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1.0 Introduction

An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is described as @lace, area, group of
structures or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special
architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical
interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a Protected Structure, and whose
character it is an objective of alevelopment plan to preserve.Lower Market Street,
Cootehill has been identified as an area that would benefit from designation am
Architectural Conservation Aea (ACA).

This report includes a map identifying the Lower Market Street, CootehillACA
boundaries and a detailed description of the architectural chacter and special
interest of the area. Policies in this report aim to preserve and enhance the special
character of the Lower Market Street, Cootehill ACA.

It is intended that this ACAreport would work in conjunction with the Revitalisation
Plan (2018) for Cootehill.
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Taylor & Skinner: Maps of the Roads of Ireland, Surveyed 1777
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2.0 Location

Cootenhill is located in the north of County Cavanclose to the border of County
Monaghan. The oldest part of the townis at the southwestern end of Market Street
centred on the ruined Church of Ireland church which is located on an elevated site
on Church Street The old town had a cruciform plan where Bridge Street and Church
Streetintersected Old Cavan Road andarket Street. Lower Marlet Street developed
later in the 18th century. Market Street runs on a nortkeasizsouth-west axisand was
improved by making it a longwide, and straight street

Lower Market Street, Cootehill ACAis located in thecore of the town at the north-
easternend of the street.
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Lower Market Street, Cootehill ACA location map
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3.0 Historic Development
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his service in the lder years of the Nine Year@WVar. He was doyal soldier andhe was
politically astute which helped himrise in power and wealth. Hencreased hisland
holdings bypurchasing moreland in Counties Laois, Cavaand Rosommon.

Sir Cootebuilt a churchin 1639 in the townland of Magheranureon an elevated site
on what is now called Church Street Cootehill. The Down Survey Map dated 1654
1656 of the area illustrates a castle and houses here. This settlement developed into
a village with a cruciform plan with Church Street and Bridge Streehtersected by
Market Street and the Old Cavan RoadVhen Sir Coote dieghis estates were divided
amongst his four sons. His youngest son Colonel Thomas Coote inheritiegl estate in
County Cavarwhere he named and developed Cootehill.

The name for the new burgeoning town is a combination of the names Coote and Hill
and refersto Frances Hill of Hillsborough County Down who marriec€ColonelCoote in
€.1650.

#1T 1T TTAT #1171 O0A80 1TAPEAxh AI O TAI AA 4ET T AO #
Forest This Palladian mansion was built between 17251730 to designs by Sir

Edward Lovett Pearse and it is considered one of the most importarit3th century

houses in Ireland.

The early-18" century saw Cootehill rapidly develop into an important and

prosperous town. In 1725 Thomas Coote obtained a grant for a weekly market to be

held in the town and an annual fair. Having a market and fair in the town raised

revenue for the local landownesand in turn for the Crown. As explained in the report

b OA b A OA AConissiéh& dppoidted to inquire into the state of the fairs and

i A OE i @fatin to Cootehilldated 1853 0) O ADPDPAAOO OEAO , AOOAOC
the liberty of holding fairs and markets, with the right of levying a toll on the articles

of traffic sold therein, were first issued in the reign of King James |, and have been

COAT OAA OET AA OEAO OEiIi A Au AAAE OOAAAOOEOA

Cootehill prospered in the late18% and early-19t centuries as a result of being at the
centre of the linen trade in north-east Ulster. Settlers fronother parts of Ireland,
Britain, and Europe came to live in Coehill and were skilled in the production of
linen. Cootehill became a mixing pot of religus and political beliefs. Churchesvere
built to serve the new congregationsCodehill had churches and meetingouses for
the ScotPresbyterians,the Quakers,the Moravians,the Methodists,the Secedingand
the Roman Catholics.
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By the end of thel8th century Thomas Cooténad extended Market Street northwards

to create a long wide and straight street. This was a popular devise employed by
landowners and there are many towns in County Cavan with plannedtraight main
streets often with a new churchat the end of the street. The market house was built

at this end of Market Street on the eastn side in 1806. The new Church of Ireland
church was built at the northern end of Market Street in 1819 thus creating a dnaatic
termination of that vista. Finally the court house, which sirvives still, was built in
1832 to replace an earlier courthouse. These buildings formed a&ollection of fine
civic buildings at this end of Market Street.

The cottage linen industryin Cootehill went into sharp decline after 1825 with the

introduction of mechanised production in Belfast and Armagh. The town was
delivered a further blow when the impact of the 18451851 famine was felt. The

Cootehill Union workhouse was built in 18411842 to accommodate 80 inmates.

Rural dwellers struggling to survive travelled to urban centres in the hope of sourcing
food. An outbreak of typhus in the town in 1846 had #urther devastating effect.
Between 18451851 County Cava lost 43% of its population and Cootehilivas a town

in decline.
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3.1  Historic Photographs
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Photograph fromthe VAT AT OET A #BEGOMAEOEATIA 1T-AEH 300AAD
Taken between 19301950
Source: National Library of Ireland

Ou

Comparison photograph takenl9 March 2018

A comparisonbetween both photagraphs illustrates that whilst the church and north
western side of the street remains relatively untouched the soutteastern side of the

street has suffered due to the los of the cornersited building, now the location of the
post office.
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Photograph from the EasorPhotographCollection ofMarket Street on market day
Taken between 19001939
Source: National Library of Ireland

The photograph aboveillustrates a thriving market day on Market Street in Cootehill.

The straight, widestreet is lined by two and three-storey tall buildings and theview
up Market Street is terminated by All Saints Church of Ireland church.
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3.2  Historic Maps

e virore

i0

The Down Survey map abstract cEounty Cavan. Maghe, modern townland name is Magheranure

The Down Survey mapf Ireland was surveyed 16541656 under the direction of Sir
William Petty. The ambitious undertakingto map property boundaries throughout
Ireland was to facilitate the confiscation and redistribution of land owned by Catholics
and Royalist rebels. lllustrated above is the townland of Maghe, now known as
Magheranure. Cootehill is located in Magheranure. Iustrated in the townland are
three significant buildings including a large house and a church. This map illustrates
the earlier village at Magheranure before it was renamed Cootehill.

The Taylor and Skinnemap on pagetwo of this report illustrates thetown of Cootehill

in 1777. The map shows that most development occurs at the soutlvestern end of
the town where Church Street and Bridge Street intersect Old Cavan Street. This is the
old centre of the town, and remains of the earlierchurch and burial ground still survive

at that location. Lower Market Stree was developed in the early tanid-19t century
with the construction of the market house in 1806the new church in 1819,and the
court house in 1832.
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan
Sheet 17 Surveyed 1836

4EA | OAT AT AA 3000AUB 0O Ain@yediAl®3d aniddobuments #1 1T OA |
the development of the town. This map illustrates Cootehill at its peak, just before the

ravages of the famine would take its toll. Itis a large town with a long wide nrastreet

and secondary streets. tlis interesting to note the lage number of churches in the

town.

The north-eastern end of the streetas been laidout and developed by this time.The
court house and church ardabelled correctly but the former market house, built 30
years before this map was surveyeds labelled 0" A O.OlAiAublkely this was an
error but could the market house have been used as@" A O3t A& fime?

The structures that now occupy part of the former White Horse Hotel othe western
side of Market Street had a shared lane between two houses giving access to the rear
sites.

The building adjacent to the church, located on the nortlwestern side of the street,
has extensive rear gardens. It is understood members of theo@e Family once
occupied this house. The house was demolished to provide a site for the Provincial
Bank buildings, which survives.
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Ordnance Survey Map of County Cavan
Sheet 17 Surveyed 1878

The second edition Ordnance Survey mapf Cootehill wassurveyed in 1878 and
published in 1880. There has been a significant addition to Lower Market Square with
the construction of the new Provincial Bankin 1858 to designs by William Murray.
This building is best viewedwhen approaching Market Street from the east on the
Ballybay Road.

The market house is nowlabelled with the constabulary barracks located at the rear
of the courthouse. Both the marketouse and courthouse are set back off the seet
whilst neighbouring commercial premises and houses maintain a building line
fronting directly onto the public path. The corner-sited building (now the location of
the post office) north of the court house has been extended since the first edition
Ordnance Surveymap of 1836. It now has a long and naow projection extending
long the Ballybay Road side of the property.
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