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1.0 Introduction 

 
An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as a place, area, group of 

structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose 

character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve.  Lurgan Parish Church 

Quarter, Virginia, has been identified as an area that would benefit from designation 

as an Architectural Conservation Area (ACA).   

 

This report includes a map identifying the Lurgan Parish Church Quarter ACA 

boundaries and a detailed description of the architectural character and special 

interest of the area.  Policies in this report aim to preserve and enhance the special 

character of the Lurgan Parish Church Quarter ACA.  

 

It is intended that this ACA would work in conjunction with Revitalisation Plan (2018) 

for Virginia. 

 
Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777 

Map 45 part of route from Donegal  
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2.0 Location  

 
The Lurgan Parish Church Quarter lies in the north-western end of the town of 

Virginia.  It centres around the grounds of Lurgan Parish Church and includes flanking 

sections of the Ballyjamesduff Road (R194) and the Cavan Road (N3). 

 

The ACA encompasses the church grounds, entrance to Virginia Park Lodge, the 

national school and terraces of estate cottages situated along the Ballyjamesduff Road, 

and the Cavan Road. 

 

 

 

 
Lurgan Parish Church Quarter ACA 
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3.0 Historic Development 

 
In 1612, Captain John Ridgeway, was granted 1,000 acres of land at Aghanure, on the 

road between Kells and Cavan.  This grant of land was part of the Ulster Plantation in 

the early years of the 17th century, which saw English and Scottish planters settled on 

land previously owned by native Irish. 

 

As a condition of the grant of land, Ridgeway was instructed to build a town, settle 

English and Scottish families here and hold fairs and markets.  The town was named 

after England’s Virgin Queen, Elizabeth I.  Ridgeway failed to complete the town, as per 

the condition of the grant. 

 

The land passed through several owners during the 17th and the 18th centuries; 

including the Plunkett family of County Meath, none of them succeeded in establishing 

a thriving town.   

 

In 1750, the Taylor family, bought Virginia.  It was Thomas Taylor who developed 

Virginia from a plantation village into a thriving market town with a church, a 

constabulary barracks, a petty sessions court, and a malting and brewing 

establishment.  

 

The Taylor family residence was Headfort House, Kells, some 20 miles to the south.  In 

1750, Taylor, built a cottage-style hunting lodge on the scenic banks of Lough Ramor.  

Today, the hunting lodge is a hotel called Virginia Park Lodge and its entranceway, 

which comprises a gate, boundary wall, and gate lodge, lies within the ACA. 

 

Directly across from the entrance to Virginia Park Lodge is a gateway that opens to the 

grounds of Lurgan Parish Church.  The parish church takes its name from its 

predecessor, which was situated within the townland of Lurgan to the west of Virginia.   

 

According to Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, a church was built on 

the new site at Virginia in 1818 with funding from the Board of First Fruits, but shortly 

after completion, a storm blew the steeple down, destroying the building in its 

entirety.  The church was rebuilt, however, as poor luck would have it, an accidental 

fire gutted the new building on Christmas night of 1832.  Following the fire, Lurgan 

Parish Church was rebuilt once more and it has continued to serve the local 

community to the present day. 

 

In the mid-19th century the setting and environs of Lurgan Parish Church were 

transformed.  The town’s fair green was moved from the site adjacent to the church to 

a new location at the rear of the market house.  The site of the former fair green was 

subsumed by the parish church and was formally landscaped.  The enlarged grounds 
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were enclosed by stone boundary walls.  A new avenue was set out to create a formal 

approach from the town gate to the church and lines of shaped yew trees were planted 

along the boundary.  The redesign and planting scheme was carried out in the style of 

the English Landscape Garden, which had been employed at the demesne of Headfort 

in Kells. 

 

Further works to gentrify and enhance the visual character of the locality included the 

clearance of early dwelling houses to make way for a series of estate cottages.  The 

cottages on the Cavan Road and Ballyjamesduff Road were erected to face the 

transformed church grounds.  

 

Although Virginia has continued to evolve and grow over time, the 18th and 19th-

century structural elements and designed spaces within the Lurgan Parish Church ACA 

survive to this day and continue to contribute to the special architectural character of 

the locality. 

 

3.1 Historic Photographs  

 

 
Photograph from the Lawrence Photograph Collection of Virginia 

 by Robert French between 1865-1914 

Source: National Library of Ireland 

 

The photograph above was taken at the eastern end of Virginia’s main street and looks 

westward towards the distant spire of Lurgan Parish Church.  The image shows the 

neat town with its main thoroughfare lined mostly by two-storey houses.   

 



Lurgan Parish Church Quarter ACA 7 

 
Photograph from the Lawrence Photograph Collection of Virginia 

 by Robert French between 1865-1914 

Source: National Library of Ireland 

 

This image of a busy market day was taken in the area just to the east of the church 

grounds.  By the 1830s, a weekly market was held at Virginia and fairs took place six 

times a year. 

 

3.2 Historic Maps  

The Taylor and Skinner map on page three of this report shows the newly established 

village of Virginia on the banks of Lough Ramor in 1777.  The map illustrates that 

Virginia was one of the network of settlements or towns along the road from Dublin 

to Enniskillen.  

 
 

 
Detail of Taylor and Skinners map 45, dated 1777 
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Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan 

Sheet 39, surveyed 1836 

 

The Ordnance Survey maps from the 19th and 20th centuries, document the growth of 

the town and shows how it developed over the years.  In the 1836 map above we see 

Lurgan Parish Church, which is set within its own grounds at the north-western end 

of the town.  The church and fair green sit within a wedged-shape parcel of land lying 

between the roads to Cavan and Ballyjamesduff.  

 

The map depicts a series of dwelling houses on either side of the fair green.  To the 

rear of these houses are linear gardens, which are bounded by walls.  The houses were 

demolished in the middle of the 19th century when the area was redeveloped. 

 

This map also documents the spatial relationship and connection between the parish 

church and Marquis’ hunting lodge at Virginia Park.  The church’s southern gate 

directly opposes the principal entrance gate to the hunting lodge.  It is understood that 

the entrance gate, gate lodge, and avenue were designed by Alexander Mc’Leish in 

1823.  Mc’Leish is also believed to have designed the enclosing plantations within the 

church grounds. 

 
 



Lurgan Parish Church Quarter ACA 9 

 
Ordnance Survey Map of Cavan 

Sheet 35, surveyed 1876 

 

 

The 1876 map above illustrates the development of the church’s surrounds in the mid-

19th century.  By this point, Virginia National School (1877) lay to the north of the 

church on the other side of the Cavan Road. To the east of the gate lodge was a house 

called The Cottage that was built on the site of the town pound, which is shown in the 

earlier map.  Also illustrated are the new pairs of estate cottages which fronted onto 

the  Ballyjamesduff Road and the Cavan Road. 

 

Other changes within the ACA that are documented in this edition include the enlarged 

church grounds, which were extended into the former fair ground, the new linear 

approach from the new eastern gate to connect the parish church and town core, and 

lines of trees had been planted within the extended grounds. 
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Ordnance Survey map of County Cavan 

Sheet 39-11, revised 1911 

 

 

Further developments within the church quarter are documented in the 1911 survey. 
By this date there had been a redevelopment of the national school.  The cottage on 
the Ballyjamesduff Road had been extended and a parochial hall had been constructed 
just to the west of the estate cottages onto the Ballyjamesduff Road. 
 
The map’s larger scale and resulting higher definition, documents the footprint of the 
estate cottages.  Built in pairs, each had a return opening to a small rear yard that 
house a small outbuilding.  To the rear of the cottages were linear gardens.  A smithy 
or forge is shown at the back of the cottages on the Ballyjamesduff Road.  The carefully 
designed forge is still extant and is one of Virginia’s most appealing buildings.  
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4.0 Character Assessment  

4.1 Street Pattern 
In the mid-19th century, the Taylor family, redeveloped the earlier street pattern to 

improve the north-western end of the village and provide a suitable site for the church 

and an entrance to their hunting lodge.   

 

The old fair green was removed to a new location and the church grounds were 

enlarged.  The roads were straightened and terraces of decorative cottage design 

flanked the church.   

 

Lurgan Parish Church sits on a wedge-shaped plot that rises gently from the principal 

entrance gate at the eastern end of the site.  From the gate, a long and straight avenue 

leads to the east window of the church and around towards the west-end entrance 

tower.  Further entrances are located on the southern boundary, opposite the entrance 

to Virginia Park lodge, and on the northern boundary, across the road from the 

national school. 

 

The Ballyjamesduff Road is lined with the stone boundary wall of the parish church on 

the northern side and buildings on the southern side.  At the western end of the ACA 

are the entrance gates, gate lodge, and boundary walls of Virginia Park Lodge.  To the 

east is a house known as The Cottage and a series of semi-detached estate cottages. To 

the rear of the cottages is a blacksmith’s forge, which, whilst no longer a smithy, 

remains in good condition. 

 

The Cavan Road stretches from the national school at one end to the south eastern 

entrance to the church grounds at the other.  Like the Ballyjamesduff Road, the Cavan 

Road is lined with the historic boundary wall of Lurgan Parish Church on one side. On 

the other, there are the national school building and a terrace of estate cottages. 

 

  
The grounds of Lurgan Parish Church are situated at the western end of Virginia’s main street where 

the road forks into the Cavan Road and the Ballyjamesduff Road.  
The church is situated on beautifully landscaped grounds.   The gravelled path, leading 

from the town gate is long and straight and is flanked on either side by neatly tended 
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lawns. The lawns, the site of the towns earlier fair green, are bounded by rows of 

mature shaped yew trees that grow along the inside of the churchyard’s walls.  Mature 

trees are dotted around the grounds of the church and create a very pleasing parkland.  

  
The grounds of Lurgan Parish Church are enclosed by a border of shaped yew trees.  The grounds of 

the church is haven from the bustling heart of Virginia. 
 

4.2 Architectural Character  

Lurgan Parish Church Quarter is an area of architectural, historical, and social interest 

that has a distinctive character worthy of protection and promotion.  The special 

character of the ACA is formed by its architectural heritage and accompanying open 

spaces, which include the Church of Ireland church, the national school, two groups of 

estate cottages, boundary features, landscaped parkland, mature tree and tree lines, a 

series of vistas, and the spatial relationship between elements.  

 

The ACA has a strong 19th-century planned estate village character.  This area of the 

village was formally laid out and designed by the Taylor family and a physical 

connection was made between the village and their hunting lodge with their entrance 

and gate lodge and the estate worker’s cottages.   

 

 
Entrance gates to Virginia Park Lodge and estate worker’s cottages  

4.3 Building Types and Materials 

The ACA boasts a number of buildings and structures of architectural interest. Lurgan 

Parish Church and the national school across the road are two public buildings that 

contribute to the historic and architectural character of the area.   
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At the heart of the ACA lies the beautifully designed parish church.  Built in c.1818, the 

stone building comprises a three-bay nave and a three-stage tower with a tall spire.  

The stone boundary walls and gates, which enclose the church site are a significant 

architectural feature that contribute to both the church grounds and streetscapes of 

the Ballyjamesduff Road and the Cavan Road.  The surrounding church grounds are a 

wonderful setting for the Gothic Revival church and being well kept, they are a credit 

to their custodians and local community. The church site is a valued amenity and 

provides refuge from the noisy and bustling surrounds where people can gather for 

religious services, to quietly reflect, or to simply stroll.  
 

  
The Church of Ireland church with the three-stage pinnacle tower supporting the needle spire above, 

and the three-bay nave. The church sits at the highest point of the wedge-shaped grounds and is 
aligned with a gravelled avenue the stretches south-eastwards to the town gate. 

 

The national school building on the Cavan Road replaced and earlier structure in 1909.  

It is a building of social interest and plays an important role within the historic quarter.  

Like the parish church, the school has been an important focal point for generations. 

 
Former National School on Cavan Road 

The entranceway to Virginia Park Lodge lies within the ACA and is a notable feature of 

architectural heritage.  The gate lodge, gates, and boundary walls mark the entrance 

to the former hunting lodge of the Marquis of Headfort, and their attractive design 

adds to the character of the streetscape and ACA. 
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The stone cottages situated on the road to either side of the church are some of the 

most important structures within the ACA.  Built as part of the redevelopment of the 

church quarter in the mid-19th century, the cottages were well designed with 

appealing features including cut-stone and barge-boards. A number of cottages have 

notable rustic entrance porches, which are formed by painted iron supports cast to 

mimic timber posts, and these provide enormous character to the groups of houses.  

Over time, the stone houses have lost some original joinery features including doors 

and windows, but in spite of this, their character and the contribution that they make 

to their setting remains strong. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Estate worker’s cottages in the ACA 

 

The forge at the rear of estate cottages on the Ballyjamesduff Road is part of the 

designed landscape and is of architectural, historical, and social interest.  Although, it 

is no longer used by a blacksmith, it is a reminder of the important role that the 

blacksmith once played within Irish communities. 
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4.4 Spatial Relationships 

The mid-19th-century redevelopment of the church quarter established and 

formalised a series of spatial relationships, which remain today.  The new avenue from 

the main church gate to the church, created a physical and visual axis, which aligned 

the main street of Virginia with the nave of the parish church. The defined axis 

strengthened the relationship between the two significant spaces, which had been 

previously separated by the fair ground. 

 

A spatial relationship was also established between the church and the Marquis of 

Headfort’s hunting lodge.  During the 19th-century reworking of the church grounds, 

the church’s southern gate was intentionally aligned with the entrance gate to Virginia 

Park, providing a visual and physical connection between the two sites.  Just as the 

eastern approach formalised the axial alignment of the church and the town, the 

southern gate created a continuous linear drive from Virginia Park to the church door. 

 

A further connection was made between the church site and school on the Cavan Road, 

when a pedestrian gate was placed on the church’s boundary wall opposite the 

national school.  This gate not only facilitated movement between both buildings, but 

symbolised the link between the religious and educational institutions. 

 

A final spatial relationship that resulted from 19th-century redevelopment within the 

ACA is evident between the eastern end of the church grounds and the estate cottages 

that face them.  The cottages on the Cavan and the Ballyjamesduff Roads look towards 

the church grounds in a way that is reminiscent of English village greens.  Today, 

because of the continuous streams of traffic along both approaches to Virginia, the 

relationship between the open parkland of the church grounds and the Victorian 

cottages may not be as obvious as it once was, but it can still be perceived. 

 

4.5 Vistas 

A series of notable vistas exist within the ACA and contribute greatly to the special 

character of the area.  These important visual scenes can be defined as follows: 

Vista 1: Vista along the avenue, from the town gate to the church. 

Vista 2: Vista along the avenue, from the church to the town gate. 

Vista 3: Vista from the entrance door of church, through southern gate, to Virginia Park 

Lodge entrance. 

Vista 4: Vista from the entrance to Virginia Park Lodge, through church gate, to the 

entrance door in the church tower. 

Vista 5: Vista from the western boundary of the ACA, along Ballyjamesduff Road. 

Vista 6: Vista from the town, along Ballyjamesduff Road. 

Vista 7: Vista from the western boundary of the ACA, along Cavan Road. 

Vista 8: Vista from the town, along Cavan Road. 
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A series of vehicular and pedestrian gates are located along the stone walls, affording access to the 
church grounds. The gateways are constructed in either cut-stone or from course rubble and have 

wrought-iron gates.. 

 
 

 

  
The Cavan and Ballyjamesduff form the northern approaches to the town of the Virginia.  

 
It is understood that the entranceway to the Marquess of Headfort’s hunting lodge was constructed in 

the early 1820s. The opposing church site was first developed in 1818. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5.0 Existing Designations and Zoning 

 
Lurgan Parish Church Quarter ACA straddles three zones: The church grounds and 

boundaries, coloured orange, are zoned Public/Community; the structures of the 

Ballyjamesduff and Cavan Roads lie within the core of the town, coloured purple; and 

the entrance gate to Virginia Park Lodge is part of a Designated Area (NHA, SAC, SPA), 
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coloured green.  The estate cottages on the Cavan Road lie within the boundary of the 

M1 Masterplan Area. 

 
 

5.1 Record of Protected Structures:  There are 13 Protected Structures within the 

ACA. These are rated as being of Regional importance. 

 

1. Former Estate Cottage, Cavan Road     CV39008 

2. Former Estate Cottage, Cavan Road     CV39009 

3. Former Estate Cottage, Cavan Road     CV39010 

4. Former Estate Cottage, Cavan Road     CV39011 

5. Former Estate Cottage (Martin Short Auctioneers),    CV39012 

    Cavan Road,    

6. Former Estate Cottage, (Teach Muire), Cavan Road,    CV39013  

7. Church of Ireland church,       

 CV39014 

8. Entrance Gates and Lodge to Park Hotel,     CV39015  

Ballyjamesduff Road 

9. House formerly known as The Cottage,      CV39016 

Ballyjamesduff Road,  

10. Former Estate Cottage, Ballyjamesduff Road    CV39017 

11. Former Estate Cottage, Ballyjamesduff Road    CV39018 

12. Former Estate Cottage, Ballyjamesduff Road    CV39019 

13. Former Estate Cottage, Ballyjamesduff Road,     CV39020 
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5.2 Record of Monuments and Places: No National or Recorded Monuments within 

ACA 
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6.0 ACA Policies 

 
In accordance with Part IV, Chapter 11, Section 81 of The Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) it is an objective of Cavan County Council to preserve the 

character of the Lurgan Parish Church Quarter as identified in the character 

assessment in this report. 

 

The aim of these policies is to protect and enhance the architectural character of the 

ACA and the settings of the buildings within the ACA to ensure that any changes 

complement the historic character of the area.   

 

Policy 1 

It is a policy of the council that all development proposals within the boundaries of the 

ACA will enhance rather than detract from the historic and architectural character and 

settings of the buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 2  

It is a policy of the council to ensure that all planning applications in an ACA are 

referred to the prescribed bodies prior to a decision being made. 

 

Policy 3 

It is a policy of the council to maintain a Record of Protected Structures that may 

include buildings within the ACA. 

 

Policy 4 

It is a policy of the council that carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure 

located in an ACA shall be exempted development only if those works would not 

materially affect the historic character of an area. 

 

Policy 5 

It is a policy of the council that planning permission will not normally be approved for 

developments that are not consistent with and complementary to the character of the 

ACA. 

 

Policy 6 

It is a policy of the council not to permit the removal of render from the exterior walls 

of buildings within the ACA.  

 

Policy 7 

It is a policy of the council to protect original and early building fabric and features 

within an ACA including render, slate roofs, sash window, stonework, shopfronts, and 

original doors. 
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Policy 8 

It is a policy of the council to promote the restoration of the ACAs special character by 

encouraging the reinstatement of known original or early features where possible.   

 

Policy 9 

It is a policy of the council to maintain the existing building line and roofline within 

the ACA. 

 

Policy 10 

It is a policy of the council that the roof heights and building lines of structures 

immediately adjacent to buildings within the ACA will maintain the existing scaling. 

 

Policy 11 

It is a policy of the council to promote best practice conservation in works to protected 

structures and buildings within ACAs and to encourage the use of tradespeople, 

professionals trained in the use of traditional skills, materials, and building techniques. 

 

Policy 13 

It is a policy of the council to protect and enhance the special character of the public 

domain of an ACA.  Features of the public domain including traffic and parking 

infrastructure, signage, public utilities, street furniture, and street lighting must be 

appropriately designed to enhance and preserve the character of the ACA. 

 

Policy 14 

It is a policy of the council to encourage the removal of redundant signage and to 

control the installation of advertisement structures that detract from the visual quality 

of the public domain.   

 

Policy 15 

It is a policy of the council to encourage rehabilitation and reuse of derelict and vacant 

sites within an ACA. 

 

Policy 15 

It is a policy of the council to protect important vistas within the ACA. 

 

Policy 15 

It is a policy of the council to protect the important spatial relationships established 

within the ACA. 

 

 

 

 

7.0  Development Control in an ACA 
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The legislation relating to ACAs is contained in Chapter II of Part IV of the Planning 

and Development Act 2000.   

 

Under Section 81 of the Act a statutory obligation has been placed on planning 

authorities to ensure that all development plans include objectives to preserve the 

character of a place, area, group of structures or townscape that is of special 

architectural, historic, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical 

interest of value.   

 

The main objective of designating an ACA is to preserve the special character of an 

area through controlling and guiding change in the area.   

 

The carrying out of works to the exterior of a structure will require planning 

permission where these works materially affect the character of the area.  Section 4 

(1) (h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 must also be considered when 

assessing proposed development in an ACA as it states the following will be exempted 

development: 

 

‘Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, 

improvement or other alteration of any structure, being work which affect only 

the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external 

appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures.’ 

 

Planning permission is required for all works to a protected structure or any element 

of it that contributes to its special interest that would materially affect the character 

of a protected structure.  The owner or occupier of a protected structure may request 

a declaration from the planning authority as to the types of works the authority 

considers would or would not materially affect the character of the protected 

structure.   
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7.1 Guidelines for works in an ACA 

Works that are usually considered exempted development may need planning 

permission within an ACA.  This is to ensure works are in keeping with the character 

of the ACA.   

 

Planning permission for proposed works within an ACA will be granted provided the 

works preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the ACA 

 

It is recommended that homeowners consult with the Planning Section of Cavan 

County Council before starting any works.   

 

In general 

Proposed development must be sympathetic in its design and its use of materials to 

the original building and the ACA area. Development should allow for the 

reinstatement of features when the original features have been lost. Demolition of 

structures that contribute to the ACA will require planning permission and must be 

justified.   

 

Roofs 

It is important that when considering repairs to an historic roof that works are carried 

out on a like-for-like basis, using traditional materials and techniques. It is also 

essential that the existing roof profile be retained to preserve the historic character of 

both the individual building and roofscape of the wider street. 

 

Walls  

Sand and lime mortars and renders allow an old building to ‘breathe’, meaning that 

any water that penetrates the structural fabric can freely evaporate during fine 

Works that would not require planning permission: 

• Retention and reinstatement of original roofing materials including slate, 

ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters and downpipes, coping stones, eaves, and 

decorative bargeboards. 

• Replacement of later inappropriate materials or additions to roof.   
 

Works that would require planning permission: 

• Removal of chimneystacks and chimneypots.  
• Removal of original roof features such as slate, ridge tiles, cast-iron gutters 

and down pipes, coping stones, eaves, and decorative bargeboard.   
• Insertion of roof lights and dormer windows on the front pitch of a roof or 

visible from the public realm. 
• Changes to the roof pitch and ridge height  
• Erection of solar panels, satellite dishes, or communication antennae when 

visible from the public realm.   
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weather. Such mortars and renders also allow for slight structural movement, unlike 

modern, cement-based alternatives. 

It is vital that when repointing or carrying out render repairs to historic buildings 

within the ACA that carefully specified traditional lime mortars and renders are used, 

to both preserve the special character of the building and to prevent the trapping of 

water within the walls. 

 

Windows 

Within an ACA, the exterior of the historic building should maintain the original 

pattern of fenestration, and new openings, that would alter the character of a facade, 

should be avoided. When external joinery has deteriorated, it is important that it be 

repaired, rather than being replaced. Sash windows, with their fine astragal glazing 

bars and early glass should be regularly maintained. Where replacement is deemed 

necessary, faithful handmade must be used. And where early windows have been 

replaced with modern uPVC or aluminium-framed units, their replacement with 

historically appropriate replicas should be considered to restore a building’s 

character. 

 

Doors 

Early doors should be regularly maintained and repaired to prevent wood damage. 

Stone sills, stone arch-heads, lintels, doorcases, fanlights, and any other historic 

element should also be retained. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Painting of previously painted surfaces. 
• Localised repair and re-pointing of brick facade to match materials used and 

pointing style. 
• Repairs to traditional renders to match materials used, style, and detail of 

original. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Stripping of render to expose stonework. 
• Chemical cleaning or sandblasting of facades. 
• Wholesale re-pointing of brick facades. 
• Removal and re-application of render or other modern cladding.  

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early timber sash or 

casement windows. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of window openings. 
• Removal of original or early windows. 
• Removal of stone sills. 
• Replacement of timber windows with uPVC or aluminium doors. 
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Boundary Walls 

The boundary walls and entrance gates that enclose the church grounds and mark the 

entrance to Virginia Park lodge are important features of the ACA and must be retained 

and enhanced.   

 

Public Realm: 

All works in the public realm should strive to enhance the ACA and not detract from 

the historic character of the area.  Provision of utilities, pedestrian crossings, street 

lighting, traffic management and parking must reflect the area’s designation as an ACA.  

Original or early street furniture such as post-boxes, street lighting, water pumps and 

benches and original or early road surfaces such as stone kerbs, steps or setts 

contribute to the character of the area and should be retained.  Natural features such 

as trees and public art such as sculptures should enhance the ACA and not detract from 

it or create clutter in the streetscape.  The design and location of new additions to the 

streetscape should be to considered carefully.  A rationalisation of signage and poles 

would benefit the cluttered streetscape.   

 

 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of boundary walls and railings using 

appropriate materials and techniques. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Removal, alteration or replacement of boundary walls, gates or railings.   

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the REAR of a building . 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Addition of features and services such as satellite dishes, antennae, and 

CCTV at the FRONT of a building 
• Installation or erection of any new signage. 

Works that would not require planning permission: 
• Maintenance works and repair of original or early doors, door cases, and 

surrounds, including porches. 
 

Works that would require planning permission: 
• Alteration to size of door opening. 
• Removal of original or early doors and associated features such as 

fanlights, surrounds, boot scrapers, or jamb stones.   
• Replacement of timber doors with uPVC or aluminium doors. 
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The Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht produced an Advice 

Series (2007-2015) providing guidance on works to historic buildings.  It is an 

invaluable resource to homeowners that should be consulted before beginning 

works to a protected structure or a structure located within an ACA.  The Advice 

Series is available on request in your local library or online at www.chg.gov.ie. 
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