Lawn, Belturbet ACA as identified in the character assessment in this 

report. 

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the structures within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.   

 

Policy 1 

It is a policy of the council that all development proposals within the boundaries of the 

ACA will enhance rather than detract from the historic and architectural character and 

settings of the buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 2  

It is a policy of the council to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA are 

referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made. 

 

Policy 3 

It is a policy of the council to maintain a Record of Protected Structures that may 

include buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 4 

It is a policy of the council that carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure 

located in an ACA shall be exempted development only if those works would not 

materially affect the historic character of an area. 

 

Policy 5 

It is a policy of the council that planning permission will not normally be approved for 

developments that are not consistent with and complementary to the character of the 

ACA. 

 

Policy 6 

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of render from the exterior walls 

of buildings within the ACA.  Where appropriate, reinstatement of render may be 

desirable.  

 

Policy 7 

It is a policy of the council to protect original and early building fabric and features 

within an ACA including render, slate roofs, sash window, stone sills, street furniture, 

shopfronts, and original doors. 
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Policy 8 

It is a policy of the council to promote the restoration of the ACAs special character by 

encouraging the reinstatement of known original or early features where possible.   

 

Policy 9 

It is a policy of the council to promote best practice conservation in works to protected 

structures and buildings within ACAs and to encourage the use of tradespeople, 

professionals trained in the use of traditional skills, materials and building techniques. 

 

Policy 10 

It is a policy of the council to protect and retain historic street furniture and surfaces 

in The Lawn, Belturbet ACA.  

 

Policy 11 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the special character of the public 

domain of an ACA.  Features of the public domain including traffic and parking 

infrastructure, signage, public utilities, street furniture and street lighting must be 

appropriately designed to enhance and preserve the character of the ACA. 

 

Policy 12 

It is a policy of the council to encourage the removal of redundant signage and to 

control the installation of advertisement structures that detract from the visual quality 

of the public domain.   

 

Policy 13 

It is a policy of the council to encourage rehabilitation and reuse of derelict and vacant 

sites within an ACA. 
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7.0  Development Control in an ACA 
 

The legislation relating to ACAs is contained in Chapter II of Part IV of the Planning 

and Development Act 2000.   

 

Under Section 81 of the Act a statutory obligation has been placed on planning 

authorities to ensure that all development plans include objectives to preserve the 

character of a place, area, group of structures or townscape that is of special 

architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical 

interest of value.   

 

The main objective of designating an ACA is to preserve the special character of an 

area through controlling and guiding change in the area.   

 

The carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure will require planning 

permission where these works materially affect the character of the area.  Section 4 

(1) (h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 must also be considered when 

assessing proposed development in an ACA as it states the following will be exempted 

development: 

 

‘Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being work which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

Planning permission is required for all works to a protected structure or any element 

of it that contributes to its special interest that would materially affect the character 

of a protected structure.  The owner or occupier of a protected structure may request 

a declaration from the planning authority as to the types of works the authority 

considers would or would not materially affect the character of the protected 

structure.   
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7.1 Guidelines for works in an ACA 

Works that are usually considered exempted development may need planning 

permission within an ACA.  This is to ensure works are in keeping with the character 

of the ACA.   

 

Planning permission for proposed works within an ACA will be granted provided the 

works preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the ACA 

 

It is recommended that homeowners consult with the Planning Section of Cavan 

County Council before starting any works.   

 

In general 

Proposed development must be sympathetic in its design and its use of materials to 

the original building and the ACA area. Development should allow for the 

reinstatement of features when the original features have been lost. Demolition of 

structures that contribute to the ACA will require planning permission and must be 

justified.   

 

Roofs  

The roof and chimneystacks are important features of a historic building and can 

reveal a lot of information about the age of the building and its internal floor plan.  It 

is important that when considering repairs to an historic roof that works are carried 

out on a like-for-like basis, using traditional materials and techniques. It is also 

essential that the existing roof profile be retained to preserve the historic character of 

both the individual building and roofscape of the wider street. 

 

 

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 

• Retention and reinstatement of original roofing materials including slate, 

ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters and downpipes, coping stones, eaves, and 

decorative bargeboards. 

• Replacement of later inappropriate materials or additions to roof.   

Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of chimneystacks and chimneypots.  
• Removal of original roof features such as slate, ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters 

and down pipes, coping stones, eaves, and decorative bargeboard.   
• Insertion of roof lights and dormer windows on the front pitch of a roof or 

visible from the public realm. 
• Changes to the roof pitch and ridge height  
• Erection of solar panels, satellite dishes, and communication antennae 

when visible from the public realm.   
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Walls  

Sand and lime mortars and renders allow an old building to ‘breathe’, meaning that 

any water that penetrates the structural fabric can freely evaporate during fine 

weather. Such mortars and renders also allow for slight structural movement, unlike 

modern, cement-based alternatives.   

It is vital that when repointing or carrying out render repairs to historic buildings 

within the ACA that carefully specified traditional lime mortars and renders are used, 

to both preserve the special character of the building and to prevent the trapping of 

water within the walls 

 

 

Windows 

Within an ACA, the exterior of the historic building should maintain the original 

pattern of fenestration.  Any new openings, that would alter the character of a facade, 

should be avoided. When external joinery has deteriorated, it is important that it is 

repaired, rather than being replaced. Sash windows, with their fine astragal glazing 

bars and early glass should be regularly maintained. Where replacement is deemed 

necessary, faithful handmade replicas must be used. And where early windows have 

been replaced with modern uPVC or aluminium-framed units, their replacement with 

historically appropriate replicas should be considered to restore a building’s 

character. 

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Painting of previously painted surfaces. 
• Localised repair and re-pointing of brick facade to match materials used 

and pointing style. 
• Repairs to traditional renders to match materials used, style, and detail of  

the original. 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Stripping of render to expose stonework. 
• Chemical cleaning or sandblasting of facades. 
• Wholesale re-pointing of brick facades. 
• Removal and re-application of render or other modern cladding.  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early timber sash or 

casement windows. 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Alteration to size of window openings. 
• Removal of original or early windows. 
• Removal of stone sills. 
• Replacement of timber windows with uPVC or aluminium doors. 
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Doors 

Early doors should be regularly maintained and repaired to prevent wood damage. 

Stone sills, stone arch-heads, lintels, doorcases, fanlights, and any other historic 

element should also be retained. 

 

Shopfronts 

Shopfronts, including well-designed modern ones, can make a positive contribution to 

the character and appearance of an ACA.  Planning permission is required for changes 

to shopfronts at any location, however within an ACA it is important that proposed 

changes are in keeping with the policies of the ACA.  Traditional shopfronts should be 

kept and repaired rather than replaced.  New shopfronts and signage should reflect 

traditionally proportioned shopfronts and be in keeping with the age and style of the 

building and the character of the ACA.  Redundant signs should be removed from 

shopfronts. 

 

Railings and Boundary Walls 

Although all buildings located within The Lawn, Belturbet ACA front directly onto the 

public path, the rear sites are bounded by rubble-stone walls and accessed by a rear 

lane.  The walls that enclose the sites are important features of the ACA and must be 

retained and enhanced.   

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of boundary walls and railings using 

appropriate materials and techniques. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal, alteration or replacement of boundary walls, gates, or railings.   

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early doors, door cases, and 

surrounds. 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Alteration to size of door opening. 
• Removal of original or early doors and associated features such as 

fanlights, surrounds, boot scrapers, or jamb stones.   
• Replacement of timber doors with uPVC or aluminium doors. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Repair and maintenance works to shopfronts. 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal of original or early timber shopfronts. 
• Erection or installation of new box signs, hanging signs, security cameras 

and other modern features.   
• Installation of new security roller shutters on the exterior of a shopfront. 
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Public Realm 

All works in the public realm should strive to enhance the ACA and not detract from 

the historic character of the area.  Provision of utilities, pedestrian crossings, street 

lighting, traffic management, and parking must reflect the area’s designation as an 

ACA.  Original or early street furniture such as post-boxes, street lighting, water 

pumps, and benches and original or early road surfaces such as stone kerbs, steps, or 

setts contribute to the character of the area and should be retained.  Natural features 

such as trees and public art such as sculptures or fountains should enhance the ACA 

and not detract from it or create clutter in the streetscape.  The design and location of 

new additions to the streetscape should be considered carefully.  A rationalization of 

signage and poles would benefit the cluttered streetscape 

 

The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht produced an Advice 

Series (2007-2015) providing guidance on works to historic buildings.  It is an 

invaluable resource to homeowners that should be consulted before beginning 

works to a protected structure or a structure located within an ACA.  The Advice 

Series is available on request in your library or online at www.chg.gov.ie. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the REAR of a building . 
Works that would require planning permission: 

• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 
CCTV at the FRONT of a building 

• Installation or erection of any new signage. 
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